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Editorial
Dr. Busharat Elahi Jamil 

Currently Pakistan face a hazardous political 
anarchy of the immoral politicians subjecting 
to their self defined democracy. They kick off 
with the slogan “politics to serve” but later 
transform to humiliating and undermining the 
political opponents  to demean the modern 
democratic values. 
 
The nasty politics and the contemporary 
unnatural collations bifurcating the society 
and creating a  long lasting state of abomina-
tion rather than affection and harmony; espe-
cially when it's played at the cost of national 
integrity at stake and economic crisis.

Democracy sufferesin such scenario paying 
the price for the ethical losses. Apparently, 
masses are standing in the favour of Imran 
Khan or PTI, but it is evident that the strong 
non-political forces with the history of chang-
ing the regimes or selecting new governments 
are standing with PDM. Surprisingly in exist-
ing political crisis establishment along with 
other hidden forces seems helpless for the 
first time. So far PTI is looking towards 
higher judiciary for the national relief. 

In the 75 years history of the country first 
time Pakistanis  apparently demonstrated 
their political will that seemingly reflects 
their political consciousness and awareness 
due to the vision of the leader of the third 
party, PTI. This time people have refused the 
stereotypical politics of PPP and PML-N. 
Furthermore, people have developed some 
political sensibility over the years to foil the 
religious or provincial cards. Now PPP is 

limited in interior Sindh and PML-N is in 
Islamabad. 

Contemporary political scenario is amazing 
as well, a party (PTI) have Governments in 
Punjab, KPK, GB and Azad Kashmir is in 
opposition. Moreover, 13 political parties 
(PDM) have a joint venture in the centre and 
ruling party is not ruling in any province. 
Current political disturbance is pretending a 
war between positive and negative while both 
political sides consider themselves positive. 

Particularly, the reason behind the failure of 
the conventional political parties likes PPP 
and PML-N is their abasement in political 
apparition as they still practise the old version 
of politics from 1980s and 1990s and steadily 
defamed. Imran challenged the statuesque 
and gave a unique vision to Pakistani democ-
racy; people have embraced a new modern 
and positive democratic consciousness and 
involved directly  in the national politics. 

Practically, in some manners, Imran also 
looks sometimes following the worn straps of 
statuesque’ political parties like PML-N with 
the belief "you have to get your hands dirty to 
lean the mess". But Imran should not be 
over-confident or have superiority complex as 
this uncertain public support can blow the 
khan’s politics at any time. He should also 
observe the ground realities before taking 
political decisions. Anyhow recent political 
support and followings reflect the public 
support and vote bank of 2018 was valid.
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Islamabad: Millions of dollars were raised in 
a live fundraising campaign by former prime 
minister Imran Khan for Pakistanis affected 
by deadly floods. More than Rs5 billion (500 
crores) or $22.5 million were raised in the 
international telethon within three hours of 
the live broadcast on Monday night. Imran 
Khan participated in the telethon attended by 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders, celeb-
rities and media persons. Pakistanis at home 
and abroad donated generously to help their 
fellow citizens as the devastating flash floods 
have affected more than 33 million people. A 
billionaire from Houston pledged Rs2.2 
billion ($10 million) for the rehabilitation of 
flood-affected communities while British-Pa-
kistani boxer Amir Khan announced Rs5 
million for flood victims during the live 
telethon. Pakistani individuals, relief organisa-
tions and government agencies have joined 
hands to help the flood victims, get them 
food, water and medicines, and provide shel-
ter and other supplies as hundreds of thou-
sands are homeless. At least 1,100 have lost 
their lives, more than 1,600 are injured since 
mid-June and nearly 500,000 people are now 
in relief camps, officials said. The floods after 
heavy monsoon rains destroyed more than 
900,000 homes, and swept away villages, 
crops and cattle, damaged hundreds of kilome-
tres of roads and bridges across all four prov-
inces. The economic losses caused by the 
severe floods could amount to $10 billion, 
according to officials. Talking to Pakistanis 
on live phone calls during the telethon, Imran 
Khan said he was deeply touched by the spirit 
of Pakistanis who contributed generously to 
meet the urgent needs of flood victims. “Over-
seas Pakistanis feel the pain of their country-

men and are always ready to help whenever 
we go through a difficult time,” he said. Khan 
also called for coordinated efforts among 
relief organisations and setting up an online 
platform to connect donors and volunteers on 
the ground with the urgent needs of flood 
victims across Pakistan to best utilise funds 
and avoid duplication while making the dona-
tion system more transparent and effective. 
As the catastrophic flash flooding continues 
to claim lives and cause destruction in Paki-
stan, the global community has also stepped 
forward to help the flood victims. The UAE, 
China, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, US, UK, EU, UN 
and others have pledged financial and in-kind 
donations to the disaster appeal but Pakistani 
officials say more funds are needed to 
respond to the floods. The UN has allocated 
US$3 million, the European Union (EU) 
announced 1.8 million euros, the UK pledged 
up to 1.5 million pounds worth of humanitari-
an aid, the US announced around $1 million 
grant, and Azerbaijan has pledged to provide 
$2 million in aid. Pakistan’s government is 
leading the humanitarian response for people 
in the affected areas and has pledged 
Rs25,000 (US$112) in immediate cash relief. 
Around Rs5 billion have been issued to 
NDMA to compensate the flood victims. The 
government is also providing Rs1 million 
(US$4,515) compensation to the families of 
those killed in the floods, Rs250,000 
(US$1,128) for injuries and for partially dam-
aged houses and Rs500,000 (US$2,258) for 
destroyed houses.
https://gulfnews.com/amp/world/asia/paki-
stan/imran-khan-telethon-raises-over-rs5
-billion-for-flood-victims-in-paki-
stan-1.90212082

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

Imran Khan telethon 
raises over Rs5 billion for 
flood victims in Pakistan

By: Sana Jamal
PTI chief’s telethon gets overwhelming 
response from Pakistanis at home and abroad

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah
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LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

LONDON: The UK Queen Monday 
expressed sympathy for the Pakistan flood 
victims after the country faced widespread 
destruction and lost more than 1,000 lives.
In a statement issued today, Queen Elizabeth 
II said she is “deeply saddened” by the flood-
ing that has killed over 1,000 people across 
Pakistan during the ongoing monsoon season. 
The country has seen exceptionally heavy 
monsoon rains which have triggered flash 
floods, affecting 33 million people and damag-
ing nearly one million homes. The death toll 
is reported to be at least 1,061 people. In a 
message to the country’s president, Arif Alvi, 
the Queen said: “I am deeply saddened to hear 
of the tragic loss of life and destruction 
caused by the floods across Pakistan. “My 
thoughts are with all those who have been 
affected, as well as those working in difficult 
circumstances to support the recovery efforts.
“The United Kingdom stands in solidarity 
with Pakistan as you recover from these terri-
ble events.”  The message, released by Buck-
ingham Palace, was signed “Elizabeth R”. 
Pakistani authorities said the devastation is 
worse than in 2010 when 1,700 people were 

killed by floods. Qamar Javed Bajwa, current 
Chief of the Army Staff in Pakistan, said on 
Sunday that the country may take years to 
recover. Last week, the United Nations said it 
had allocated £2.6 million for UN aid agen-
cies and their partners in Pakistan to respond 
to the floods. Pakistan’s climate minister, 
Sherry Rehman, said the country has suffered 
heavier rains this year mainly because of 
climate change. The unprecedented rains 
have affected all four of the country’s provinc-
es, destroying more than 150 bridges and 
washing away numerous roads, making 
rescue operations difficult. At least 6,500 
soldiers have been drafted in to help civilian 
authorities in rescue and relief operations 
across the country. Prime Minister Shabaz 
Sharif visited a number of flood-damaged 
areas in the northwest of the country on 
Monday and has said the government will 
provide housing for those who have lost their 
homes.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/
986526-uk-queen-deeply-saddened-after-
more-than-1000-deaths-in-pakistan-floods

UK Queen ‘deeply saddened’ after more than 
1,000 deaths in Pakistan floods
"I am deeply saddened to hear of the tragic loss of life and destruction caused by the 
floods across Pakistan," Queen Elizabeth II says

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday said 
that it was seriously concerned by the news 
emanating from the Indian and US media 
that the Indian government had attempted 
to infiltrate the security system of eminent 
social media platform Twitter by forcing it 
to employ an Indian “agent/representa-
tive”.
As per media reports, the matter came up 
during Twitter’s briefing to India’s Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on Information and 
Technology where legal depositions made in 
the US by a former Twitter employee were 
also discussed, a Foreign Office (FO) state-
ment said. Regrettably, it said, a large number 
of Twitter handles particularly those belong-
ing to Kashmiri political leaders and media 
persons, continue to remain blocked due to 
India’s frivolous legal objections. Only last 
month, Pakistan also registered its strong 
protest with the Indian government over the 
blocking of access to content of several Twit-
ter handles of Pakistan’s diplomatic Missions 
as well as the national broadcaster Radio Paki-
stan, it added. “Pakistan deplores India’s 
brazen abuse of state-power and strong-arm 
tactics to manipulate and force-regulate the 
Internet sphere. These actions are not only 
against international standards, obligations, 
norms, and framework of flow of information 
but also reflect the alarming pace of shrinking 
space for pluralistic voices and curbing of 
fundamental freedoms in India,” the state-
ment added. Pakistan also called upon India 
to immediately reverse the blockage of Twit-
ter accounts of Pakistan’s diplomatic missions 
and Radio Pakistan, to adhere to the estab-
lished international norms and standards of 
freedom of expression as espoused by the 

United Nations, and desist from employing 
subterfuges to control the global Internet 
domain. According to Reuters, a former Twit-
ter security chief alleged that the Indian 
government forced the social media firm to 
put a government agent on the payroll, accord-
ing to a whistleblower disclosure with US 
regulators. Peiter 'Mudge' Zatko raised the 
issue with the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission among other security lapse 
claims at Twitter. He said the government 
agent would have had access to sensitive user 
data due to Twitter's weak security infrastruc-
ture, according to a redacted version of the 
complaint uploaded by the Washington Post 
newspaper and verified by Zatko's attorney at 
Whistleblower Aid. A company source told 
Reuters that the allegations about the India 
government had surfaced previously within 
Twitter, without elaborating further. Twitter is 
engaged in a legal challenge against the 
Indian government after it asked a local court 
in July to overturn some government orders to 
remove content from the social media 
platform, and alleged abuse of power by 
officials. "The company did not in fact 
disclose to users that it was believed by the 
executive team that the Indian government 
had succeeded in placing agents on the compa-
ny payroll," Zatko's complaint noted. The 
Washington Post report said that supporting 
information for Zatko's claims had gone to the 
National Security Division of the US Justice 
Department and the US Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2373763/paki-
stan-seriously-concerned-at-india-infiltrating
-twitter-security-system

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

Pakistan 'seriously' concerned at India 
infiltrating Twitter security system
Indian govt attempts to infiltrate security system of Twitter by forcing it to employ an 
Indian 'agent/representative'

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah
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LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah

FIA misused Interpol's system to get yellow 
notices against minors Zainab and Zuneriah
Interpol confirms receiving requests from Pakistan's govt to issue yellow notice 
against Sophia Mirza's daughters.    By: Murtaza Ali Shah



9

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com September 2022

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah



10

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com September 2022

ANKARA:
Frank McKenzie, a former top 
general who led United States 
Central Command from 2019 
to April 2022, has said that Paki-
stan was right about Afghani-
stan all along, admitting the US 
failure in the war-torn country.

"Pakistanis never believed that 
we would stay, always thought 
that we would leave," McKenzie 
told NBC News on Friday, 
adding, “You know that? They 
were right, we left." He claimed 
that the Taliban always had a haven in Paki-
stan and the US was never able to resolve that 
in the two decades of the conflict or come to 
an agreement with Pakistan on the issue. McK-
enzie also admitted that Washington engaged 
in failed nation-building in Afghanistan and 
insisted on a Western model for the country 
which was wrong. "We began to engage in 
nation-building operations and maybe some 
of that was necessary in a narrower sense to 
protect our interests but the broader things we 
did probably ultimately in the long term didn't 
help us. They diffused our efforts," he said. "I 
don't know that Afghanistan is governable or 
sustainable with a Western model. I know that 
Afghanistan is governable and sustainable 
from an Afghan model. But we paid too little 
attention to Afghan realities on the ground," 
he said. McKenzie said that overlooking the 
Afghan reality was costly and "hubris on our 
part, and on the international community." He 
went on to say that he was "proud of" Ameri-
can men and women on the ground on the day 
of the controversial withdrawal from Afghani-

stan, when Afghans died trying to hold on to 
the plane. He said that the fact it was a highly 
politicised event was "regrettable". McKenzie 
admitted that getting Afghan allies out of the 
country is a very "slow" process but did not 
promise anything on that "moral obligation". 
The top US general agreed that Afghanistan 
was a bipartisan failure for four US adminis-
trations in two decades and added that it was 
a combination of "military and diplomatic 
failures". Stressing that the war-torn country 
is still a breeding ground for threats to the US, 
he said it is still too early to say what is going 
to happen in Afghanistan. Extremist groups 
protected by the Taliban will pose new 
dangers for future US leadership, he said. The 
US declared the completion of the Afghani-
stan pullout Aug, 30, 2021, ending the 
20-year war.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2373440/paki-
stan-was-right-all-along-ex-us-commander-a
dmits-failure-in-afghanistan

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah

'Pakistan was right all along', ex-US
commander admits failure in Afghanistan
Pakistanis never believed that we would stay, always thought that we would leave, 
says Frank McKenzie



11

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com September 2022

WHILE the world looks away, Narendra 
Modi’s government continues to take steps 
to impose more fraudulent arrangements 
on occupied Jammu and Kashmir. After 
J&K’s illegal annexation, bifurcation and 
integration into the Indian union three 
years ago, Delhi has used force and fraud 
to maintain its unlawful hold over the 
region. 
Aug 5, 2019, opened a new chapter in the 
tortured history of the occupied territory inten-
sifying the plight of the Kashmiri people. A 
prolonged cruel lockdown and communica-
tion blackout was imposed, the military siege 
tightened, the press muzzled and Kashmiri 
leaders jailed to prevent a popular upsurge 
against the move that took away virtually all 
the rights of the Kashmiri people. Internation-
al human rights organisations reported wide-
spread torture and arbitrary arrests, with thou-
sands picked up from their homes and 
children blinded by the use of pellet guns. The 
latest report of India’s Forum of Human 
Rights in J&K found that human rights abuses 
have continued unabated. They include “arbi-
trary detention, prohibition on public assem-
bly and mass imprisonment”. It also noted the 
“severe clampdown on the press” and that 
sedition laws continue to be used against polit-
ical leaders and journalists. Since August 
2019, the Modi government has used sweep-
ing and repressive measures to consolidate its 
control and take steps to eventually hold elec-
tions there to ‘legitimise’ it’s illegal actions. 
These efforts have involved drawing from the 
electoral fraud playbook to disempower Mus-
lims in the occupied territory. Its latest move 
earlier this month kicked up a veritable storm 
in Kashmir. The announcement by the chief 

electoral officer in the occupied valley, to 
grant voting rights to any Indian citizen, even 
temporarily residing there, marks another 
attempt to change the region’s demography. 
This is a brazen violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions on Kashmir as was the 
August 2019 action. There are 11 UN resolu-
tions on Kashmir. Specifically, the move 
contravenes UNSC resolution 38, whose para 
2 clearly states that neither party to the 
dispute can bring about a material change in 
the situation in Kashmir. The action aims to 
add almost 2.5 million additional voters, 
including non-locals, to the electoral rolls. 
This represents an increase of 30 per cent 
more voters to the electorate. The announce-
ment provoked fury and resentment in the 
valley. Leaders of the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) denounced the new elec-
tion measure. It was also rejected by tradition-
ally pro-Indian political leaders. Mehbooba 
Mufti, head of the People’s Democratic Party, 
described it as the “last nail in the coffin of 
electoral democracy”. She accused the BJP of 
trying to execute a “Nazi Germany or Israeli 
policy” in Kashmir. Former chief minister 
Farooq Abdullah’s National Conference 
asserted that “inclusion of non-locals” was a 
“clear-cut ploy to disenfranchise the people of 
J&K”. India’s actions have sought to disen-
franchise and disempower Kashmiri Mus-
lims. Pakistan strongly condemned the move. 
The foreign ministry called it “a clear manifes-
tation of the treacherous Indian design to influ-
ence the outcome of so-called elections” in 
occupied J&K. It also called on the Indian 
government to desist from actions that violate 
international law, the UN Charter and the 
fourth Geneva Convention. A Kashmiri jour-

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah

nalist, who did not want to be named, told me 
that “announcing that domicile certificates 
were not necessary for inclusion of 2.5m new 
voters in the electoral rolls completes the 
process of turning a numerical majority into a 
political minority”. This, he added, “will go 
down in history of how to disempower a 
majority and make them subservient to a 
minority”. In fact, this measure and earlier 
ones resemble Israel’s illegal settler policies 
and are typical of methods used by occupiers.
The trajectory of Indian actions over the past 
three years shows the patent Indian intent to 
disenfranchise Kashmiri Muslims and impose 
a BJP government on the occupied territory 
after fraudulent polls. Towards this end, Delhi 
has sought to bring about administrative and 
demographic changes and recast the electoral 
map to give Jammu greater representation and 
reduce Muslim representation in order to shift 
the political balance to Hindus. In May this 
year, India’s Delimitation Commission 
carved out new electoral constituencies in 
J&K that disempower the Muslim population.
Muslims constitute over 68pc of J&K’s popu-
lation while Hindus are about 28pc, according 
to the 2011 census. Modi aims to turn this 
Muslim majority into a minority. The delimita-
tion handed Jammu six more seats in the 
90-member J&K Assembly while Kashmir 
was given only one more. Under this plan, 
Jammu would have a total of 43 seats, leaving 
Kashmir with 47. This despite the fact that, 
according to the 2011 census, the Kashmir 
Valley’s population was seven million while 
Jammu’s was 5.3m. Estimates of the present 
population of Kashmir are of course higher.
The move was roundly rejected across Kash-
mir. APHC leaders, who remain in detention, 
denounced it and sham elections in the future. 
Pro-Delhi Kashmiri politicians called the plan 
unacceptable as it sought to alter Kashmir’s 
demography. Prominent Indian intellectuals 
also decried the delimitation saying it was a 
violation of the principle of one man one vote. 

The Forum of Human Rights in J&K demand-
ed that the delimitation plan be shelved.
The question is whether by such blatant gerry-
mandering India’s ruling party can accom-
plish its political aim in Kashmir. Given the 
strong opposition and overwhelming condem-
nation of its plans by the Kashmiri people, the 
short answer is no. For over 70 years India has 
tried in vain to foist a regime on Kashmir that 
has always been rejected by the majority of 
people. It has jailed Kashmiri leaders but 
failed to ‘imprison’ the popular aspiration for 
freedom from Indian occupation. Delhi’s poli-
cies of oppression and subterfuge have been a 
failure in Kashmir and only intensified the 
alienation of its people. If and when so-called 
elections are held, they will be a sham exer-
cise boycotted by most Kashmiris, like previ-
ous ones. The only way the dark era in Kash-
mir can end is if the issue is resolved in accor-
dance with the wishes of the Kashmiri people 
and UN resolutions. Until then, its tragedy 
will continue and South Asia will be denuded 
of peace.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1707336

Fraud and fury in Kashmir
By: Maleeha Lodhi
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WHILE the world looks away, Narendra 
Modi’s government continues to take steps 
to impose more fraudulent arrangements 
on occupied Jammu and Kashmir. After 
J&K’s illegal annexation, bifurcation and 
integration into the Indian union three 
years ago, Delhi has used force and fraud 
to maintain its unlawful hold over the 
region. 
Aug 5, 2019, opened a new chapter in the 
tortured history of the occupied territory inten-
sifying the plight of the Kashmiri people. A 
prolonged cruel lockdown and communica-
tion blackout was imposed, the military siege 
tightened, the press muzzled and Kashmiri 
leaders jailed to prevent a popular upsurge 
against the move that took away virtually all 
the rights of the Kashmiri people. Internation-
al human rights organisations reported wide-
spread torture and arbitrary arrests, with thou-
sands picked up from their homes and 
children blinded by the use of pellet guns. The 
latest report of India’s Forum of Human 
Rights in J&K found that human rights abuses 
have continued unabated. They include “arbi-
trary detention, prohibition on public assem-
bly and mass imprisonment”. It also noted the 
“severe clampdown on the press” and that 
sedition laws continue to be used against polit-
ical leaders and journalists. Since August 
2019, the Modi government has used sweep-
ing and repressive measures to consolidate its 
control and take steps to eventually hold elec-
tions there to ‘legitimise’ it’s illegal actions. 
These efforts have involved drawing from the 
electoral fraud playbook to disempower Mus-
lims in the occupied territory. Its latest move 
earlier this month kicked up a veritable storm 
in Kashmir. The announcement by the chief 

electoral officer in the occupied valley, to 
grant voting rights to any Indian citizen, even 
temporarily residing there, marks another 
attempt to change the region’s demography. 
This is a brazen violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions on Kashmir as was the 
August 2019 action. There are 11 UN resolu-
tions on Kashmir. Specifically, the move 
contravenes UNSC resolution 38, whose para 
2 clearly states that neither party to the 
dispute can bring about a material change in 
the situation in Kashmir. The action aims to 
add almost 2.5 million additional voters, 
including non-locals, to the electoral rolls. 
This represents an increase of 30 per cent 
more voters to the electorate. The announce-
ment provoked fury and resentment in the 
valley. Leaders of the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) denounced the new elec-
tion measure. It was also rejected by tradition-
ally pro-Indian political leaders. Mehbooba 
Mufti, head of the People’s Democratic Party, 
described it as the “last nail in the coffin of 
electoral democracy”. She accused the BJP of 
trying to execute a “Nazi Germany or Israeli 
policy” in Kashmir. Former chief minister 
Farooq Abdullah’s National Conference 
asserted that “inclusion of non-locals” was a 
“clear-cut ploy to disenfranchise the people of 
J&K”. India’s actions have sought to disen-
franchise and disempower Kashmiri Mus-
lims. Pakistan strongly condemned the move. 
The foreign ministry called it “a clear manifes-
tation of the treacherous Indian design to influ-
ence the outcome of so-called elections” in 
occupied J&K. It also called on the Indian 
government to desist from actions that violate 
international law, the UN Charter and the 
fourth Geneva Convention. A Kashmiri jour-

LONDON/DUBAI: The General Secretariat 
of the International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion (INTERPOL) has confirmed that it had 
received requests from the government of 
Pakistan to issue Yellow Notices against the 
minor daughters of actor Sophia Mirza and 
businessman Umar Farooq Zahoor.
The Interpol has confirmed that international 
Yellow Notices for twins Zainab Umar and 
Zuneirah Umar were issued and their names 
were placed on the Interpol database for inter-
national tracing after two requests from the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) were 
received on April 30, 2020 and then again in 
the month of July 2020 on the request of 
Sophia Mirza who wanted her daughters to be 
traced by the Interpol and taken back to Paki-
stan. Names of Zuneirah Umar and Zainab 
Umar have been deleted after an investigation 
by Interpol which found the legal custody of 
both the daughters had already been granted 
to Umar Farooq Zahoor being their father and 
legal guardian by the Shariah Court of Dubai.
The two letters issued by the Office of Legal 
Affairs General Secretariat of Interpol 
confirm that Zuneirah and Zainab, both of 
whom are 15 years old, are no longer “subject 

to an INTERPOL Notice or diffusion”. 
Yellow notices are specifically issued to help 
locate missing persons, often minors, or to 
help identify persons who are unable to identi-
fy themselves. In this case, the FIA was clear-
ly used for revenge and personal purposes as 
both Sophia Mirza and the FIA have known 
the location and full contact details of Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and the twins who live with 
their father in Dubai. Zahoor and Sophia 
Mirza have been engaged in one of the 
longest-running court battles of kids’ custody 
and the FIA, Sophia Mirza and other institu-
tions were well cognisant of the whereabouts 
of Zahoor and his daughters in Dubai but the 
FIA misinformed Interpol that it was not 
aware of the location of the teenage twins and 
further requested Interpol to declare them as 
missing persons. Similar Notices were issued 
in the past in 2010 but later got deleted after 
UAE authorities refused to extradite Umar 
Farooq Zahoor and his daughters. It is also 
important to mention that Article 83(1)(a)(i) 
of Interpol’s Rules on the Processing of Data 
specifically prohibits the issuance of any 
Notices in family disputes and custody cases. 
Despite the clear mandate of Interpol laws 

and regulations Pakistani authorities through 
FIA completely misused the system for their 
own gains. The Interpol letter says: “After a 
thorough examination of the elements before 
it, the Commission found that the data chal-
lenged raised questions as to compliance with 
applicable rules. As a result, it considered that 
the retention of these data in the INTERPOL 
Information System was not compliant with 
INTERPOL’s rules and decided that they 
should be deleted. This decision was forward-
ed to the INTERPOL General Secretariat 
which has now deleted the data challenged 
from INTERPOL’s files. The Interpol docu-
ment further says: “Additionally please be 
advised that the INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat has informed all INTERPOL National Cen-
tral Bureaus (NCBs) that · in the application 
of the decision made by the Commission for 
the Control of INTERPOL's Files, the Gener-
al Secretariat has deleted the data relating to 
Ms Zainab Umar and Ms Zuneirah Umar; all 
international police cooperation via INTER-
POL’s channels in these cases would not be in 
conformity with INTERPOL’s Constitution 
and Rules. “The INTERPOL General Secretar-
iat also urged all NCBs to update their nation-
al databases accordingly, as well as to verify 
that the same is done by all national entities 
that have access to INTERPOL information.”
The Interpol letter is addressed to Umar 
Farooq at his office on Burj Al Salam, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Geo and The News had revealed earlier how 
in June 2020, Sophia Mirza (whose real name 
is Khushbakht Mirza) was helped by the FIA 
under Shahzad Akbar’s instruction to give her 
full support in her custody battle against her 
former husband Umar Farooq Zahoor who is 
based in Dubai. A source in the FIA shared 
that the agency acted against the twins as it 
was under pressure from the top for action 
through Interpol. Although a private dispute 
between Umar Farooq Zahoor and model 
Sophia Mirza, the matter was taken to the 

federal cabinet by former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s accountability advisor Shahzad 
Akbar for approval of the summary to initiate 
several actions against Umar Farooq Zahoor. 
The FIA Lahore Chief Dr Rizwan started 
action against Umar Farooq Zahoor: his name 
was placed on the Exit Control List (ECL), 
non-bailable warrants in one of the first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were obtained from 
court without fulfilling the legal require-
ments, and on the basis of said non-bailable 
warrants, his passport and CNIC were black-
listed and red notices were issued through the 
Interpol by National Crime Bureau (NCB) 
Pakistan for arresting Zahoor. In an interview 
last week, Zainab and Zunairah told The 
News and Geo that their mother planned to 
get them arrested and kidnapped to Pakistan 
after asking them to meet in either Saudi 
Arabia or London. Sophia Mirza and Umar 
Farooq Zahoor have been engaged in a legal 
battle for the custody of their two daughters 
for 15 years. Mirza says she needs the custody 
of their two daughters Zainab and Zunierah 
but the daughters have come out saying they 
are happy to live with their father and don’t 
agree with the demand of their mother. The 
teens have been living with their father for 15 
years in Dubai as Mirza and Zahoor had sepa-
rated a few days after the birth of the twins. 
The model initially handed over the twins to 
her ex-husband through a court settlement but 
later started a custody case and the matter 
reached a UAE court which gave full custody 
to him. Sophia Mirza didn’t respond to ques-
tions about the Interpol Yellow notices. An 
FIA spokesperson confirmed that the FIA 
wrote to Interpol to issue Yellow Notices for 
the minors.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/lat-
est/984847-fia-misused-interpols-system-
to-get-yellow-arrest-warrants-against-mi-
nors-zainab-and-zuneriah

nalist, who did not want to be named, told me 
that “announcing that domicile certificates 
were not necessary for inclusion of 2.5m new 
voters in the electoral rolls completes the 
process of turning a numerical majority into a 
political minority”. This, he added, “will go 
down in history of how to disempower a 
majority and make them subservient to a 
minority”. In fact, this measure and earlier 
ones resemble Israel’s illegal settler policies 
and are typical of methods used by occupiers.
The trajectory of Indian actions over the past 
three years shows the patent Indian intent to 
disenfranchise Kashmiri Muslims and impose 
a BJP government on the occupied territory 
after fraudulent polls. Towards this end, Delhi 
has sought to bring about administrative and 
demographic changes and recast the electoral 
map to give Jammu greater representation and 
reduce Muslim representation in order to shift 
the political balance to Hindus. In May this 
year, India’s Delimitation Commission 
carved out new electoral constituencies in 
J&K that disempower the Muslim population.
Muslims constitute over 68pc of J&K’s popu-
lation while Hindus are about 28pc, according 
to the 2011 census. Modi aims to turn this 
Muslim majority into a minority. The delimita-
tion handed Jammu six more seats in the 
90-member J&K Assembly while Kashmir 
was given only one more. Under this plan, 
Jammu would have a total of 43 seats, leaving 
Kashmir with 47. This despite the fact that, 
according to the 2011 census, the Kashmir 
Valley’s population was seven million while 
Jammu’s was 5.3m. Estimates of the present 
population of Kashmir are of course higher.
The move was roundly rejected across Kash-
mir. APHC leaders, who remain in detention, 
denounced it and sham elections in the future. 
Pro-Delhi Kashmiri politicians called the plan 
unacceptable as it sought to alter Kashmir’s 
demography. Prominent Indian intellectuals 
also decried the delimitation saying it was a 
violation of the principle of one man one vote. 

The Forum of Human Rights in J&K demand-
ed that the delimitation plan be shelved.
The question is whether by such blatant gerry-
mandering India’s ruling party can accom-
plish its political aim in Kashmir. Given the 
strong opposition and overwhelming condem-
nation of its plans by the Kashmiri people, the 
short answer is no. For over 70 years India has 
tried in vain to foist a regime on Kashmir that 
has always been rejected by the majority of 
people. It has jailed Kashmiri leaders but 
failed to ‘imprison’ the popular aspiration for 
freedom from Indian occupation. Delhi’s poli-
cies of oppression and subterfuge have been a 
failure in Kashmir and only intensified the 
alienation of its people. If and when so-called 
elections are held, they will be a sham exer-
cise boycotted by most Kashmiris, like previ-
ous ones. The only way the dark era in Kash-
mir can end is if the issue is resolved in accor-
dance with the wishes of the Kashmiri people 
and UN resolutions. Until then, its tragedy 
will continue and South Asia will be denuded 
of peace.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1707336
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WASHINGTON: The United States on 
Sunday denounced Russia’s “cynical obstruc-
tionism” after Moscow blocked adoption of a 
joint declaration on nuclear non-proliferation 
following lengthy international negotiations 
at the United Nations. The Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT), which 191 signato-
ries review every five years, aims to stop the 
spread of nuclear weapons, promote complete 
disarmament and promote cooperation in the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy. Russia on 
Friday prevented the declaration’s adoption, 
saying it took issue with “political” aspects of 
the text — a step criticised by Washington. 
“After weeks of intensive but productive nego-
tiations, the Russian Federation alone decided 
to block consensus on a final document” at 
the conclusion of the four-week NPT review 
conference, State Department deputy spokes-
man Vedant Patel said in a statement.  He said 
Moscow’s move was done “in order to block 
language that merely acknowledged the grave 
radiological risk at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant in Ukraine,” a major atomic facil-
ity that is currently occupied by the Russian 
military. The latest draft text had expressed 

“grave concern” over military activities 
around Ukrainian power plants, including 
Zapori zhzhia, as well as over Ukraine’s loss 
of control of such sites and the negative 
impact on safety.“Despite Russia’s cynical 
obstruction, the fact that all other parties 
supported the final document demonstrates 
the treaty’s essential role in preventing nucle-
ar proliferation,” the State Department’s Patel 
said. He reiterated Washington’s call for 
Russia to end its military activity near Zapor-
izhzhia “and return control of the plant to 
Ukraine.” Meanwhile, neutral and non-nucle-
ar Austria on Saturday condemned the 
attitude at the talks of major powers, and not 
just Russia. “While three-quarters of the 191 
signatory states support credible progress for 
nuclear disarmament, it is mainly the nucle-
ar-armed states, and above all Russia, which 
resisted,” the government in Vienna said in a 
statement. It noted that contrary to treaty com-
mitments, Britain, China, France, Russia and 
the United States are improving or expanding 
their stock of nuclear weapons.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1707304

US Blasts ‘Cynical’ Russia For Blocking 
UN Nuclear Text
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The relationship between the United States 
and China is moving in a “very worrying” 
direction toward dangerous territory and both 
sides risk “sleepwalking into conflict,” Singa-
pore Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong 
has said. The likely next Singaporean PM’s 
comments were made in an interview with 
Bloomberg in response to questions about US 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s recent trip to 
Taiwan, which enraged China as it regards the 
island as part of its territory. Wong said the 
situation in the region is getting more uncer-
tain, but he believes “Taiwan is certainly one 
flashpoint.”  China’s military said it conduct-
ed combat alert patrols and military drills in 
the waters and airspace around Taiwan on 
Monday, a day after the arrival of a US 
congressional delegation to Taipei, which 
came hot on the heels of Pelosi’s visit, and 
which also prompted a ramping up of 
full-scale military drills. Against this worry-
ing escalation of tension, it certainly does 
seem that Singapore’s PM-in-waiting is right 
in his warnings. However, to my mind, there’s 
one real hope here that could help to cool hot 
heads: global trade. It is in the interests of 
both China and the US not to go all-out mili-
tarily in Taiwan because it is home to more 
than 90% of the manufacturing capacity for 
the world’s most advanced semiconductors. It 
is in their interests to maintain civil relations 
with trading partners and/or with foreign 
nations through which important logistical 
lines go. Taiwan Semiconductor Manufactur-
ing Company (TSMC), the world’s largest 
and most critical chip manufacturer, makes 
products that are an integral part of every-
thing from consumer products to military 
aircraft. Currently, 10% of TSMC’s revenue 
comes from China, according to the company, 

and more than half of its revenue comes from 
the United States. With the world’s two larg-
est economies being so economically depen-
dent on the same source, there’s a glimmer of 
hope that serious issues in the Taiwan Strait 
can be avoided. Authorities from all sides 
should be using this mutual economic interde-
pendence as a driver of peace. It seems clear 
that a higher degree of bilateral economic 
interdependence limits the incentive to use 
military force in interstate relations. History – 
and countless studies and research – shows 
that nations with more trading links and part-
nerships tend to have more favorable interna-
tional relations. In addition, global trade is a 
boost to domestic populations as households 
and companies can export and/or import the 
consumption goods or production goods that 
are too expensive or difficult to acquire 
domestically. As the Cato Institute, a Washing-
ton-based think-tank, concluded in a report 
about bilateral foreign relations: “It is evident 
that greater global trade openness is helpful in 
promoting peace.” With Taiwan’s essential 
semiconductor industry thrust into an other-
wise largely ideological struggle between the 
US and China, every effort must now be made 
to harness the power of global trade, not only 
for economic superiority, but for peace. 
https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/glob-
al-trade-as-path-to-peace-and-prosperity/

Global Trade As Path To Peace And Prosperity
The row over US politicians’ recent visits to Taiwan has highlighted how rivals’ 
shared needs can lead to shared solutions.  By: Nigel Green
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The last remaining member of an uncontacted 
indigenous group in Brazil has died, officials 
say. The man, whose name was not known, 
had lived in total isolation for the past 26 
years. He was known as Man of the Hole 
because he dug deep holes, some of which he 
used to trap animals while others appear to be 
hiding spaces. His body was found on 23 
August in a hammock outside his straw hut. 
There were no signs of violence. He is 
thought to have died of natural causes at an 
estimated age of 60. The man was the last of 
an indigenous group living in the Tanaru indig-
enous area in the state of Rondônia, which 
borders Bolivia. The majority of his tribe are 
believed to have been killed as early as the 
1970s by ranchers wanting to expand their 
land. In 1995, six of the remaining members 
of his tribe were killed in an attack by illegal 
miners, making him the sole survivor. Brazil's 
Indigenous Affairs Agency (Funai) only 
became aware of his survival in 1996, and had 
been monitoring the area ever since for his 
own safety.
It was during a routine patrol that Funai agent 
Altair José Algayer found the man's body 
covered in macaw feathers in a hammock 
outside one of his straw huts. Indigenous 
expert Marcelo dos Santos told local media 
that he thought the man had placed the feath-
ers on himself, knowing that he was about to 
die. "He was waiting for death, there were no 
signs of violence," he said, adding that the 
man had probably died 40 to 50 days before 
his body was found. There were no signs of 
any incursions in his territory and nothing in 
his hut had been disturbed, officials said. A 

post-mortem will be carried out to try to deter-
mine whether he had contracted a disease. As 
he had avoided any contact with outsiders, it 
is not known what language the man spoke or 
which ethnic group he may have belonged to. 
In 2018, members of Funai managed to film 
him during a chance encounter in the jungle. 
In the footage, he can be seen hacking at a tree 
with something resembling an axe. There had 
been no sighting of him since, but Funai 
agents did come across his straw huts and the 
deep holes he dug. Some had sharpened 
spikes at the bottom and are thought to have 
been traps for animals he hunted, such as wild 
boar. Mr Algayer, the Funai agent who found 
his body, said that all of the huts the man had 
built over the years - of which there were 
more than 50 - also contained a 3m-deep (10 
ft) hole. Mr Algayer thinks the holes may 
have held a spiritual significance for the man, 
while others have speculated that he may 
have used them as hiding places.
Evidence found over the years in the area also 
suggests he planted maize and manioc and 
collected honey as well as fruits such as 

papaya and bananas. Under Brazil's constitu-
tion, indigenous people have a right to their 
traditional land, and access to the land he 
inhabited, known as the Tanaru Indigenous 
Territory, has been restricted since 1998.
The areas surrounding the 8,070-hectare terri-
tory are used for farming and landowners 
have in the past expressed their anger at being 
banned from entering the indigenous territory. 
In 2009, a Funai post in the area was damaged 
and cartridge shells were left behind in what 
was considered a threat to the Man of the 
Hole and the Funai agents protecting him. 
The restriction order has to be renewed every 
few years and in order for it to be approved, 
the presence of members of an indigenous 
group on the land in question has to be docu-
mented. With the Man of the Hole dead, indig-
enous rights groups have called for the Tanaru 
reserve to be granted permanent protection. 
There are about 240 indigenous tribes in 
Brazil, with many under threat as illegal 
miners, loggers and farmers encroach onto 
their territory, warns Survival International, a 
pressure group fighting for the rights of indig-
enous people. The risks facing Brazil's indige-
nous people were highlighted recently when 
activist Txai Suruí received death threats after 
she gave a passionate speech at the opening 
ceremony of the COP26 global climate 
summit in Glasgow.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-ameri-
ca-62712318

'Man of the Hole': Last of his tribe dies 
in Brazil
By Vanessa Buschschlüter
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NEW DELHI: The Indian Air Force said 
Tuesday it has fired three officers for acci-
dentally firing a missile into Pakistan earlier 
this year — on March 9. The missile landing 
did not result in casualties, and both the 
nuclear-armed nations handled the situation 
calmly — with no further escalation. "Brah-
Mos" is a nuclear-capable and land-attack 
cruise missile which had been launched into 
Pakistan on March 9. It was jointly devel-
oped by India and Russia. The incident 
prompted Islamabad to seek answers from 
New Delhi on safety mechanisms in place to 
avoid accidental missile launches. "A Court 
of Inquiry, set up to establish the facts of the 
case, including fixing responsibility for the 
incident, found that deviation from the Stan-
dard Operating Procedures by three officers 
led to the accidental firing of the missile," 
the air force said in a statement. The Indian 
Air Force said the government had 
dismissed the three officers with immediate 
effect today. Pakistan had summoned Indian 
Charge d'Afaires (Cd'A) to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs days after the incident to 
record the nation's protest over the incident.
"The Government of India is cautioned to be 
mindful of the unpleasant consequences of 
such negligence and take effective measures 
to avoid the recurrence of such violations in 
future," a statement by the FO stated.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/
984824-indian-air-force-fires-3-offi-
cers-for-firing-missiles-into-pakistan

The Indian Air Force says it has sacked 
three officers for accidentally firing a 
missile into Pakistan earlier this year

Indian Air Force fires 
3 officers for firing mis-

sile into Pakistan

The last remaining member of an uncontacted 
indigenous group in Brazil has died, officials 
say. The man, whose name was not known, 
had lived in total isolation for the past 26 
years. He was known as Man of the Hole 
because he dug deep holes, some of which he 
used to trap animals while others appear to be 
hiding spaces. His body was found on 23 
August in a hammock outside his straw hut. 
There were no signs of violence. He is 
thought to have died of natural causes at an 
estimated age of 60. The man was the last of 
an indigenous group living in the Tanaru indig-
enous area in the state of Rondônia, which 
borders Bolivia. The majority of his tribe are 
believed to have been killed as early as the 
1970s by ranchers wanting to expand their 
land. In 1995, six of the remaining members 
of his tribe were killed in an attack by illegal 
miners, making him the sole survivor. Brazil's 
Indigenous Affairs Agency (Funai) only 
became aware of his survival in 1996, and had 
been monitoring the area ever since for his 
own safety.
It was during a routine patrol that Funai agent 
Altair José Algayer found the man's body 
covered in macaw feathers in a hammock 
outside one of his straw huts. Indigenous 
expert Marcelo dos Santos told local media 
that he thought the man had placed the feath-
ers on himself, knowing that he was about to 
die. "He was waiting for death, there were no 
signs of violence," he said, adding that the 
man had probably died 40 to 50 days before 
his body was found. There were no signs of 
any incursions in his territory and nothing in 
his hut had been disturbed, officials said. A 

post-mortem will be carried out to try to deter-
mine whether he had contracted a disease. As 
he had avoided any contact with outsiders, it 
is not known what language the man spoke or 
which ethnic group he may have belonged to. 
In 2018, members of Funai managed to film 
him during a chance encounter in the jungle. 
In the footage, he can be seen hacking at a tree 
with something resembling an axe. There had 
been no sighting of him since, but Funai 
agents did come across his straw huts and the 
deep holes he dug. Some had sharpened 
spikes at the bottom and are thought to have 
been traps for animals he hunted, such as wild 
boar. Mr Algayer, the Funai agent who found 
his body, said that all of the huts the man had 
built over the years - of which there were 
more than 50 - also contained a 3m-deep (10 
ft) hole. Mr Algayer thinks the holes may 
have held a spiritual significance for the man, 
while others have speculated that he may 
have used them as hiding places.
Evidence found over the years in the area also 
suggests he planted maize and manioc and 
collected honey as well as fruits such as 

papaya and bananas. Under Brazil's constitu-
tion, indigenous people have a right to their 
traditional land, and access to the land he 
inhabited, known as the Tanaru Indigenous 
Territory, has been restricted since 1998.
The areas surrounding the 8,070-hectare terri-
tory are used for farming and landowners 
have in the past expressed their anger at being 
banned from entering the indigenous territory. 
In 2009, a Funai post in the area was damaged 
and cartridge shells were left behind in what 
was considered a threat to the Man of the 
Hole and the Funai agents protecting him. 
The restriction order has to be renewed every 
few years and in order for it to be approved, 
the presence of members of an indigenous 
group on the land in question has to be docu-
mented. With the Man of the Hole dead, indig-
enous rights groups have called for the Tanaru 
reserve to be granted permanent protection. 
There are about 240 indigenous tribes in 
Brazil, with many under threat as illegal 
miners, loggers and farmers encroach onto 
their territory, warns Survival International, a 
pressure group fighting for the rights of indig-
enous people. The risks facing Brazil's indige-
nous people were highlighted recently when 
activist Txai Suruí received death threats after 
she gave a passionate speech at the opening 
ceremony of the COP26 global climate 
summit in Glasgow.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-ameri-
ca-62712318
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TOKYO: Water may have been brought to 
Earth by asteroids from the outer edges of the 
solar system, scientists said after analysing 
rare samples collected on a six-year Japanese 
space mission. In a quest to shed light on the 
origins of life and the formation of the 
universe, researchers are scrutinising material 
brought back to earth in 2020 from the aster-
oid Ryugu. The 5.4 grams (0.2 ounces) of 
rocks and dust were gathered by a Japanese 
space probe, called Hayabusa-2, that landed 
on the celestial body and fired an "impactor" 
into its surface. Studies on the material are 
beginning to be published, and in June, one 
group of researchers said they had found 
organic material which showed that some of 
the building blocks of life on Earth, amino 
acids, may have been formed in space. In a 
new paper published in the journal Nature 
Astronomy, scientists said the Ryugu samples 
could give clues to the mystery of how oceans 
appeared on Earth billions of years ago. "Vola-
tile and organic-rich C-type asteroids may 
have been one of the main sources of Earth's 
water," said the study by scientists from Japan 
and other countries, published Monday. "The 
delivery of volatiles (that is, organics and 

water) to the Earth is still a subject of notable 
debate," it said. But the organic materials 
found "in Ryugu particles, identified in this 
study, probably represent one important 
source of volatiles". The scientists hypothe-
sised that such material probably has an 
"outer Solar System origin", but said it was 
"unlikely to be the only source of volatiles 
delivered to the early Earth". Hayabusa-2 was 
launched in 2014 on its mission to Ryugu, 
around 300 million kilometres away, and 
returned to Earth's orbit two years ago to drop 
off a capsule containing the sample. In the 
Nature Astronomy study, the researchers 
again hailed the findings made possible by the 
mission. "Ryugu particles are undoubtedly 
among the most uncontaminated Solar 
System materials available for laboratory 
study and ongoing investigations of these 
precious samples will certainly expand our 
understanding of early Solar System process-
es," the study said.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e n e w s . c o m . p k / l a t -
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Space mission shows Earth's water may 
be from asteroids: study
Scientists said Ryugu samples could give clues to how oceans appeared on Earth 
billions of years ago
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I am proud to be an 84-year-old 
Chinese-American: proud of my Chinese heri-
tage and at one time proud to be an American. 
My friends frequently ask me why I am so 
critical of our government. I tell them that as 
a citizen, I have a right and duty to criticize 
when I see my country heading in the wrong 
direction. It has not always been like this. One 
of my proudest moments was when I became 
a naturalized citizen many years ago. To be an 
American was something to be proud of and 
look forward to. I thought I was enjoying a 
charmed life and living in the best of two 
worlds. Before I immigrated to America, I 
lived in China for my first 11 years, a country 
devastated by war with Japan. But I had the 
good fortune of living in a remote area of 
China that never saw one Japanese soldier. 
Thus I didn’t have to witness the many 
unspeakable acts of atrocity committed by the 
Japanese military. When my mom, my sisters 
and I joined my dad in Seattle, he was a gradu-
ate student on a very limited income. We lived 
in the university housing project where each 
duplex was modestly better than a Quonset 
hut. But we lived within the district of one of 
the best elementary schools in town. At Lau-
relhurst Elementary, my classmates, mostly 
from well-to-do families, helped me learn 
English as quickly as I could absorb it. A 
friend gave me helmet and shoulder pads and 
I quickly learned to play football. At no time 
did I feel the sting of racism. My welcome to 
America was all cookies and cream.  I graduat-
ed at the top of my senior class and received a 
scholarship and part-time job on campus to 
attend the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy. By the time I became a young father 
raising a family in New Jersey, I was the super-
visor of a materials-testing laboratory. My 
company encouraged me to complete my 
doctoral studies by giving me leave and finan-
cial support.  I was living my American 
dream. I even participated in exercising Amer-
ican democracy by becoming a grassroots 
worker campaigning for delegates going to 
the Democratic National Convention to cast 
their votes for Eugene McCarthy as the 
party’s presidential nominee. But watching 
the 1968 Chicago convention on national TV, 
I was appalled and outraged. Mayor Richard 
Daley’s police force was supposed to main-
tain law and order. Instead, they were instiga-
tors of violence and chaos, clubbing the 
protesters outside the convention. I wrote a 
letter to the Newark Evening News, a major 
daily in New Jersey, expressing my indigna-
tion. To my surprise, my letter was published. 
That encouragement caused me to think that 
expressing my opinion could make a differ-
ence. After I moved my family to California, I 
continued to participate in civic affairs and 
local politics. I was the campaign manager for 
two friends running for the city council – at 
different times. One won and the other did 
not. When my city decided to establish a 
“Human Relations Commission,” I was 
appointed to the first one. One of my commen-
dations read: “His service demonstrates his 
commitment to the community and the desire 
to promote the fullest participation of all mem-
bers of the community.” When Mike Honda 
decided to run for Congress and asked for my 
help, I was happy to help because he was an 

honorable and genuine human being with a 
generous heart.  He won on his first try and 
when we met for lunch to celebrate, he told 
me that his first task at hand was to raise a lot 
of money for his campaign war chest so that 
potential opponents would think twice about 
running to unseat him. His revelation 
surprised me but also drove home to me the 
realization that money had taken control of 
our democracy. Fast-forward to today, and I 
keep asking myself, “Why has my country 
fallen so low?” We can’t seem to keep up with 
other developed countries that are our peers.
We unfailingly acknowledge the importance 
of education as critical to the future of our 
children, but we only talk and don’t do 
anything about it. The quality of education 
depends on the average household income in 
the local area where the school is located. 
Children from the city ghettoes hardly ever 
get a decent education and thus start out in life 
with a disadvantage that many are not 
equipped to overcome. In some parts of our 
country teaching creationism has the same 
legitimacy as teaching science and mathemat-
ics. Some Americans still believe that our 
Earth is 6,000 years old. Ignorance is regard-
ed as a badge of honor. 

Thou shalt not commit perjury 
“Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth?” I may have 
learned the oath from the long-running TV 
serial Perry Mason, but I came to understand 
that honesty and being truthful were among 
the foundational principles that made Ameri-
ca great.  Today, public figures of any and all 
stripes tell lies and do not even bat an eyelash. 
They violate every statute of the constitution 
as if the laws of the land do not apply to them. 
There is no sense of honor and right or wrong 
or even any hint of shame. Our two major 
political parties battle for control of the feder-
al government and Congress. They devote 
virtually all of their energy and attention to 

outmaneuvering the other side just to gain an 
edge. Getting re-elected and retaining their 
seats in Congress have highest priority unless 
it’s to unseat someone from the other party. 
Pettiness reigns and national interest is rarely 
on the table. My e-mail inbox is filled daily 
with solicitations from candidates running for 
public office asking me for a campaign contri-
bution. People I have never heard of, running 
for the House or Senate or governor from a 
state far from California, and they don’t ever 
ask what issues I support. They simply 
presume that I care about their getting elected. 
They just want my money. If I can write a big 
check, they will come running again and 
again. If I don’t write checks but can “bundle” 
a lot of checks from other contributors into a 
bagful, I will be regarded as a person of influ-
ence. America’s democracy is all about 
money and it takes more and more to enter the 
fray. Thoughtful and capable politicians are 
getting out. Our roads and bridges are dilapi-
dated, college and university tuition has been 
rising beyond most household budgets, 
women are denied the right to decide what’s 
good for their health, and schoolchildren are 
regularly slaughtered in mass shootings. 
These are just a few indicators of what’s 
wrong with America.  Heaven help any aspir-
ing leader who wants to correct the problems 
at home and campaign on what America 
needs to fix. Such a candidate won’t get finan-
cial sponsors and won’t get nominated, much 
less win any election. Incumbents will not 
risk their chances of re-election by tackling 
these knotty issues and are very adept at kick-
ing the can down the road.
 
Anti-China chorus 
The one sure-fire way to political success is to 
demonize China and attack China as our 
adversary, an easy adversary accepted by both 
parties. In the process, every ethnic Asian in 
America becomes a prospective target of hate 
crime, because “all Asians look alike.” 

To add fuel to the fire, the director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation even boasted 
about the many cases of investigation opened 
daily on Chinese-Americans employed in 
American universities and research organiza-
tions.  He never talks about the disproportion-
ate number of cases that were dismissed or 
dropped because of lack of evidence or the 
FBI’s haste to accuse. He doesn’t acknowl-
edge the financial ruin suffered by the inno-
cent victims because of the cost of their legal 
defense and their having to deal with careers 
in tatters. A senator from Arkansas even 
suggested that students from China should not 
be allowed to come to the US for further stud-
ies in science and engineering but only on 
Shakespeare.  Indeed, because of arbitrary 
prosecutions, random violence from hate 
crimes and uncertain treatment on granting of 
visas, enrollment from China has already 
dropped substantially. There is nothing to 
suggest that this trend is likely to reverse.
Heretofore, Chinese-Americans have contrib-
uted far more than their pro rata would indi-
cate. They come to America as part of China’s 
cream of the crop, already well trained and 
prepared to contribute with diligence and 
motivation. If they stop coming, it will be 
America’s loss. Meanwhile, Washington is 
investing all its energy on pushing China’s 
head under water, all the while not doing 
anything to solve the social and economic ills 
rooted within our country. China will contin-
ue to work around the American embargoes 
and sanctions and surpass the US with one 
technological advance after another. It 
already has taken the lead in many technical 
disciplines, Shakespearean scholarship not 
being among them.
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Confessions of a disgruntled 
Chinese-American

Heaven help any aspiring leader who wants to correct America’s problems at 
home and campaign on what the US needs to fix

By: George Koo
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I am proud to be an 84-year-old 
Chinese-American: proud of my Chinese heri-
tage and at one time proud to be an American. 
My friends frequently ask me why I am so 
critical of our government. I tell them that as 
a citizen, I have a right and duty to criticize 
when I see my country heading in the wrong 
direction. It has not always been like this. One 
of my proudest moments was when I became 
a naturalized citizen many years ago. To be an 
American was something to be proud of and 
look forward to. I thought I was enjoying a 
charmed life and living in the best of two 
worlds. Before I immigrated to America, I 
lived in China for my first 11 years, a country 
devastated by war with Japan. But I had the 
good fortune of living in a remote area of 
China that never saw one Japanese soldier. 
Thus I didn’t have to witness the many 
unspeakable acts of atrocity committed by the 
Japanese military. When my mom, my sisters 
and I joined my dad in Seattle, he was a gradu-
ate student on a very limited income. We lived 
in the university housing project where each 
duplex was modestly better than a Quonset 
hut. But we lived within the district of one of 
the best elementary schools in town. At Lau-
relhurst Elementary, my classmates, mostly 
from well-to-do families, helped me learn 
English as quickly as I could absorb it. A 
friend gave me helmet and shoulder pads and 
I quickly learned to play football. At no time 
did I feel the sting of racism. My welcome to 
America was all cookies and cream.  I graduat-
ed at the top of my senior class and received a 
scholarship and part-time job on campus to 
attend the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy. By the time I became a young father 
raising a family in New Jersey, I was the super-
visor of a materials-testing laboratory. My 
company encouraged me to complete my 
doctoral studies by giving me leave and finan-
cial support.  I was living my American 
dream. I even participated in exercising Amer-
ican democracy by becoming a grassroots 
worker campaigning for delegates going to 
the Democratic National Convention to cast 
their votes for Eugene McCarthy as the 
party’s presidential nominee. But watching 
the 1968 Chicago convention on national TV, 
I was appalled and outraged. Mayor Richard 
Daley’s police force was supposed to main-
tain law and order. Instead, they were instiga-
tors of violence and chaos, clubbing the 
protesters outside the convention. I wrote a 
letter to the Newark Evening News, a major 
daily in New Jersey, expressing my indigna-
tion. To my surprise, my letter was published. 
That encouragement caused me to think that 
expressing my opinion could make a differ-
ence. After I moved my family to California, I 
continued to participate in civic affairs and 
local politics. I was the campaign manager for 
two friends running for the city council – at 
different times. One won and the other did 
not. When my city decided to establish a 
“Human Relations Commission,” I was 
appointed to the first one. One of my commen-
dations read: “His service demonstrates his 
commitment to the community and the desire 
to promote the fullest participation of all mem-
bers of the community.” When Mike Honda 
decided to run for Congress and asked for my 
help, I was happy to help because he was an 

honorable and genuine human being with a 
generous heart.  He won on his first try and 
when we met for lunch to celebrate, he told 
me that his first task at hand was to raise a lot 
of money for his campaign war chest so that 
potential opponents would think twice about 
running to unseat him. His revelation 
surprised me but also drove home to me the 
realization that money had taken control of 
our democracy. Fast-forward to today, and I 
keep asking myself, “Why has my country 
fallen so low?” We can’t seem to keep up with 
other developed countries that are our peers.
We unfailingly acknowledge the importance 
of education as critical to the future of our 
children, but we only talk and don’t do 
anything about it. The quality of education 
depends on the average household income in 
the local area where the school is located. 
Children from the city ghettoes hardly ever 
get a decent education and thus start out in life 
with a disadvantage that many are not 
equipped to overcome. In some parts of our 
country teaching creationism has the same 
legitimacy as teaching science and mathemat-
ics. Some Americans still believe that our 
Earth is 6,000 years old. Ignorance is regard-
ed as a badge of honor. 

Thou shalt not commit perjury 
“Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth?” I may have 
learned the oath from the long-running TV 
serial Perry Mason, but I came to understand 
that honesty and being truthful were among 
the foundational principles that made Ameri-
ca great.  Today, public figures of any and all 
stripes tell lies and do not even bat an eyelash. 
They violate every statute of the constitution 
as if the laws of the land do not apply to them. 
There is no sense of honor and right or wrong 
or even any hint of shame. Our two major 
political parties battle for control of the feder-
al government and Congress. They devote 
virtually all of their energy and attention to 

outmaneuvering the other side just to gain an 
edge. Getting re-elected and retaining their 
seats in Congress have highest priority unless 
it’s to unseat someone from the other party. 
Pettiness reigns and national interest is rarely 
on the table. My e-mail inbox is filled daily 
with solicitations from candidates running for 
public office asking me for a campaign contri-
bution. People I have never heard of, running 
for the House or Senate or governor from a 
state far from California, and they don’t ever 
ask what issues I support. They simply 
presume that I care about their getting elected. 
They just want my money. If I can write a big 
check, they will come running again and 
again. If I don’t write checks but can “bundle” 
a lot of checks from other contributors into a 
bagful, I will be regarded as a person of influ-
ence. America’s democracy is all about 
money and it takes more and more to enter the 
fray. Thoughtful and capable politicians are 
getting out. Our roads and bridges are dilapi-
dated, college and university tuition has been 
rising beyond most household budgets, 
women are denied the right to decide what’s 
good for their health, and schoolchildren are 
regularly slaughtered in mass shootings. 
These are just a few indicators of what’s 
wrong with America.  Heaven help any aspir-
ing leader who wants to correct the problems 
at home and campaign on what America 
needs to fix. Such a candidate won’t get finan-
cial sponsors and won’t get nominated, much 
less win any election. Incumbents will not 
risk their chances of re-election by tackling 
these knotty issues and are very adept at kick-
ing the can down the road.
 
Anti-China chorus 
The one sure-fire way to political success is to 
demonize China and attack China as our 
adversary, an easy adversary accepted by both 
parties. In the process, every ethnic Asian in 
America becomes a prospective target of hate 
crime, because “all Asians look alike.” 

To add fuel to the fire, the director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation even boasted 
about the many cases of investigation opened 
daily on Chinese-Americans employed in 
American universities and research organiza-
tions.  He never talks about the disproportion-
ate number of cases that were dismissed or 
dropped because of lack of evidence or the 
FBI’s haste to accuse. He doesn’t acknowl-
edge the financial ruin suffered by the inno-
cent victims because of the cost of their legal 
defense and their having to deal with careers 
in tatters. A senator from Arkansas even 
suggested that students from China should not 
be allowed to come to the US for further stud-
ies in science and engineering but only on 
Shakespeare.  Indeed, because of arbitrary 
prosecutions, random violence from hate 
crimes and uncertain treatment on granting of 
visas, enrollment from China has already 
dropped substantially. There is nothing to 
suggest that this trend is likely to reverse.
Heretofore, Chinese-Americans have contrib-
uted far more than their pro rata would indi-
cate. They come to America as part of China’s 
cream of the crop, already well trained and 
prepared to contribute with diligence and 
motivation. If they stop coming, it will be 
America’s loss. Meanwhile, Washington is 
investing all its energy on pushing China’s 
head under water, all the while not doing 
anything to solve the social and economic ills 
rooted within our country. China will contin-
ue to work around the American embargoes 
and sanctions and surpass the US with one 
technological advance after another. It 
already has taken the lead in many technical 
disciplines, Shakespearean scholarship not 
being among them.
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I am proud to be an 84-year-old 
Chinese-American: proud of my Chinese heri-
tage and at one time proud to be an American. 
My friends frequently ask me why I am so 
critical of our government. I tell them that as 
a citizen, I have a right and duty to criticize 
when I see my country heading in the wrong 
direction. It has not always been like this. One 
of my proudest moments was when I became 
a naturalized citizen many years ago. To be an 
American was something to be proud of and 
look forward to. I thought I was enjoying a 
charmed life and living in the best of two 
worlds. Before I immigrated to America, I 
lived in China for my first 11 years, a country 
devastated by war with Japan. But I had the 
good fortune of living in a remote area of 
China that never saw one Japanese soldier. 
Thus I didn’t have to witness the many 
unspeakable acts of atrocity committed by the 
Japanese military. When my mom, my sisters 
and I joined my dad in Seattle, he was a gradu-
ate student on a very limited income. We lived 
in the university housing project where each 
duplex was modestly better than a Quonset 
hut. But we lived within the district of one of 
the best elementary schools in town. At Lau-
relhurst Elementary, my classmates, mostly 
from well-to-do families, helped me learn 
English as quickly as I could absorb it. A 
friend gave me helmet and shoulder pads and 
I quickly learned to play football. At no time 
did I feel the sting of racism. My welcome to 
America was all cookies and cream.  I graduat-
ed at the top of my senior class and received a 
scholarship and part-time job on campus to 
attend the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy. By the time I became a young father 
raising a family in New Jersey, I was the super-
visor of a materials-testing laboratory. My 
company encouraged me to complete my 
doctoral studies by giving me leave and finan-
cial support.  I was living my American 
dream. I even participated in exercising Amer-
ican democracy by becoming a grassroots 
worker campaigning for delegates going to 
the Democratic National Convention to cast 
their votes for Eugene McCarthy as the 
party’s presidential nominee. But watching 
the 1968 Chicago convention on national TV, 
I was appalled and outraged. Mayor Richard 
Daley’s police force was supposed to main-
tain law and order. Instead, they were instiga-
tors of violence and chaos, clubbing the 
protesters outside the convention. I wrote a 
letter to the Newark Evening News, a major 
daily in New Jersey, expressing my indigna-
tion. To my surprise, my letter was published. 
That encouragement caused me to think that 
expressing my opinion could make a differ-
ence. After I moved my family to California, I 
continued to participate in civic affairs and 
local politics. I was the campaign manager for 
two friends running for the city council – at 
different times. One won and the other did 
not. When my city decided to establish a 
“Human Relations Commission,” I was 
appointed to the first one. One of my commen-
dations read: “His service demonstrates his 
commitment to the community and the desire 
to promote the fullest participation of all mem-
bers of the community.” When Mike Honda 
decided to run for Congress and asked for my 
help, I was happy to help because he was an 

honorable and genuine human being with a 
generous heart.  He won on his first try and 
when we met for lunch to celebrate, he told 
me that his first task at hand was to raise a lot 
of money for his campaign war chest so that 
potential opponents would think twice about 
running to unseat him. His revelation 
surprised me but also drove home to me the 
realization that money had taken control of 
our democracy. Fast-forward to today, and I 
keep asking myself, “Why has my country 
fallen so low?” We can’t seem to keep up with 
other developed countries that are our peers.
We unfailingly acknowledge the importance 
of education as critical to the future of our 
children, but we only talk and don’t do 
anything about it. The quality of education 
depends on the average household income in 
the local area where the school is located. 
Children from the city ghettoes hardly ever 
get a decent education and thus start out in life 
with a disadvantage that many are not 
equipped to overcome. In some parts of our 
country teaching creationism has the same 
legitimacy as teaching science and mathemat-
ics. Some Americans still believe that our 
Earth is 6,000 years old. Ignorance is regard-
ed as a badge of honor. 

Thou shalt not commit perjury 
“Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth?” I may have 
learned the oath from the long-running TV 
serial Perry Mason, but I came to understand 
that honesty and being truthful were among 
the foundational principles that made Ameri-
ca great.  Today, public figures of any and all 
stripes tell lies and do not even bat an eyelash. 
They violate every statute of the constitution 
as if the laws of the land do not apply to them. 
There is no sense of honor and right or wrong 
or even any hint of shame. Our two major 
political parties battle for control of the feder-
al government and Congress. They devote 
virtually all of their energy and attention to 

outmaneuvering the other side just to gain an 
edge. Getting re-elected and retaining their 
seats in Congress have highest priority unless 
it’s to unseat someone from the other party. 
Pettiness reigns and national interest is rarely 
on the table. My e-mail inbox is filled daily 
with solicitations from candidates running for 
public office asking me for a campaign contri-
bution. People I have never heard of, running 
for the House or Senate or governor from a 
state far from California, and they don’t ever 
ask what issues I support. They simply 
presume that I care about their getting elected. 
They just want my money. If I can write a big 
check, they will come running again and 
again. If I don’t write checks but can “bundle” 
a lot of checks from other contributors into a 
bagful, I will be regarded as a person of influ-
ence. America’s democracy is all about 
money and it takes more and more to enter the 
fray. Thoughtful and capable politicians are 
getting out. Our roads and bridges are dilapi-
dated, college and university tuition has been 
rising beyond most household budgets, 
women are denied the right to decide what’s 
good for their health, and schoolchildren are 
regularly slaughtered in mass shootings. 
These are just a few indicators of what’s 
wrong with America.  Heaven help any aspir-
ing leader who wants to correct the problems 
at home and campaign on what America 
needs to fix. Such a candidate won’t get finan-
cial sponsors and won’t get nominated, much 
less win any election. Incumbents will not 
risk their chances of re-election by tackling 
these knotty issues and are very adept at kick-
ing the can down the road.
 
Anti-China chorus 
The one sure-fire way to political success is to 
demonize China and attack China as our 
adversary, an easy adversary accepted by both 
parties. In the process, every ethnic Asian in 
America becomes a prospective target of hate 
crime, because “all Asians look alike.” 

To add fuel to the fire, the director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation even boasted 
about the many cases of investigation opened 
daily on Chinese-Americans employed in 
American universities and research organiza-
tions.  He never talks about the disproportion-
ate number of cases that were dismissed or 
dropped because of lack of evidence or the 
FBI’s haste to accuse. He doesn’t acknowl-
edge the financial ruin suffered by the inno-
cent victims because of the cost of their legal 
defense and their having to deal with careers 
in tatters. A senator from Arkansas even 
suggested that students from China should not 
be allowed to come to the US for further stud-
ies in science and engineering but only on 
Shakespeare.  Indeed, because of arbitrary 
prosecutions, random violence from hate 
crimes and uncertain treatment on granting of 
visas, enrollment from China has already 
dropped substantially. There is nothing to 
suggest that this trend is likely to reverse.
Heretofore, Chinese-Americans have contrib-
uted far more than their pro rata would indi-
cate. They come to America as part of China’s 
cream of the crop, already well trained and 
prepared to contribute with diligence and 
motivation. If they stop coming, it will be 
America’s loss. Meanwhile, Washington is 
investing all its energy on pushing China’s 
head under water, all the while not doing 
anything to solve the social and economic ills 
rooted within our country. China will contin-
ue to work around the American embargoes 
and sanctions and surpass the US with one 
technological advance after another. It 
already has taken the lead in many technical 
disciplines, Shakespearean scholarship not 
being among them.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e n e w s . c o m . p k / l a t -
e s t / 9 8 2 8 4 6 - s p a c e - m i s -
sion-shows-earths-water-may-be-from-astero
ids-study

Health Alert Issued for 
Brand of Frozen Chicken 

Tenders After Possible Con-
tamination

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food 
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) issued 
a public health alert on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 
warning of possible foreign material contam-
ination in select packages of Perdue frozen 
chicken tenders. The potential contamina-
tion was discovered when a consumer com-
plained to BJs Wholesale Club—the only 
retailer carrying this particular prod-
uct—that their gluten-free Perdue chicken 
breast tenders had contained a small piece of 
clear plastic, as well as blue dye.  According 
to the FSIS, there haven't been any 
confirmed reports of illness or injury due to 
consumption of these products, but the 
service is concerned that consumers may 
have contaminated products sitting in their 
home freezers.  A formal recall hasn't been 
issued, as the affected products are no longer 
available for purchase, but consumers who 
are in possession of 42 oz. bags of the 
gluten-free tenders, specifically with a 
best-by date of July 12, 2023, and lot 
number 2193 (found above the best-by date) 
should dispose of the product or return it to 
the point of purchase. 
https://parade.com/.amp/news/health-alert
-issued-perdue-frozen-chicken-tenders-for-
eign-material-contamination-2022
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For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

The big event is still more than four years 
away, but from federal agencies to local mu-
seums, the nation’s history community has 
already begun planning for the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States. Beyond simply 
celebrating the Revolution, the “Semiquin-
centennial” commemoration is also an oppor-
tunity to share American history in ways that 
fully explore the diverse people and complex 
events of our country’s past. As debate over 
what history is and who controls the nation’s 
historical narrative continues to be a partisan 
lightning rod, it is a minor miracle the 250th 
has so far taken shape beneath the radar. 
Although the U.S. Semiquincentennial Com-
mission and its private, nonprofit partner the 
America250 Foundation have been accused in 
recent weeks of a variety of misdeeds (includ-
ing discrimination, which the foundation 
denies), the actual content focus of the 
250th—its approach to history—has 
remained out of the limelight. That peace 
seems unlikely to last long. Over the next few 
years, as planning for 2026 collides with the 
Presidential election of 2024, the attention of 
both politicians and the public will turn more 
directly to the Semiquincentennial. The con-
troversies sure to ensue stand to have a pro-
found effect on the way many Americans 
understand our shared national past for 
decades to come. After all, major anniversa-
ries have a remarkable ability to shape public 
engagement with history. Nearly 50 years 
ago, as historian M.J. Rymsza-Pawlowska has 
shown, the 1976 Bicentennial transformed 
how Americans connect with history and 
understand our national story. When President 
Richard M. Nixon tried to steer federal Bicen-
tennial planning toward an unquestioning 

celebration of American achievement, com-
munities across the country responded with a 
vision of American history that included a 
wider range of voices, correcting gaps and 
silences in the mainstream historical narra-
tive. Grassroots efforts led to the creation of 
thousands of new museums, historical societ-
ies, and history programs that shared a more 
complete story of the American past. These 
institutions and programs form an important 
part of today’s history infrastructure, and a 
more expansive conception of history has 
become core to professional historical prac-
tice. Today, the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission has embraced this particular 
Bicentennial legacy, intentionally planning a 
commemoration of U.S. history driven by 
local interests. Established by Congress in 
2016, the Commission includes members of 
Congress, heads of major federal agencies 
related to history and education, and 16 
private citizens appointed by both parties. 
Together with America250, the Commission 
has set the ambitious goal of making the 
Semiquincentennial “the most inclusive com-
memoration in our nation’s history.” The 
effort to explore history through multiple per-
spectives extends to state-level planning as 

well. In the past few years, 21 states estab-
lished commissions tasked with planning the 
250th anniversary commemoration, and 11 
more have introduced legislation to create 
state commissions already in 2022. In South 
Carolina, the state’s 250th commission plans 
to share history “from all points of view,” 
including “the beauty and the warts and the 
terror of it all.” Expanding on traditional com-
memoration approaches, the Nebraska 250th 
commission will “promote under-represented 
groups from the American Revolutionary 
War, including, but not limited to, women, 
American Indians, and persons of color.” 
Many other states have similarly prioritized 
an approach to the 250th that includes diverse 
perspectives, leaning on their state’s history 
and museum community to develop the com-
memoration program for 2026. Though these 
national and state-level efforts have thus far 
avoided the kind of overt politicization tied to 
other forms of public engagement with histo-
ry, there have been several near misses. 

When Donald Trump established the “1776 
Commission” in the final months of his presi-
dency—part of his effort to narrowly define 
the terms of “patriotic” history—he left out 
mention of the federal Semiquincentennial 
Commission, which, during his tenure as 
President, had advanced plans for a broad 
commemoration of the American Revolution. 

Similarly, in the summer of 2020, Senator 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas introduced a bill to 
ban the 1619 Project from being taught in 
schools, as part of a backlash that sees the 
project (which tells the story of American 
history through the lens of slavery) as insuffi-
ciently reverent toward the Founding Fathers 
and the legacy of the Revolution. Cotton 
made no mention, however, of the upcoming 
250th anniversary—despite being an appoint-
ed member of the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission.  At the state level, the discon-
nect between 250th planning and the wider 
history wars is even more stark. Many of the 
same legislatures that passed bills to create 
250th commissions dedicated to exploring the 
full depth of the American past have also 
introduced hundreds of so-called “divisive 
concepts” bills to restrict the teaching of slav-
ery, racism, and violence in U.S. history. Such 
bills frame nearly all shameful parts of our 
history as merely momentary deviations from 
the march of liberty and progress. With the 
anniversary more than four years out, the 
250th is still just a bit too distant to register 
much concern among either the public or 
elected officials. Audience research conduct-
ed by state history organizations has suggest-
ed that few people are yet thinking forward to 
2026. So, although Semiquincentennial plans 
are developing alongside broader arguments 
over what history is or should be in recent 
years—providing plenty of tinder for turning 
the 250th into a political fire—the immediacy 
and passion of education issues seem to have 
offered lower hanging fruit, leaving 250th 
planning largely unscathed. The history wars 
and the Semiquincentennial have thus pro-
ceeded in parallel, though they seem certain 
to intersect in the coming years. Yet for histo-
ry professionals, advancing Semiquincenten-
nial plans against the backdrop of current 
controversies has been strategically useful, 
offering new perspective on the effort 
required to bring to fruition a commemoration 

that shares a more honest story of our nation’s 
past. In Utah, planning for an inclusive 250th 
commemoration is proceeding amid the 
growing national debate about what history is 
and whose stories count. To fortify efforts to 
share the full history of the state, Utah’s Divi-
sion of State History is deliberately working 
in concert with a broad range of stakeholders 
and community partners. That includes col-
laborative efforts such as “Peoples of Utah 
Revisited,” a project supported by the state’s 
leadership that demonstrates a strong commit-
ment to amplifying diverse voices. “We know 
and fully understand the arc of the national 
dialogue,” Division Director Jennifer Ortiz 
told me recently. “If we do this work together, 
we’re going to be stronger.” Other organiza-
tions around the country are taking a similar 
tack, using collective effort to slowly shift 
public knowledge of the past toward a broad-
er understanding of who and what makes up 
U.S. history. Though some in the field want to 
see a wholly unapologetic approach, these 
more deliberate strategies can help maintain 
public trust, and—amid heated partisan con-
troversy—provide the strong foundation 
required to sustain programs that encourage 
critical engagement with history. Today, it is a 
vocal minority that actively opposes more 
complete, more nuanced historical narratives. 
Recent research reveals that most Americans 
see the value of including multiple perspec-
tives in history, think it’s acceptable for 

people to feel uncomfortable when learning 
difficult subjects, and believe an increased 
focus on the history of race and slavery is 
good for society. Museum audience research-
er Susie Wilkening has calculated that fewer 
than 20% of Americans have truly “anti-in-
clusive” attitudes. Planning for 2026 is bound 
to be fraught. As 250th programming comes 
into sharper focus over the next few years, 
both legitimate debate and bad-faith 
point-scoring will drive a major public con-
versation about how we commemorate the 
nation’s complex past. Yet as plans for the 
Semiquincentennial progress, today’s parti-
san debates about history enable government 
agencies, museums, scholars, and the public 
at large to more effectively chart a path 
forward for history work that is both inclusive 
and sustainable. Dealing with the current 
history controversy shows that, as 2026 nears, 
museums should proceed deliberately, coordi-
nating with stakeholders to help audiences 
recognize that history, like detective work, 
requires us to evaluate all available perspec-
tives and update our understanding as new 
evidence comes to light. Americans among 
the majority that values deep, thoughtful 
history can voice their desire for a commemo-
ration grounded in that approach—particular-
ly in states that have not yet created 250th 
anniversary commissions. With four years left 
to prepare, all Americans who support con-
tinuing to explore the nuance of the past can 
play a role in overcoming politically motivat-
ed attempts to sanitize this anniversary. By 
working together, we can ensure the 
Semiquincentennial can help us make prog-
ress toward a more just society by providing a 
widely shared and complete understanding of 
our nation’s history—one that endures as a 
lasting legacy of this anniversary. 

https://time.com/6159112/250th-anniversa-
ry-american-history/

The 250th Birthday of the US. Is Just a Few 
Years Away. Get Ready for Controversy
By: John Garrison Marks

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/
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For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

The big event is still more than four years 
away, but from federal agencies to local mu-
seums, the nation’s history community has 
already begun planning for the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States. Beyond simply 
celebrating the Revolution, the “Semiquin-
centennial” commemoration is also an oppor-
tunity to share American history in ways that 
fully explore the diverse people and complex 
events of our country’s past. As debate over 
what history is and who controls the nation’s 
historical narrative continues to be a partisan 
lightning rod, it is a minor miracle the 250th 
has so far taken shape beneath the radar. 
Although the U.S. Semiquincentennial Com-
mission and its private, nonprofit partner the 
America250 Foundation have been accused in 
recent weeks of a variety of misdeeds (includ-
ing discrimination, which the foundation 
denies), the actual content focus of the 
250th—its approach to history—has 
remained out of the limelight. That peace 
seems unlikely to last long. Over the next few 
years, as planning for 2026 collides with the 
Presidential election of 2024, the attention of 
both politicians and the public will turn more 
directly to the Semiquincentennial. The con-
troversies sure to ensue stand to have a pro-
found effect on the way many Americans 
understand our shared national past for 
decades to come. After all, major anniversa-
ries have a remarkable ability to shape public 
engagement with history. Nearly 50 years 
ago, as historian M.J. Rymsza-Pawlowska has 
shown, the 1976 Bicentennial transformed 
how Americans connect with history and 
understand our national story. When President 
Richard M. Nixon tried to steer federal Bicen-
tennial planning toward an unquestioning 

celebration of American achievement, com-
munities across the country responded with a 
vision of American history that included a 
wider range of voices, correcting gaps and 
silences in the mainstream historical narra-
tive. Grassroots efforts led to the creation of 
thousands of new museums, historical societ-
ies, and history programs that shared a more 
complete story of the American past. These 
institutions and programs form an important 
part of today’s history infrastructure, and a 
more expansive conception of history has 
become core to professional historical prac-
tice. Today, the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission has embraced this particular 
Bicentennial legacy, intentionally planning a 
commemoration of U.S. history driven by 
local interests. Established by Congress in 
2016, the Commission includes members of 
Congress, heads of major federal agencies 
related to history and education, and 16 
private citizens appointed by both parties. 
Together with America250, the Commission 
has set the ambitious goal of making the 
Semiquincentennial “the most inclusive com-
memoration in our nation’s history.” The 
effort to explore history through multiple per-
spectives extends to state-level planning as 

well. In the past few years, 21 states estab-
lished commissions tasked with planning the 
250th anniversary commemoration, and 11 
more have introduced legislation to create 
state commissions already in 2022. In South 
Carolina, the state’s 250th commission plans 
to share history “from all points of view,” 
including “the beauty and the warts and the 
terror of it all.” Expanding on traditional com-
memoration approaches, the Nebraska 250th 
commission will “promote under-represented 
groups from the American Revolutionary 
War, including, but not limited to, women, 
American Indians, and persons of color.” 
Many other states have similarly prioritized 
an approach to the 250th that includes diverse 
perspectives, leaning on their state’s history 
and museum community to develop the com-
memoration program for 2026. Though these 
national and state-level efforts have thus far 
avoided the kind of overt politicization tied to 
other forms of public engagement with histo-
ry, there have been several near misses. 

When Donald Trump established the “1776 
Commission” in the final months of his presi-
dency—part of his effort to narrowly define 
the terms of “patriotic” history—he left out 
mention of the federal Semiquincentennial 
Commission, which, during his tenure as 
President, had advanced plans for a broad 
commemoration of the American Revolution. 

Similarly, in the summer of 2020, Senator 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas introduced a bill to 
ban the 1619 Project from being taught in 
schools, as part of a backlash that sees the 
project (which tells the story of American 
history through the lens of slavery) as insuffi-
ciently reverent toward the Founding Fathers 
and the legacy of the Revolution. Cotton 
made no mention, however, of the upcoming 
250th anniversary—despite being an appoint-
ed member of the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission.  At the state level, the discon-
nect between 250th planning and the wider 
history wars is even more stark. Many of the 
same legislatures that passed bills to create 
250th commissions dedicated to exploring the 
full depth of the American past have also 
introduced hundreds of so-called “divisive 
concepts” bills to restrict the teaching of slav-
ery, racism, and violence in U.S. history. Such 
bills frame nearly all shameful parts of our 
history as merely momentary deviations from 
the march of liberty and progress. With the 
anniversary more than four years out, the 
250th is still just a bit too distant to register 
much concern among either the public or 
elected officials. Audience research conduct-
ed by state history organizations has suggest-
ed that few people are yet thinking forward to 
2026. So, although Semiquincentennial plans 
are developing alongside broader arguments 
over what history is or should be in recent 
years—providing plenty of tinder for turning 
the 250th into a political fire—the immediacy 
and passion of education issues seem to have 
offered lower hanging fruit, leaving 250th 
planning largely unscathed. The history wars 
and the Semiquincentennial have thus pro-
ceeded in parallel, though they seem certain 
to intersect in the coming years. Yet for histo-
ry professionals, advancing Semiquincenten-
nial plans against the backdrop of current 
controversies has been strategically useful, 
offering new perspective on the effort 
required to bring to fruition a commemoration 

that shares a more honest story of our nation’s 
past. In Utah, planning for an inclusive 250th 
commemoration is proceeding amid the 
growing national debate about what history is 
and whose stories count. To fortify efforts to 
share the full history of the state, Utah’s Divi-
sion of State History is deliberately working 
in concert with a broad range of stakeholders 
and community partners. That includes col-
laborative efforts such as “Peoples of Utah 
Revisited,” a project supported by the state’s 
leadership that demonstrates a strong commit-
ment to amplifying diverse voices. “We know 
and fully understand the arc of the national 
dialogue,” Division Director Jennifer Ortiz 
told me recently. “If we do this work together, 
we’re going to be stronger.” Other organiza-
tions around the country are taking a similar 
tack, using collective effort to slowly shift 
public knowledge of the past toward a broad-
er understanding of who and what makes up 
U.S. history. Though some in the field want to 
see a wholly unapologetic approach, these 
more deliberate strategies can help maintain 
public trust, and—amid heated partisan con-
troversy—provide the strong foundation 
required to sustain programs that encourage 
critical engagement with history. Today, it is a 
vocal minority that actively opposes more 
complete, more nuanced historical narratives. 
Recent research reveals that most Americans 
see the value of including multiple perspec-
tives in history, think it’s acceptable for 

people to feel uncomfortable when learning 
difficult subjects, and believe an increased 
focus on the history of race and slavery is 
good for society. Museum audience research-
er Susie Wilkening has calculated that fewer 
than 20% of Americans have truly “anti-in-
clusive” attitudes. Planning for 2026 is bound 
to be fraught. As 250th programming comes 
into sharper focus over the next few years, 
both legitimate debate and bad-faith 
point-scoring will drive a major public con-
versation about how we commemorate the 
nation’s complex past. Yet as plans for the 
Semiquincentennial progress, today’s parti-
san debates about history enable government 
agencies, museums, scholars, and the public 
at large to more effectively chart a path 
forward for history work that is both inclusive 
and sustainable. Dealing with the current 
history controversy shows that, as 2026 nears, 
museums should proceed deliberately, coordi-
nating with stakeholders to help audiences 
recognize that history, like detective work, 
requires us to evaluate all available perspec-
tives and update our understanding as new 
evidence comes to light. Americans among 
the majority that values deep, thoughtful 
history can voice their desire for a commemo-
ration grounded in that approach—particular-
ly in states that have not yet created 250th 
anniversary commissions. With four years left 
to prepare, all Americans who support con-
tinuing to explore the nuance of the past can 
play a role in overcoming politically motivat-
ed attempts to sanitize this anniversary. By 
working together, we can ensure the 
Semiquincentennial can help us make prog-
ress toward a more just society by providing a 
widely shared and complete understanding of 
our nation’s history—one that endures as a 
lasting legacy of this anniversary. 

https://time.com/6159112/250th-anniversa-
ry-american-history/

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/
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For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

The big event is still more than four years 
away, but from federal agencies to local mu-
seums, the nation’s history community has 
already begun planning for the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States. Beyond simply 
celebrating the Revolution, the “Semiquin-
centennial” commemoration is also an oppor-
tunity to share American history in ways that 
fully explore the diverse people and complex 
events of our country’s past. As debate over 
what history is and who controls the nation’s 
historical narrative continues to be a partisan 
lightning rod, it is a minor miracle the 250th 
has so far taken shape beneath the radar. 
Although the U.S. Semiquincentennial Com-
mission and its private, nonprofit partner the 
America250 Foundation have been accused in 
recent weeks of a variety of misdeeds (includ-
ing discrimination, which the foundation 
denies), the actual content focus of the 
250th—its approach to history—has 
remained out of the limelight. That peace 
seems unlikely to last long. Over the next few 
years, as planning for 2026 collides with the 
Presidential election of 2024, the attention of 
both politicians and the public will turn more 
directly to the Semiquincentennial. The con-
troversies sure to ensue stand to have a pro-
found effect on the way many Americans 
understand our shared national past for 
decades to come. After all, major anniversa-
ries have a remarkable ability to shape public 
engagement with history. Nearly 50 years 
ago, as historian M.J. Rymsza-Pawlowska has 
shown, the 1976 Bicentennial transformed 
how Americans connect with history and 
understand our national story. When President 
Richard M. Nixon tried to steer federal Bicen-
tennial planning toward an unquestioning 

celebration of American achievement, com-
munities across the country responded with a 
vision of American history that included a 
wider range of voices, correcting gaps and 
silences in the mainstream historical narra-
tive. Grassroots efforts led to the creation of 
thousands of new museums, historical societ-
ies, and history programs that shared a more 
complete story of the American past. These 
institutions and programs form an important 
part of today’s history infrastructure, and a 
more expansive conception of history has 
become core to professional historical prac-
tice. Today, the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission has embraced this particular 
Bicentennial legacy, intentionally planning a 
commemoration of U.S. history driven by 
local interests. Established by Congress in 
2016, the Commission includes members of 
Congress, heads of major federal agencies 
related to history and education, and 16 
private citizens appointed by both parties. 
Together with America250, the Commission 
has set the ambitious goal of making the 
Semiquincentennial “the most inclusive com-
memoration in our nation’s history.” The 
effort to explore history through multiple per-
spectives extends to state-level planning as 

well. In the past few years, 21 states estab-
lished commissions tasked with planning the 
250th anniversary commemoration, and 11 
more have introduced legislation to create 
state commissions already in 2022. In South 
Carolina, the state’s 250th commission plans 
to share history “from all points of view,” 
including “the beauty and the warts and the 
terror of it all.” Expanding on traditional com-
memoration approaches, the Nebraska 250th 
commission will “promote under-represented 
groups from the American Revolutionary 
War, including, but not limited to, women, 
American Indians, and persons of color.” 
Many other states have similarly prioritized 
an approach to the 250th that includes diverse 
perspectives, leaning on their state’s history 
and museum community to develop the com-
memoration program for 2026. Though these 
national and state-level efforts have thus far 
avoided the kind of overt politicization tied to 
other forms of public engagement with histo-
ry, there have been several near misses. 

When Donald Trump established the “1776 
Commission” in the final months of his presi-
dency—part of his effort to narrowly define 
the terms of “patriotic” history—he left out 
mention of the federal Semiquincentennial 
Commission, which, during his tenure as 
President, had advanced plans for a broad 
commemoration of the American Revolution. 

Similarly, in the summer of 2020, Senator 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas introduced a bill to 
ban the 1619 Project from being taught in 
schools, as part of a backlash that sees the 
project (which tells the story of American 
history through the lens of slavery) as insuffi-
ciently reverent toward the Founding Fathers 
and the legacy of the Revolution. Cotton 
made no mention, however, of the upcoming 
250th anniversary—despite being an appoint-
ed member of the U.S. Semiquincentennial 
Commission.  At the state level, the discon-
nect between 250th planning and the wider 
history wars is even more stark. Many of the 
same legislatures that passed bills to create 
250th commissions dedicated to exploring the 
full depth of the American past have also 
introduced hundreds of so-called “divisive 
concepts” bills to restrict the teaching of slav-
ery, racism, and violence in U.S. history. Such 
bills frame nearly all shameful parts of our 
history as merely momentary deviations from 
the march of liberty and progress. With the 
anniversary more than four years out, the 
250th is still just a bit too distant to register 
much concern among either the public or 
elected officials. Audience research conduct-
ed by state history organizations has suggest-
ed that few people are yet thinking forward to 
2026. So, although Semiquincentennial plans 
are developing alongside broader arguments 
over what history is or should be in recent 
years—providing plenty of tinder for turning 
the 250th into a political fire—the immediacy 
and passion of education issues seem to have 
offered lower hanging fruit, leaving 250th 
planning largely unscathed. The history wars 
and the Semiquincentennial have thus pro-
ceeded in parallel, though they seem certain 
to intersect in the coming years. Yet for histo-
ry professionals, advancing Semiquincenten-
nial plans against the backdrop of current 
controversies has been strategically useful, 
offering new perspective on the effort 
required to bring to fruition a commemoration 

that shares a more honest story of our nation’s 
past. In Utah, planning for an inclusive 250th 
commemoration is proceeding amid the 
growing national debate about what history is 
and whose stories count. To fortify efforts to 
share the full history of the state, Utah’s Divi-
sion of State History is deliberately working 
in concert with a broad range of stakeholders 
and community partners. That includes col-
laborative efforts such as “Peoples of Utah 
Revisited,” a project supported by the state’s 
leadership that demonstrates a strong commit-
ment to amplifying diverse voices. “We know 
and fully understand the arc of the national 
dialogue,” Division Director Jennifer Ortiz 
told me recently. “If we do this work together, 
we’re going to be stronger.” Other organiza-
tions around the country are taking a similar 
tack, using collective effort to slowly shift 
public knowledge of the past toward a broad-
er understanding of who and what makes up 
U.S. history. Though some in the field want to 
see a wholly unapologetic approach, these 
more deliberate strategies can help maintain 
public trust, and—amid heated partisan con-
troversy—provide the strong foundation 
required to sustain programs that encourage 
critical engagement with history. Today, it is a 
vocal minority that actively opposes more 
complete, more nuanced historical narratives. 
Recent research reveals that most Americans 
see the value of including multiple perspec-
tives in history, think it’s acceptable for 

people to feel uncomfortable when learning 
difficult subjects, and believe an increased 
focus on the history of race and slavery is 
good for society. Museum audience research-
er Susie Wilkening has calculated that fewer 
than 20% of Americans have truly “anti-in-
clusive” attitudes. Planning for 2026 is bound 
to be fraught. As 250th programming comes 
into sharper focus over the next few years, 
both legitimate debate and bad-faith 
point-scoring will drive a major public con-
versation about how we commemorate the 
nation’s complex past. Yet as plans for the 
Semiquincentennial progress, today’s parti-
san debates about history enable government 
agencies, museums, scholars, and the public 
at large to more effectively chart a path 
forward for history work that is both inclusive 
and sustainable. Dealing with the current 
history controversy shows that, as 2026 nears, 
museums should proceed deliberately, coordi-
nating with stakeholders to help audiences 
recognize that history, like detective work, 
requires us to evaluate all available perspec-
tives and update our understanding as new 
evidence comes to light. Americans among 
the majority that values deep, thoughtful 
history can voice their desire for a commemo-
ration grounded in that approach—particular-
ly in states that have not yet created 250th 
anniversary commissions. With four years left 
to prepare, all Americans who support con-
tinuing to explore the nuance of the past can 
play a role in overcoming politically motivat-
ed attempts to sanitize this anniversary. By 
working together, we can ensure the 
Semiquincentennial can help us make prog-
ress toward a more just society by providing a 
widely shared and complete understanding of 
our nation’s history—one that endures as a 
lasting legacy of this anniversary. 

https://time.com/6159112/250th-anniversa-
ry-american-history/

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/
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For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/

Why five years on, Rohingya refugee 
crisis still drags on
The UN human-rights chief says it’s not ‘safe’ for the Rohingya to return home, but 
‘safe’ for whom?

By: Arpita Hazarika
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For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/
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In early July, three Christian churches in 
Bethesda, Maryland, were set on fire and 
vandalized over a 24-hour period. At North 
Bethesda United Methodist Church, small 
fires were lit, the church's fellowship hall and 
food pantry were damaged, and donations 
were destroyed. 
At approximately the same time, officers 
were notified that the nearby Wildwood Bap-
tist Church was vandalized. Pastor David 
Sayne confirmed that the church's eight-foot 
wooden cross was "gone" and that 13 grave 
markers had been desecrated in an adjacent 
cemetery. Saint Jane Frances de Chantal 
Parish was also set ablaze, causing 66 
firefighters to respond to the scene. Accord-
ing to Reverend Samuel Giese, "anything that 
was glass was broken." Additionally, books 
that the Catholic church used for Mass were 
ripped to shreds, pews were lit on fire, an 
American flag was burned, plants on the altar 
were thrown, and statues were pulled from 
their pedestals. All told, the damage totaled an 
estimated $50,000. As Montgomery County 
Executive Marc Elrich said in a statement, "A 
hateful incident against one community 
impacts us all." Tragically, these are just a few 
of the recent examples of vandalism in Ameri-
ca's Christian churches. According to the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, there have 
been at least 162 incidents of arson, destruc-
tion, and vandalism of Catholic Churches 
since May 2020.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila of the Archdio-
cese of Denver described the devastating 
impact of the spike in church attacks in a 
November 2021 op-ed for The Washington 
Post. He wrote, "As Catholics, we recognize 

that this is a spiritual crisis...Yet as Ameri-
cans, we also clearly see a cultural crisis." The 
targeting of U.S. churches has prompted 
concern among people of faith in America. In 
a June 2022 poll, conducted by EWTN and 
Real Clear Opinion Research, 84 percent of 
U.S. Catholics were concerned about church 
attacks and 72 percent believed that anti-Cath-
olic sentiment is spreading across America. 
Amidst increasing antagonism, churches and 
faith-based organizations face heightened 
challenges in bringing essential services to 
those in need. As Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
wrote on June 24, "Sadly, our contributions to 
educating, feeding, healing, housing, and 
caring for the most vulnerable in society are 
not welcomed by everyone. Indeed, we seem 
to face growing hostility for putting our faith 
into action." The wave of church attacks in 
the United States is an intolerable attempt to 
intimidate Christians and prevent them from 
worshipping freely and serving their commu-
nities. Such attacks are a blatant violation of 
our fundamental right to religious freedom. 
These criminal acts harm not only church 
members, but also American communities at 
large that rely on church aid and support.
If America is to remain the world's leading 
champion and defender of religious freedom 
around the world, we must first ensure that 
every American has the right to worship 
freely and in accordance with his or her 
conscience here in the United States. 

https://www.newsweek.com/attacks-church-
es-harm-americas-communities-opinion-
1735308

For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/

Attacks on Churches Harm America's 
Communities | Opinion
By: Callista Gingrich
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This month, Egyptian officials reportedly 
brokered a ceasefire between Israel and the 
Islamic Jihad, ending the latest round of vio-
lence between terror organizations in Gaza 
and Israel. Israeli and U.S. leaders were quick 
to praise and thank Egypt for its successful 
mediation efforts. That's absurd. The Gaza 
Strip has always been closely connected, per-
haps even integral, to Egypt. Israel conquered 
it from Egypt in 1967 and controlled it until 
2005, after which Israel withdrew unilaterally 
and left Gaza to the Palestinian Authority. 
However, Hamas was quick to seize the strip 
in 2007, and has been controlling it ever 
since, making it one of the first territories in 
the world to be governed by an internationally 
recognized terror organization. True to its 
jihadi creed, Hamas waged its first large-scale 
campaign against Israel in 2009, followed by 
others in 2012, 2014 and 2021. According to 
rough estimates, since 2007 Hamas and the 
Islamic Jihad have fired at least 15,000 rock-
ets at Israel from Gaza, killing dozens of 
Israelis and wounding hundreds, while simul-
taneously bringing ruin and destruction on the 
impoverished area under its control. The Gaza 
Strip borders Israel, the Mediterranean Sea 
and Egypt. Israel controls the first two bor-
ders, but one border remains open, and is the 
main enabler of Gazan terror against Israel. 
Under the 7.5 mile Egypt-Gaza border, a 
sprawling array of commercial tunnels are 
active. It's through those tunnels that Gazan 
terrorists import all their weapons. Had it not 
been for those tunnels—and Egypt allowing 
traffic through them—Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad would have been forced to employ far 
more creative ways to obtain their Irani-

an-funded weapons. This is a strange thing for 
Egypt to do. The country is considered per-
haps the most vocal Arab opponent of Iranian 
expansionism in the Middle East, and suppos-
edly views Iranian extremism as a threat to its 
own security. It's odd that Egypt has allowed 
Iran to establish its most prominent Sunni 
proxy in the Arab world, Islamic Jihad, right 
at its doorstep. The Sinai Peninsula, which 
borders Gaza, has been practically lawless for 
years, suffering from chronic mismanage-
ment, lack of infrastructure, and most recently 
Islamic extremism. Before the local Islamic 
State affiliate claimed control of the peninsula 
in 2017, various Jihadi organizations con-
trolled parts of the territory and wreaked 
havoc against Egyptian troops and civilians. 
It was reported by the Washington Post and 
others in 2018 that Israel was very active in 
assisting the Egyptian military in its struggle 
with the Jihadis, providing real-time intelli-
gence and effective aerial attacks over Egyp-
tian soil. At Egypt's request, Israel has all but 
allowed the complete gutting of the military 
annex of the 1979 Peace Treaty between the 
countries, which determined severe limita-
tions on the presence of Egyptian military 
capabilities in Sinai. In response to previous 
Israeli requests, Egypt has made efforts to 
block, flood, or collapse some of the tunnels 
running from Egyptian Rafah to the Gazan 
side over the years. The scars in the desert soil 
are still visible in some parts, created by giant 
U.S.-made trenchers, designed to dissect the 
tunnels and then flood them. Recently, how-
ever, Egypt has made no efforts to stop the 
flow of arms and no one is holding it account-
able for the violence and suffering that 

For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?

https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/why-five-years
-on-rohingya-refugee-crisis-still-drags-on/

enables on both sides of the conflict. Just last 
week, six Gazan civilians died when an 
Islamic Jihad rocket misfired, fell short, and 
exploded over Jabaliya. That is not to mention 
dozens of Israelis traumatized by the constant 
rocket fire from Gaza. From a pure military 
perspective, I find it inconceivable that Egyp-
tian security forces fail to stop the steady flow 
of weapons through Sinai to Gaza. I know, 
because I was the deputy commander of the 
Gaza Division in the IDF, and it was my mis-
sion to defend Israel from the terrorists in 
Gaza. There is essentially one road to and 
from Rafah, and if blocking tunnels is too 
advanced for the Egyptians, maybe they 
should try intercepting the shipments of 
weapons before they enter the tunnels in the 
first place. I find it shameful that neither the 
Israeli not the U.S. governments demand any 
substantial action by Egypt to stop the blood-
shed, instead fawning over its belated media-
tion efforts. Since 1980, Egypt has received 
roughly $1.2 billion every year in foreign aid 
from the U.S. The United States has reminded 
Egypt of the conditional nature of that aid 
several times in recent history, usually when 
Egyptian human rights abuses became too 
much to stomach. 
But Egyptian inaction against the flow of 
weapons to Gaza warrants U.S. attention and 
clear demands that Egypt to take effective and 
immediate action. Egypt has its hands on the 
levers of war between Gaza and Israel and the 
United States and Israel are doing nothing 
about it. That must change in the immediate 
future, for the sake of Israel and everyone else 
involved. If not, the next round of fighting 
between terrorists in Gaza and Israel is just a 
matter of time.

https://www.newsweek.com/when-rock-
e t s - h i t - i s r a e l - g a -
za-egypt-partly-blame-opinion-1736193

When Rockets Hit Israel From Gaza, Egypt 
Is Partly to Blame | Opinion
By: Amir Avivi
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Secretary of Russia’s Se-
curity Council believes 
United States may de-

fault on its debt
MOSCOW, August 22. /TASS/. Secretary 
of Russia’s Security Council Nikolay Patru-
shev believes that the United States may 
default on its debt in the near future. Speak-
ing at consultations with colleagues from 
the countries of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which took 
place on Monday via video link, he noted 
that the US national debt has exceeded $30 
trillion, and the debt of Japan has reached 
almost $10 trillion. According to Patrushev, 
"taking into account such dynamics, there is 
every reason to believe that in the foresee-
able future these countries will have prob-
lems with servicing this debt." "As a result, 
Washington will default, as they have 
already done regarding their liabilities to 
Russia. The financial assets of any state 
denominated in US dollars and euros will 
simply be stolen," Patrushev concluded. He 
drew attention to the fact that food and 
energy prices in the world have risen 
mainly because of "the printing press oper-
ating in the US and Europe." "The main 
reason for the surge in food and energy 
prices is the printing press operating in the 
US and Europe. During the pandemic, the 
largest emission of money in 40 years took 
place. The United States printed $5.9 
trillion. As for the inflation burden which 
emerges in this situation, the Westerners 
cynically shift it to developing countries," 
the Secretary of the Security Council of 
Russia emphasized.
https://tass.com/economy/1496645?utm_-
s o u r c e = t w i t t e r . c o m & u t -
m_medium=social&utm_campaign=smm_
social_share

This month, Egyptian officials reportedly 
brokered a ceasefire between Israel and the 
Islamic Jihad, ending the latest round of vio-
lence between terror organizations in Gaza 
and Israel. Israeli and U.S. leaders were quick 
to praise and thank Egypt for its successful 
mediation efforts. That's absurd. The Gaza 
Strip has always been closely connected, per-
haps even integral, to Egypt. Israel conquered 
it from Egypt in 1967 and controlled it until 
2005, after which Israel withdrew unilaterally 
and left Gaza to the Palestinian Authority. 
However, Hamas was quick to seize the strip 
in 2007, and has been controlling it ever 
since, making it one of the first territories in 
the world to be governed by an internationally 
recognized terror organization. True to its 
jihadi creed, Hamas waged its first large-scale 
campaign against Israel in 2009, followed by 
others in 2012, 2014 and 2021. According to 
rough estimates, since 2007 Hamas and the 
Islamic Jihad have fired at least 15,000 rock-
ets at Israel from Gaza, killing dozens of 
Israelis and wounding hundreds, while simul-
taneously bringing ruin and destruction on the 
impoverished area under its control. The Gaza 
Strip borders Israel, the Mediterranean Sea 
and Egypt. Israel controls the first two bor-
ders, but one border remains open, and is the 
main enabler of Gazan terror against Israel. 
Under the 7.5 mile Egypt-Gaza border, a 
sprawling array of commercial tunnels are 
active. It's through those tunnels that Gazan 
terrorists import all their weapons. Had it not 
been for those tunnels—and Egypt allowing 
traffic through them—Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad would have been forced to employ far 
more creative ways to obtain their Irani-

an-funded weapons. This is a strange thing for 
Egypt to do. The country is considered per-
haps the most vocal Arab opponent of Iranian 
expansionism in the Middle East, and suppos-
edly views Iranian extremism as a threat to its 
own security. It's odd that Egypt has allowed 
Iran to establish its most prominent Sunni 
proxy in the Arab world, Islamic Jihad, right 
at its doorstep. The Sinai Peninsula, which 
borders Gaza, has been practically lawless for 
years, suffering from chronic mismanage-
ment, lack of infrastructure, and most recently 
Islamic extremism. Before the local Islamic 
State affiliate claimed control of the peninsula 
in 2017, various Jihadi organizations con-
trolled parts of the territory and wreaked 
havoc against Egyptian troops and civilians. 
It was reported by the Washington Post and 
others in 2018 that Israel was very active in 
assisting the Egyptian military in its struggle 
with the Jihadis, providing real-time intelli-
gence and effective aerial attacks over Egyp-
tian soil. At Egypt's request, Israel has all but 
allowed the complete gutting of the military 
annex of the 1979 Peace Treaty between the 
countries, which determined severe limita-
tions on the presence of Egyptian military 
capabilities in Sinai. In response to previous 
Israeli requests, Egypt has made efforts to 
block, flood, or collapse some of the tunnels 
running from Egyptian Rafah to the Gazan 
side over the years. The scars in the desert soil 
are still visible in some parts, created by giant 
U.S.-made trenchers, designed to dissect the 
tunnels and then flood them. Recently, how-
ever, Egypt has made no efforts to stop the 
flow of arms and no one is holding it account-
able for the violence and suffering that 

For the past five years, there has been much 
speculation about repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees. Recently, the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
added a new dimension to the issue. On 
August 16, she visited the Rohingya camp in 
Ukhia, an administrative region in Cox’s 
Bazar district, Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
expressed hope that she would promote their 
right to return to Myanmar. According to 
media reports, she tried to explain that the 
situation in Rakhine state is not yet favorable 
for the repatriation of Rohingya and advised 
them to wait and be patient. On August 25, 
2017, the Myanmar military carried out a mas-
sacre of the Rohingya population in Rakhine 
state. The Bangladeshi government gave shel-
ter to the Rohingya on humanitarian grounds. 
During the five years that have passed since 
then, Myanmar has tried to cover the issue of 
repatriation of the Rohingya under the cloak 
of various dramas. Myanmar has continually 
tried to convince the international community 
that it is serious about taking back the Rohing-
ya, but its actual steps have fallen short. On 
November 23, 2017, a 19-point agreement 
was signed between the governments of Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar regarding the repatria-
tion of the Rohingya, but its practical reflec-
tion is still not visible. On August 22, 2019, 
Myanmar announced that 3,450 Rohingyas 
would be divided into seven groups and taken 
back to their own country. But that too 
remains unfulfilled. In 2019, after a hearing 
of the case imposed by The Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, 
an interim order on January 23, 2020, did not 

include any direct instructions regarding the 
repatriation of the Rohingya. Then the Rohing-
ya repatriation talks got stuck because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the military coup in 
Myanmar. On February 1, 2021, Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing seized power. Although 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on June 18, 2021, regard-
ing Myanmar mentioned many issues includ-
ing the country’s democratic problems, there 
were no instructions regarding a solution of 
the Rohingya crisis. As well, no action by the 
UN is yet visible on the implementation of the 
resolution adopted on the Rohingya issue at 
the 47th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 12, 2021. The Rohing-
ya crisis has various aspects including the 
indifference of the international community, 
the silence of the United Nations, and the 
issue of Rohingya citizenship. One thing to 
note here is the elimination of all voices from 
the oppressed population. Rohingya leader 
Mohibullah was instrumental in repatriation 
efforts. His meeting with US president 

Donald Trump in July 2019, his multiple 
visits to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, and such actions as organizing a 
mass meeting of Rohingya on the anniversary 
of their arrival in Bangladesh on August 25, 
2019, were noteworthy. But on September 29, 
2021, he was shot dead by gunmen in Lamba-
sia Rohingya Camp East-West Block No 1. 
Although the details of the murder are not 
known, many believe that the Myanmar 
regime was behind it. 
What everyone is ‘waiting’ for
As for Michelle Bachelet’s concerns about the 
situation in Rakhine state, the exact situation 
is not being disclosed to the international com-
munity by Myanmar. At times, it has tried to 
divert the attention regarding the Rohingya 
back to Rakhine by favoring some organiza-
tions like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA). But the reality is that there are 
several economic projects being undertaken 
by China, India, Russia and others around 
Rakhine state. These include the Thelong 
Myanmar-China oil and gas pipeline project, 
including the construction of a deep-sea port, 
India’s Kaladan multi-purpose project, two 
hydropower projects, and a four-lane high-
way connecting Myanmar and Thailand and 
India. Other notable projects include invest-
ment by the Russian oil company Bashneft, 
and the Japanese government’s planned 
economic zone near Maungdoo, Rakhine.
The Myanmar government is working 
diligently to implement these projects. Repa-
triation of Rohingya to Rakhine state could 
derail such economic plans. This goes a long 
way toward understanding why Myanmar 
continues to politicize the situation in the 
state. Based on all this, Michelle Bachelet’s 
“please wait” message takes on a new perspec-
tive. When will the wait be over?
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enables on both sides of the conflict. Just last 
week, six Gazan civilians died when an 
Islamic Jihad rocket misfired, fell short, and 
exploded over Jabaliya. That is not to mention 
dozens of Israelis traumatized by the constant 
rocket fire from Gaza. From a pure military 
perspective, I find it inconceivable that Egyp-
tian security forces fail to stop the steady flow 
of weapons through Sinai to Gaza. I know, 
because I was the deputy commander of the 
Gaza Division in the IDF, and it was my mis-
sion to defend Israel from the terrorists in 
Gaza. There is essentially one road to and 
from Rafah, and if blocking tunnels is too 
advanced for the Egyptians, maybe they 
should try intercepting the shipments of 
weapons before they enter the tunnels in the 
first place. I find it shameful that neither the 
Israeli not the U.S. governments demand any 
substantial action by Egypt to stop the blood-
shed, instead fawning over its belated media-
tion efforts. Since 1980, Egypt has received 
roughly $1.2 billion every year in foreign aid 
from the U.S. The United States has reminded 
Egypt of the conditional nature of that aid 
several times in recent history, usually when 
Egyptian human rights abuses became too 
much to stomach. 
But Egyptian inaction against the flow of 
weapons to Gaza warrants U.S. attention and 
clear demands that Egypt to take effective and 
immediate action. Egypt has its hands on the 
levers of war between Gaza and Israel and the 
United States and Israel are doing nothing 
about it. That must change in the immediate 
future, for the sake of Israel and everyone else 
involved. If not, the next round of fighting 
between terrorists in Gaza and Israel is just a 
matter of time.

https://www.newsweek.com/when-rock-
e t s - h i t - i s r a e l - g a -
za-egypt-partly-blame-opinion-1736193
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BENGALURU: India likely recorded strong 
double-digit economic growth in the last 
quarter but economists polled by Reuters 
expected the pace to more than halve this 
quarter and slow further toward the end of the 
year as interest rates rise. Asia's third-largest 
economy is grappling with persistently high 
unemployment and inflation, which has been 
running above the top of the Reserve Bank of 
India's tolerance band all year and is set to do 
so for the rest of 2022. Growth this quarter is 
predicted to slow sharply to an annual 6.2% 
from a median forecast of 15.2% in Q2, sup-
ported mainly by statistical comparisons with 
a year ago rather than new momentum, before 
decelerating further to 4.5% in October-De-
cember. The median expectation for 2022 
growth was 7.2%, according to an Aug 22-26 
Reuters poll, but economists said that the 
solid growth rate masks how rapidly the econ-
omy was expected to slow in coming months. 
"Even as India remains the fastest-growing 
major economy, domestic consumption will 
perhaps not be strong enough to drive growth 
further as unemployment remains high and 
real wages are at a record low level," said 
Kunal Kundu, India economist at Societe 
Generale. "By supporting growth through 
investment, the government has only fired on 
one engine while forgetting about the impetus 
which domestic consumption provides. This 
is why India's growth is still below its 
pre-pandemic trend." The economy has not 
grown fast enough to accommodate some 12 
million people joining the labour force each 
year. Meanwhile the RBI, a relative laggard in 
the global tightening cycle, is set to raise its 
key repo rate by another 60 basis points by the 

end of March to try to bring inflation within 
the tolerance limit. That follows three interest 
rate rises this year totalling 140 basis points, 
and would take the repo rate to 6.00% by 
end-Q1 2023. While the central bank's man-
dated target band is 2%-6%, inflation was 
expected to average 6.9% and 6.2% this quar-
ter and next, respectively, before falling just 
below the top end of the range to 5.8% in Q1 
2023. That is roughly in line with the central 
bank's projection. "Despite signs of a cool-off 
in price pressures ... it is premature to go easy 
on the inflation fight given considerable 
uncertainties from geopolitical risks and hard 
landing risks in major economies," said 
Radhika Rao, senior economist at DBS. The 
economy is also enduring inflation pressure 
from a weak rupee, which for months has 
been trading close to 80 to the U.S. dollar, a 
level the central bank has been defending in 
currency markets by selling dollar reserves.
The latest Reuters poll also showed India's 
current account deficit swelling to 3.1% of 
gross domestic product this year, the highest 
in at least a decade, which may put further 
pressure on the currency.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2373764/indias
-status-as-worlds-fastest-growing-major-
economy-to-be-short-lived-poll

India's Status As World's Fastest Growing 
Major Economy To Be Short-lived: Poll
Asia's third-largest economy is grappling with persistently high unemployment 
and inflation



30

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com September 2022

Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire, had 
nine wives: Aisha Sultan Begum, Zeineb 
Sultan Begum, Maasumeh Sultan Begum, 
Bibi Mubarika, Maham Begum, Dildar 
Begum, Gulrukh Begum, Gulnar Agha 
Begum, and Raiqah Begum. Babur acquired a 
number of more wives and concubines over 
the years, and as befitted a prince, he was able 
to maintain the integrity of his dynasty. Akbar is considered to be the greatest Mughal 

Emperor of India. It is said, he had almost 300 
wives, second wives, and concubines. 
Perhaps not all of them are royalty. He had 36 
primary wives and 3 consorts. Akbar married 
Jodha Bai, the daughter of the Rajput ruler of 
Ajmer, Raja Bharmal. She is also known as 
Mariam-uz-Zamani.

Humayun, the second Mughal Emperor, 
followed in his father’s footsteps and had 
more than four wives. Early in his life, he mar-
ried Bega Begum. Shad Bibi and Chand Bibi, 
afterwards, entered his harem. There were 
others as well, including Maywa-Jan, 

Shahnam Agha, Gul-Barg Barlas, Gunwar 
Bibi, and Mah-Chehak Begum. When Huma-
yun first saw Hamida Banu, she had just 
turned 13 years old. He could have been her 
father, but love knows no age restrictions. 
Hamida, who was too young to speak, only 
grinned as a man continued following her 
around in his gaze. 

1

3

2

4

In Pics: From Maham Begum to Zeenat Mahal, 
a look at wives of Mughal Emperors
While the Mughal Emperors played an important role in the empire's foundation, 
each queen had her own persona and was no less than their king.
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Jahangir was the fourth Mughal Emperor and 
one of the most prominent rulers of the 
empire. Jahangir had a total of 20 wives, 
including Nur Jahan, his preferred spouse. 
Many of his marriages were performed for 
political purposes, while others were for 
private purposes. When Jahangir was only 16 
years old in 1585, he was engaged to Man 
Bai, the Rajput princess of Amer. Man Bai's 
name was changed by Jahangir to Shah 
Begum (royal lady). Jahangir married several 
additional women quickly after his first one. 
Jagat Gosain, the daughter of Udai Singh, was 
married to Jahangir on June 26, 1586. Soon 
after their wedding, Jagat Gosain, who was 
renowned for her beauty, intellect, bravery, 
and humour, became Jahangir's favourite 
wife. 

One of the most daring Mughal kings was 
Aurangzeb. He gained the respect of his 
family and the Mughal court after defeating 
an elephant that had attacked him. In 1637, 
Aurangzeb married Safavid princess Dilras 
Banu. She was known as Rabia-ud-Daurani 
after her death. She was both his favourite and 
his first wife. He also harboured feelings for a 
young slave girl named Hira Bai, whose 
untimely death deeply saddened him. In 1638, 
Nawab Bai, known as Rahmat al-Nisa, mar-
ried Aurangzeb. At some point, Aurangzeb 
also married Aurangabadi Mahal, a Circas-
sian or Georgian, at some point. In his older 
years, he was carried away by his consort, 
Udaipuri Bai.

Azam Shah was Aurangzeb's eldest son. At 
that point in time, Aurangzeb was the ruler of 
the Mughals. Azam was slated to marry a 
member of his cousin's family. Iran Dukht 
Rahmat Banu was her name, and she held the 
title of Bibi Pari. Due to Bibi Pari's death in 
Dacca in 1665, their wedding could not take 

Shah Jahan was one of the most successful 
emperors of the Mughal Empire. He was the 
fifth Mughal ruler. Shah Jahan and Arjumand 
Banu Begum (Mumtaz Mahal) got engaged in 
1607. The couple had to wait until 1612 to get 
married, according to the court astrologers. 
His marriage to Mumtaz was delayed for five 
years. He married Kandahari Begum, a 
Persian princess, in his first wedding after 
being instructed to postpone his wedding to 
Mumtaz until 1612. He also wed two more 
women, Akbarabadi Mahal (Izz un-Nisa 
Begum) and Muti Begum, but it's stated that 
these unions were arranged for political 
reasons and that the ladies he wed for these 
purposes were more regarded as "royal 
wives". 

place. In May of 1668, he married Ramani 
Gabharu, a princess of the Ahom people. 
Rahmat Banu Begum was her new name after 
the marriage. Their union turned out to be one 
that was political. After this marriage lasted 
for a year, in 1669, Azam married his first 
cousin, Princess Jahanzeb Banu Begum. She 
was the niece of his oldest uncle, Dara 
Shikoh. Jahanzeb was Azam's favourite wife 
and deeply loved him.

5

6
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Azam Shah was Aurangzeb's eldest son. At 
that point in time, Aurangzeb was the ruler of 
the Mughals. Azam was slated to marry a 
member of his cousin's family. Iran Dukht 
Rahmat Banu was her name, and she held the 
title of Bibi Pari. Due to Bibi Pari's death in 
Dacca in 1665, their wedding could not take 

place. In May of 1668, he married Ramani 
Gabharu, a princess of the Ahom people. 
Rahmat Banu Begum was her new name after 
the marriage. Their union turned out to be one 
that was political. After this marriage lasted 
for a year, in 1669, Azam married his first 
cousin, Princess Jahanzeb Banu Begum. She 
was the niece of his oldest uncle, Dara 
Shikoh. Jahanzeb was Azam's favourite wife 
and deeply loved him.

Jahandar Shah was the ninth Mughal Emperor 
who ruled for a brief period from 1712 to 
1713. Jahandar Shah had a carefree life, and 
dance and entertainment were commonplace 
in his court. The daughter of Mirza Mukarram 
Khan Safavi was the first bride of Jahandar 
Shah. After her death, he married Sayy-
id-un-Nissa Begum, her niece. Anup Bai, a 
princess of the Rajputs, was his third wife. 
The daughter of Khasusiyat Khan, Lal 
Kunwar, was his fourth spouse. In recognition 
of his affection for her, Jahandar Shah 
bestowed the title Imtiyaz Mahal on her. 

The final Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah II, 
also known as Bahadur Shah Zafar in history, 
ruled from 1837 until 1857. Bahadur Shah 
Zafar had four wives and numerous concu-
bines. Without describing his wife, Zeenat 
Mahal, Bahadur Shah Zafar's story would be 
lacking. In 1840, he married Zeenat Mahal. 
She had a significant impact on the emperor, 
who gave his adored wife full control of his 
empire. She assumed de facto control of 
India. Her greatest wish was to crown her son 
as India's next emperor, but the English law of 
primogeniture stood in the way. Even during 
the independence fight, she forbade her son 
from interacting with the rebels because she 
knew the revolt would be quickly put down 
and that she would then make her son a ruler. 
But the British want to abolish the monarchy. 
She was consequently banished to Rangoon 
with her son, where she passed away in 1886.
https://www.news9live.com/photogallery/knowl-
edge-images/in-pics-from-maham-begum-to-
zeenat-mahal-a-look-at-wives-of-mughal-
emperors-191135?infinitescroll=1

Mirza Nasir-ud-Din Muḥammad Shah was 
the 13th Mughal Emperor. Muhammad Shah 
had four wives. His first wife and chief 
consort was his first cousin, Princess Badshah 
Begum. He married her after his accession 
and gave her the title Malika-uz-Zamani 
(Queen of the Age). She was his most influen-
tial wife and exercised her opinions on him. 
After she died, Muhammad Shah married 
Sahiba Mahal. His third wife was a dancing 
girl, Udham Bai.

9
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Staying hydrated is critical for feeling good 
and operating at your best. Given that the 
body is made up of an average of 60 percent 
water (though this amount varies from person 
to person), it requires H20 to function on 
numerous levels. You need more than two 
hands to count the number of awesome things 
water does within your body, but some of its 
main jobs include removing waste and toxins, 
regulating body temperature, lubricating 
joints, and improving cellular, tissue, and 
organ health, says Tamika Henry, MD, MBA, 
board-certified family physician and founder 
of Unlimited Health Institute in Pasadena, 
Calif. Other tasks include aiding in saliva pro-
duction, proper digestion, and the delivery of 
oxygen throughout your body. Throughout 
the day, we naturally use and lose water—we 
sweat, we pee, we exhale—and can't actually 
produce more of it by ourselves. Therefore, 
we rely on external sources to replenish prop-
erly. When you lose more water than you take 
in, you're considered dehydrated. But you 
probably don't track whether you're dehydrat-
ed by keeping tabs on your water intake and 
output—you more likely wait until you feel 
thirsty. But here's the kicker: "If you're thirsty, 
you're already mildly dehydrated," Dr. Henry 
says. While thirst is the most common signal 
of dehydration—and you should absolutely 
listen to it—there are several other, less-obvi-
ous ways to tell if you're water-deprived, 
including some mental and emotional mark-
ers that may surprise you. 
Mental and Physical Signs of Dehydration
1. You have bad breath.
Bad breath has many causes, including dehy-
dration. Why? Because saliva has antibacteri-

al properties, and the creation of saliva 
requires water. When you're dehydrated, sali-
vary production goes down because your 
body has to do some hydration triage and 
divert fluids to its higher-priority locations. 
"The ability to fight odor-causing germs in 
your mouth may not be efficient [when you're 
dehydrated], causing bad breath," explains 
Shyamala Vishnumohan, PhD, director of 
food and nutrition and certified prenatal dieti-
tian at One to One Consulting in Perth, Aus-
tralia.
2. You feel hungry.
First things first: It's very possible that you're 
actually hungry, in which case, please eat! But 
there are times when you feel peckish or 
notice cravings (often for salty foods) because 
you're really thirsty, Dr. Henry says. It's 
important to pay close attention to your body 
and learn the difference—not because you 
shouldn't be eating, but because your body is 
trying to tell you that it needs water. Next time 
you feel hungry, but aren't sure why—maybe 
you just ate or don't usually feel hungry 
around that time—ask yourself, "am I dehy-
drated?" Drink a glass of water and wait about 
15 minutes. "More times than not, people are 
thirsty and not experiencing an actual need to 
eat," she says. And heads up, you might be 
thirsty and hungry, so grab yourself a glass of 
water and a satisfying snack.
3. Your head is pounding.
There's no certain explanation for why head-
aches occur with dehydration, but experts 
have a few hunches. "A working theory 
involves pain receptors in the brain that are 
attached to the meninges (membrane layers 
that protect your brain and spinal cord)," Dr. 

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

Henry says. Being dehydrated can cause fluid 
to shift out of the brain, putting pressure on 
the meninges and stimulating pain receptors 
as a result. Translation: that headache is a pos-
sible clue that you've gone too long without 
water.
4. Your focus is off.
If you're having trouble focusing, it might be 
wise to slug some water. "Dehydration can 
lead to a lack of ability to focus, causing 
short-term challenges in performing tasks 
related to motor and visual skills," Dr. Henry 
says. Even mild dehydration can cause cogni-
tive issues, which is why she recommends 
setting alarms throughout the day to remind 
you to drink.
5. You're constipated.
Constipation is the worst. It's defined as 
having less than three bowel movements per 
week, and it's common among Ameri-
cans—roughly 16 out of 100 adults have 
symptoms of constipation, according to the 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases. One of the culprits of 
constipation may be dehydration. Water aids 
digestion, Dr. Henry says, and in the end, is 
one of the most helpful keys to keeping things 
moving and regular.
6. You're grumpy.
While lack of sleep is largely responsible for 
a negative mood—and we all know feeling 
"hangry" is definitely a thing—dehydration 
can also play a role in spoiling your state of 
mind. Feeling cranky, impatient, or annoyed? 
"Dehydration can cause neurological effects 
that lead to irritability," Dr. Henry says. So 
next time you snap at your partner or the kids, 
it may have less to do with their behavior and 
more to do with your need for water.
7. Your skin feels less elastic.
While dry skin is not necessarily a direct sign 
of your hydration levels, skin elasticity is. 
Have you ever pinched your hand to see if it 
snaps quickly back into place? If it doesn't, it 
turns out this is a pretty effective way to tell if 

you're dehydrated, Vishnumohan says. To 
test, use two fingers to pinch your skin on the 
top of your hand, lower arm, or abdomen. If 
you're hydrated, it should tent up and release, 
snapping back into place immediately. When 
you're dehydrated, on the other hand, your 
skin loses some of that elasticity it needs to 
snap back immediately.
How Much Water Should You Drink?
The short answer: It depends.
The long answer? Research has found that, 
"there is no single daily water requirement for 
a given person." It's not easy to say exactly 
how much you need because it truly depends 
on a range of factors, including body size and 
composition, physical activity levels, climate, 
and diet. If you're spending time in hot weath-
er or performing strenuous exercise, for 
example, you'll need to replace fluids lost 
from sweating by drinking even more (and 
don't forget to replace lost electrolytes, too).
Some experts suggest drinking roughly half 
your body weight in ounces (i.e. if you weigh 
160 pounds, you should consume about 80 
ounces of water). And you've probably heard 
the guideline to drink about eight 8-ounce 
glasses of water a day. But there's no scientif-
ic evidence to conclude that these recommen-
dations are the standard, be-all and end-all 
rule for every individual, Vishnumohan says.
Instead of agonizing over ounces or glasses, 
aim to drink water regularly throughout the 
day and listen carefully to your body's natural 
cues. Remember that many foods (fresh fruits 
and veggies!) and beverages besides water 
(tea, milk, smoothies!) also contribute to your 
hydration status. Vishnumohan's hydration 
habits, for instance, include enjoying a cup of 
coffee in the morning and a cup of tea at 
night, eating five servings of vegetables and 
two servings of fruit each day, and drinking at 
least one glass of water with every meal.

https://www.realsimple.com/health/preventa-
tive-health/how-to-tell-if-youre-dehydrated

7 Signs You're Secretly Dehydrated 
(That Have Nothing to Do With Thirst)
These mental and physical signs of dehydration are asking you to drink more water.

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.

h t t p s : / / w w w . t h e g u a r d -
ian.com/world/2022/aug/19/salaman-rush-
die-attack-was-unjustifiable-says-pakistans-i
mran-khan?s=08
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Staying hydrated is critical for feeling good 
and operating at your best. Given that the 
body is made up of an average of 60 percent 
water (though this amount varies from person 
to person), it requires H20 to function on 
numerous levels. You need more than two 
hands to count the number of awesome things 
water does within your body, but some of its 
main jobs include removing waste and toxins, 
regulating body temperature, lubricating 
joints, and improving cellular, tissue, and 
organ health, says Tamika Henry, MD, MBA, 
board-certified family physician and founder 
of Unlimited Health Institute in Pasadena, 
Calif. Other tasks include aiding in saliva pro-
duction, proper digestion, and the delivery of 
oxygen throughout your body. Throughout 
the day, we naturally use and lose water—we 
sweat, we pee, we exhale—and can't actually 
produce more of it by ourselves. Therefore, 
we rely on external sources to replenish prop-
erly. When you lose more water than you take 
in, you're considered dehydrated. But you 
probably don't track whether you're dehydrat-
ed by keeping tabs on your water intake and 
output—you more likely wait until you feel 
thirsty. But here's the kicker: "If you're thirsty, 
you're already mildly dehydrated," Dr. Henry 
says. While thirst is the most common signal 
of dehydration—and you should absolutely 
listen to it—there are several other, less-obvi-
ous ways to tell if you're water-deprived, 
including some mental and emotional mark-
ers that may surprise you. 
Mental and Physical Signs of Dehydration
1. You have bad breath.
Bad breath has many causes, including dehy-
dration. Why? Because saliva has antibacteri-

al properties, and the creation of saliva 
requires water. When you're dehydrated, sali-
vary production goes down because your 
body has to do some hydration triage and 
divert fluids to its higher-priority locations. 
"The ability to fight odor-causing germs in 
your mouth may not be efficient [when you're 
dehydrated], causing bad breath," explains 
Shyamala Vishnumohan, PhD, director of 
food and nutrition and certified prenatal dieti-
tian at One to One Consulting in Perth, Aus-
tralia.
2. You feel hungry.
First things first: It's very possible that you're 
actually hungry, in which case, please eat! But 
there are times when you feel peckish or 
notice cravings (often for salty foods) because 
you're really thirsty, Dr. Henry says. It's 
important to pay close attention to your body 
and learn the difference—not because you 
shouldn't be eating, but because your body is 
trying to tell you that it needs water. Next time 
you feel hungry, but aren't sure why—maybe 
you just ate or don't usually feel hungry 
around that time—ask yourself, "am I dehy-
drated?" Drink a glass of water and wait about 
15 minutes. "More times than not, people are 
thirsty and not experiencing an actual need to 
eat," she says. And heads up, you might be 
thirsty and hungry, so grab yourself a glass of 
water and a satisfying snack.
3. Your head is pounding.
There's no certain explanation for why head-
aches occur with dehydration, but experts 
have a few hunches. "A working theory 
involves pain receptors in the brain that are 
attached to the meninges (membrane layers 
that protect your brain and spinal cord)," Dr. 

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

Henry says. Being dehydrated can cause fluid 
to shift out of the brain, putting pressure on 
the meninges and stimulating pain receptors 
as a result. Translation: that headache is a pos-
sible clue that you've gone too long without 
water.
4. Your focus is off.
If you're having trouble focusing, it might be 
wise to slug some water. "Dehydration can 
lead to a lack of ability to focus, causing 
short-term challenges in performing tasks 
related to motor and visual skills," Dr. Henry 
says. Even mild dehydration can cause cogni-
tive issues, which is why she recommends 
setting alarms throughout the day to remind 
you to drink.
5. You're constipated.
Constipation is the worst. It's defined as 
having less than three bowel movements per 
week, and it's common among Ameri-
cans—roughly 16 out of 100 adults have 
symptoms of constipation, according to the 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases. One of the culprits of 
constipation may be dehydration. Water aids 
digestion, Dr. Henry says, and in the end, is 
one of the most helpful keys to keeping things 
moving and regular.
6. You're grumpy.
While lack of sleep is largely responsible for 
a negative mood—and we all know feeling 
"hangry" is definitely a thing—dehydration 
can also play a role in spoiling your state of 
mind. Feeling cranky, impatient, or annoyed? 
"Dehydration can cause neurological effects 
that lead to irritability," Dr. Henry says. So 
next time you snap at your partner or the kids, 
it may have less to do with their behavior and 
more to do with your need for water.
7. Your skin feels less elastic.
While dry skin is not necessarily a direct sign 
of your hydration levels, skin elasticity is. 
Have you ever pinched your hand to see if it 
snaps quickly back into place? If it doesn't, it 
turns out this is a pretty effective way to tell if 

you're dehydrated, Vishnumohan says. To 
test, use two fingers to pinch your skin on the 
top of your hand, lower arm, or abdomen. If 
you're hydrated, it should tent up and release, 
snapping back into place immediately. When 
you're dehydrated, on the other hand, your 
skin loses some of that elasticity it needs to 
snap back immediately.
How Much Water Should You Drink?
The short answer: It depends.
The long answer? Research has found that, 
"there is no single daily water requirement for 
a given person." It's not easy to say exactly 
how much you need because it truly depends 
on a range of factors, including body size and 
composition, physical activity levels, climate, 
and diet. If you're spending time in hot weath-
er or performing strenuous exercise, for 
example, you'll need to replace fluids lost 
from sweating by drinking even more (and 
don't forget to replace lost electrolytes, too).
Some experts suggest drinking roughly half 
your body weight in ounces (i.e. if you weigh 
160 pounds, you should consume about 80 
ounces of water). And you've probably heard 
the guideline to drink about eight 8-ounce 
glasses of water a day. But there's no scientif-
ic evidence to conclude that these recommen-
dations are the standard, be-all and end-all 
rule for every individual, Vishnumohan says.
Instead of agonizing over ounces or glasses, 
aim to drink water regularly throughout the 
day and listen carefully to your body's natural 
cues. Remember that many foods (fresh fruits 
and veggies!) and beverages besides water 
(tea, milk, smoothies!) also contribute to your 
hydration status. Vishnumohan's hydration 
habits, for instance, include enjoying a cup of 
coffee in the morning and a cup of tea at 
night, eating five servings of vegetables and 
two servings of fruit each day, and drinking at 
least one glass of water with every meal.

https://www.realsimple.com/health/preventa-
tive-health/how-to-tell-if-youre-dehydrated

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.

h t t p s : / / w w w . t h e g u a r d -
ian.com/world/2022/aug/19/salaman-rush-
die-attack-was-unjustifiable-says-pakistans-i
mran-khan?s=08
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Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.
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Salman Rushdie attack was unjustifiable, 
says Pakistan’s Imran Khan
In a wide-ranging Guardian interview, the former prime minister says he understands 
anger The Satanic Verses created ‘but you can’t justify what happened’

By: Julian Borger & Shah Meer Baloch
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Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.
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According to a recent research study, most 
regions in the world will face "extreme heat" 
by the year 2100. The paper published in the 
journal Communications Earth and Environ-
ment  stated that the most vulnerable regions 
would be the tropics and subtropics. The 
Indian subcontinent, huge parts of the Arabi-
an Peninsula,  and sub-Saharan Africa are 
estimated to suffer from dangerous hot 
temperatures by the end of this century. 
Unfortunately, even if experts found a way 
to limit global warming, the study warned 
that the hot temperatures might not be avoid-
able anymore. The study said that even if we 
were to limit temperatures to the preindustri-
al era, mid-latitude regions will experience 
intense heat waves. Researchers predicted 
that Chicago in the United States would 
experience heatwaves 16 times stronger by 
2100. The paper warned that the heat would 
contribute further to chronic illnesses. It 
would also affect economies by causing loss 
of outdoor labour. The elderly people, poor, 
and outdoor workers will be affected the 
most. If adaptation measures are not taken, 
heat-related diseases would spread, the 
study added.
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Unfortunately, even if experts find a way to 
limit global warming, the study warns that 
hot temperatures might not be avoidable 
anymore

Study says planet will 
suffer from 'extreme 

heat' by 2100

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.

h t t p s : / / w w w . t h e g u a r d -
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die-attack-was-unjustifiable-says-pakistans-i
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KABUL: The Taliban administration is in the 
final stages of talks in Moscow over the terms 
of a contract for Afghanistan to purchase gas-
oline and benzene from Russia, Afghan com-
merce ministry officials told Reuters. Habibu-
rahman Habib, the spokesperson for Afghani-
stan's Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
confirmed that an official delegation chaired 
by the commerce ministry was in the Russian 
capital and finalising contracts for supplies of 
wheat, gas and oil. "They are in negotiation 
with the Russian side," he said in a message to 
Reuters, adding they would share details once 
the contracts were complete. A source from 
the office of the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry told Reuters technical officials from 
his ministry and the Ministry of Finance had 
stayed in Moscow to work on the contracts 
after a ministerial delegation visited this 
month. "We are working on text of contract, 
(we have) almost agreed on gasoline and ben-
zene," said the official, adding they expected 
it to be finished soon. Spokespeople at Rus-
sia's foreign and energy ministries did not 
respond to requests for comment. The con-
tracts come after a Taliban delegation led by 
the acting commerce minister visited Russia 
in mid-August to hold talks on trade. If com-
pleted, the contract would be a sign of foreign 
countries increasingly doing business with the 
Taliban, despite its administration not being 
officially recognised by any international 
government since it took control of the coun-
try after U.S. troops withdrew around a year 
ago. It comes as the United States tries to con-
vince other nations to cut down on use of Rus-
sian oil, saying the initiative is aimed at curb-
ing the oil revenue that Moscow uses to 
finance its invasion of Ukraine. Both Russia 

and Taliban-led Afghanistan face economic 
sanctions from international governments, 
including the United States. No foreign gov-
ernment, including Moscow, formally recog-
nises the Taliban administration and Afghani-
stan's banks have been hampered by the sanc-
tions which have left most international banks 
unwilling to carry out transactions with 
Afghan banks. The official source said they 
had a plan for how payments would be made 
but declined to provide details on whether 
official banking channels would be used. 
Despite Afghanistan's central bank assets 
being frozen, its banking sector hampered by 
sanctions, and a lack of formal recognition 
from abroad, some countries are doing busi-
ness with Kabul, helping it access global mar-
kets amid a domestic economic crisis. Paki-
stan is receiving thousands of tonnes of coal 
from Afghanistan a day, which the former has 
welcomed to ease its energy crisis. Transac-
tions are carried out by private businesses in 
each country, and the Taliban administration 
collects millions of dollars in customs duties 
on the coal exports. 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2373769/tali-
ban-officials-nearing-contract-for-purchase
-of-gasoline-from-russia
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back in custody. The television channel that 
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been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
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media activists have been picked up and we 
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it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
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let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
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handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
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and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
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lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
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readers in 180 countries around the world 
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Taliban officials nearing contract for purchase 
of gasoline from Russia
Contract comes after a Taliban delegation led by acting commerce minister 
visited Russia in mid-August
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Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation rate in 
USA stands around 9.1%. Although core 
inflation, i.e. inflation excluding prices of oil 
and food, is lower at around 4%, the expected 
high rate of headline inflation is likely to con-
tinue for some time due mainly to supply 
disruptions caused by oil and food prices 
increases on account of the Ukraine war. 
Growth rate during first quarter 2022 was 
only 1.6% compared to 5.6% during 2021. All 
economic pundits forecast a recession in the 
US economy, in tandem with worldwide eco-
nomic slowdown. These trends will have 
repercussions the world over and in particular 
for developing economies in terms of growth, 
exports, employment and value of their cur-
rencies. Presently let us look at the dollar-ru-
pee parity. The elevated US inflation rate is 
bound to have worldwide impact, particularly 
in less developed economies like Pakistan 
which are strongly tied to or dependent upon 
the American economy for their exports and 
the US currency. To reduce inflation the US 
Federal Reserve has increased the interest rate 
to around 2% to cool off the economy. This 
increase is likely to continue until the infla-
tion rate is brought down to at least 4%. In 
theory the Fed aims at keeping it down to 2% 
but in actual practice 4% is the accepted level, 
as was the case during the Reagan era 1980s 
when inflation had risen to levels of 11-12%.
Interest rate escalation in the USA leads to 
enhanced profitability of investments in 
American treasury bills and bonds which 
results in appreciation of the dollar value as 
compared to other currencies. In recent 
months the US dollar has appreciated against 
the euro by roughly 12% from one dollar to 

euros 0.98 to 1.20. Since the Pakistan rupee is 
tied to the US dollar the value of our currency 
has accordingly depreciated, although there 
have also been other reasons why the rupee 
has fallen. The rupee has depreciated against 
the dollar in recent months by roughly 36%. 
Out of this the extent to which the rupee has 
fallen due to appreciation of the dollar is 
roughly12%. The other reasons why the rupee 
has dropped are the high current account defi-
cit mainly on account of high oil and food 
prices, especially due to supply disruptions, 
low exports, the depletion of our reserves on 
account of foreign exchange cash flow imbal-
ance, the uncertainty about the restoration of 
the IMF assistance package and political 
instability. Even if these other reasons find 
improvement, the appreciation of the dollar 
due to increase in the interest rate in USA will 
still continue to affect the value of our curren-
cy. The rupee has of late rebounded to around 
Rs218 from as high as Rs239 to a dollar two 
weeks back due to sharp import constriction 
and improved chances of IMF package reviv-
al by end August. The high rate of domestic 
inflation, mainly due to higher import prices, 
has also caused depreciation in the dollar 
parity of the rupee. Although enhancement of 
the interest rate by the State Bank can lead to 
increase in profitability of government trea-
sury bills and bonds, the uncertainty element 
in the economy discourages external invest-
ments in bills, bonds or equity. Under normal 
circumstances this could’ve ameliorated the 
adverse pressures on the rupee, but given the 
dire external picture, exacerbated by high 
budgetary deficit, this redeeming aspect fails 
to bring the desired results. As compared to 
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ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
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love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
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“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
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This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
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the free float of the dollar price mandated 
under the ongoing IMF agreement, letting the 
price to be determined by the market forces of 
demand and supply we have, over the years, 
more or less been pursuing a policy of a man-
aged float, regulating the price of the US 
dollar to keep it in a certain bandwidth. This 
was done primarily to avoid and protect the 
economy and consumers from high inflation 
rates, and incentivise investments by keeping 
the interest rate low. In case of the compara-
tively weaker or growing economies it is not 
unusual that such a financial policy is adopt-
ed. India has for long adopted such a course 
while China strictly maintains the Yaun rate 
within an acceptable range as compared to 
foreign currencies in order to retain the com-
petitiveness of its exports in the international 
market, to keep growth rates high and firmly 
check domestic inflation. During the East 
Asian financial crisis of the 2000s, despite 
considerable external pressures, Malaysia’s 
Mahathir Mohammad refused to devalue the 
ringgit. The pursuit of such a policy may lead 
to depletion of foreign exchange reserves; 
where imports far outstrip exports, this can 
result in a current account crisis and reserve 
collapse. Developing countries have a hard 
time making difficult choices of balancing 
growth, low inflation and employment 
against the risk of a foreign exchange crisis. 
Deep economic structural reforms are thus 
commonly advocated to exit the repeated 
boom-bust cycle on a sustained basis. The 
value of a country’s currency depends in the 
last analysis upon the strength of its economy 
as well the stability of its democratic system. 
In the economic sphere this encompasses the 
productive strength of the industrial, agricul-
tural and service sectors, its revenues, 
exports, levels of employment, infrastructure, 
information technology, education, health and 
role of women in the society and economy. In 
the political sphere the vigour and maturity of 
the legal system, political parties, vigorous 

governance and a strong and free press play a 
vital role. While these must remain as the per-
manent and sought-after aspects of our eco-
nomic growth and human development, in the 
short term context the vacillations of the rate 
of inflation and interest rate in USA will con-
tinue to have domestic ramifications here. 
Only true economic viability and indepen-
dence can cushion our currency from severe 
outside impact.
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US Economy, Inflation and Implications 
for Pakistan
The elevated US inflation rate is bound to have worldwide impact
By: Sahibzada Riaz Noor
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following account :
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Account Name: Lahore International Ltd.
Account No: 42534160
Sort Code: 30-96-26
IBAN: GB89LoyD30962612534160

Hoping for an encouraging response for 
our readers for this noble cause.
May Allah be with you - Amen 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation rate in 
USA stands around 9.1%. Although core 
inflation, i.e. inflation excluding prices of oil 
and food, is lower at around 4%, the expected 
high rate of headline inflation is likely to con-
tinue for some time due mainly to supply 
disruptions caused by oil and food prices 
increases on account of the Ukraine war. 
Growth rate during first quarter 2022 was 
only 1.6% compared to 5.6% during 2021. All 
economic pundits forecast a recession in the 
US economy, in tandem with worldwide eco-
nomic slowdown. These trends will have 
repercussions the world over and in particular 
for developing economies in terms of growth, 
exports, employment and value of their cur-
rencies. Presently let us look at the dollar-ru-
pee parity. The elevated US inflation rate is 
bound to have worldwide impact, particularly 
in less developed economies like Pakistan 
which are strongly tied to or dependent upon 
the American economy for their exports and 
the US currency. To reduce inflation the US 
Federal Reserve has increased the interest rate 
to around 2% to cool off the economy. This 
increase is likely to continue until the infla-
tion rate is brought down to at least 4%. In 
theory the Fed aims at keeping it down to 2% 
but in actual practice 4% is the accepted level, 
as was the case during the Reagan era 1980s 
when inflation had risen to levels of 11-12%.
Interest rate escalation in the USA leads to 
enhanced profitability of investments in 
American treasury bills and bonds which 
results in appreciation of the dollar value as 
compared to other currencies. In recent 
months the US dollar has appreciated against 
the euro by roughly 12% from one dollar to 

euros 0.98 to 1.20. Since the Pakistan rupee is 
tied to the US dollar the value of our currency 
has accordingly depreciated, although there 
have also been other reasons why the rupee 
has fallen. The rupee has depreciated against 
the dollar in recent months by roughly 36%. 
Out of this the extent to which the rupee has 
fallen due to appreciation of the dollar is 
roughly12%. The other reasons why the rupee 
has dropped are the high current account defi-
cit mainly on account of high oil and food 
prices, especially due to supply disruptions, 
low exports, the depletion of our reserves on 
account of foreign exchange cash flow imbal-
ance, the uncertainty about the restoration of 
the IMF assistance package and political 
instability. Even if these other reasons find 
improvement, the appreciation of the dollar 
due to increase in the interest rate in USA will 
still continue to affect the value of our curren-
cy. The rupee has of late rebounded to around 
Rs218 from as high as Rs239 to a dollar two 
weeks back due to sharp import constriction 
and improved chances of IMF package reviv-
al by end August. The high rate of domestic 
inflation, mainly due to higher import prices, 
has also caused depreciation in the dollar 
parity of the rupee. Although enhancement of 
the interest rate by the State Bank can lead to 
increase in profitability of government trea-
sury bills and bonds, the uncertainty element 
in the economy discourages external invest-
ments in bills, bonds or equity. Under normal 
circumstances this could’ve ameliorated the 
adverse pressures on the rupee, but given the 
dire external picture, exacerbated by high 
budgetary deficit, this redeeming aspect fails 
to bring the desired results. As compared to 

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan 
has condemned the attack on Salman Rush-
die, describing it as “terrible” and “sad”, and 
saying that while the anger of the Islamic 
world at Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses 
was understandable, it could not justify the 
assault. Khan also said he expected Afghan 
women to “assert their rights” in the face of 
Taliban restrictions in a Guardian interview in 
which he sought to moderate his reputation as 
a firebrand. He is fighting for his political sur-
vival after being ousted from office in April. 
Khan says his staff and followers are being 
persecuted and intimidated and he is battling 
eight-year-old charges of illicit campaign 
financing that could lead to him being banned 
from politics. Ten years ago, Khan pulled out 
of an event in India because Rushdie would 
also be appearing and the two men exchanged 
insults, but Khan does not appear to have 
expressed support for violent action against 
the Indian-born author. His denunciation of 
the attack is striking, however, in a region 
where most politicians have ducked com-

ment. Asked for his response to the knife 
attack in New York state that left Rushdie 
badly wounded, Khan said: “I think it’s terri-
ble, sad. “Rushdie understood, because he 
came from a Muslim family. He knows the 
love, respect, reverence of a prophet that lives 
in our hearts. He knew that,” Khan said. “So 
the anger I understood, but you can’t justify 
what happened.”
‘The Afghan people will assert their rights’
A year ago, Khan caused consternation in the 
west and among many Afghans when he wel-
comed the Taliban’s seizure of power, saying 
it was “breaking the chains of slavery”. He 
defended the Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls, describing it as a local “cultural 
norm” and noting: “Every society’s idea of 
human rights and women rights are different.” 
One year on, women remain excluded from 
the Afghan workforce and girls over 14 are 
still banned from attending school. Khan 
however insisted that change had to come 
from within Afghanistan. “Eventually Afghan 
women, the Afghan people, will assert their 

rights. They are strong 
people,” he said. “But if 
you push the Taliban 
from the outside, know-
ing their mindset, they 
will just put up defences. 
They just hate outside 
interference.” Since 
losing a vote of no confi-
dence in April, Khan said 
his party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), had 
been the target of efforts 
by the new government 

and the security forces aimed at pushing it off 
the political stage. A top aide, Shahbaz Gill, 
was arrested on Tuesday and was hospitalised 
while in custody. Khan said he was beaten 
and “psychologically broken”. The Islamabad 
police said that Gill was arrested for inciting 
the public against state institutions, and “in-
citing the people to rebellion”. Khan said Gill 
was targeted because he had said army offi-
cers should not obey unlawful commands. 
“They are forcing him to say that I was the 
one who told him to say that,” the former 
prime minister said. A medical report on Gill 
said that he had arrived at the hospital with 
rapid breathing, noting that he was asthmatic. 
It also referred to “body aches” and “soft 
tissue tenderness” on his arm, lower back and 
buttock. He was reported late on Thursday to 
have been discharged from hospital and to be 
back in custody. The television channel that 
interviewed Gill prior to his arrest, ARY, has 
been shut down in some parts of the country. 
Khan said Gill’s arrest and the closure of ARY 
was part of a pattern under the current govern-
ment of Shehbaz Sharif, who replaced Khan 
as prime minister. “What they’re doing to Gill 
is sending a message to everyone,” he said. 
“And they have scared our workers. Social 
media activists have been picked up and we 
have a very vibrant social media. They’re 
trying to sort of intimidate the people.” Paki-

stan also had a poor human rights record 
under Khan’s tenure, from 2018 to April this 
year, with extrajudicial killings of dissidents 
and frequent threats against journalists, espe-
cially female reporters who faced torrents of 
sexual abuse on social media. Khan blamed 
the excesses and disappearances on the count-
er-insurgency tactics of the security forces. 
“They were responsible for picking up 
people, but according to them they were 
involved in this insurgency, which was going 
on in Balochistan and the tribal area border-
ing Afghanistan. So they would blame that, 
with some justification, because you could 
not convict terrorists in the courts because 
you wouldn’t get witnesses,” Khan said. “In 
my time, we never tried to oppress the media. 
The only problem was that sometimes the … 
security agencies – three or four times we 
found out that picked someone up and imme-
diately when we found out we would immedi-
ately have them released,” he said. The free 
press advocacy organisation Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said the litany of abuses 
under Khan’s government was “endless”. But 
it added there was a new campaign to intimi-
date critical journalists. “There has been no 
let-up in the harassment of journalists since 
Khan’s replacement by Sharif as prime minis-
ter – quite the contrary,” RSF said in a state-
ment. Khan is also facing a case against the 
PTI by the country’s election commission for 
illegal foreign campaign contributions. He 
did not deny the allegations but dismissed the 
case as politically motivated, saying rival par-
ties, such as Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), had not faced similar scrutiny.
One of the founding members of PTI, Akbar 
Babar, filed a case against the party in No-
vember 2014, claiming irregularities in the 
handling of roughly $3m in foreign funding. 
Last month the Election Commission of Paki-
stan ruled that the PTI had received prohibit-
ed funding. The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) has been tasked to further investigate 

and the commission has summoned Khan on 
Tuesday. Experts say Khan can be banned 
from politics or his party can be banned if 
charges are proven. Khan blamed Washington 
for engineering the vote of no confidence that 
brought down his government, suggesting the 
US had helped persuade members of his party 
to defect. He has also blamed Pakistan’s mili-
tary, which has long acted as kingmaker in the 
country’s political life. He was more circum-
spect in accusing the security forces in his 
interview with the Guardian, but said: “If they 
were not behind the conspiracy, they certainly 
could have stopped it because the intelligence 
agencies, the ISI [Inter-Services Intelligence] 
and MI [Military Intelligence], are interna-
tional-quality intelligence agencies, and they 
certainly would have known what was going 
on.” … we have a small favour to ask. Mil-
lions are turning to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and 
readers in 180 countries around the world 
now support us financially. We believe every-
one deserves access to information that’s 
grounded in science and truth, and analysis 
rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why 
we made a different choice: to keep our 
reporting open for all readers, regardless of 
where they live or what they can afford to pay. 
This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take mean-
ingful action. In these perilous times, a 
truth-seeking global news organisation like 
the Guardian is essential. We have no share-
holders or billionaire owner, meaning our 
journalism is free from commercial and polit-
ical influence – this makes us different. When 
it’s never been more important, our indepen-
dence allows us to fearlessly investigate, chal-
lenge and expose those in power.
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the interest rate low. In case of the compara-
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unusual that such a financial policy is adopt-
ed. India has for long adopted such a course 
while China strictly maintains the Yaun rate 
within an acceptable range as compared to 
foreign currencies in order to retain the com-
petitiveness of its exports in the international 
market, to keep growth rates high and firmly 
check domestic inflation. During the East 
Asian financial crisis of the 2000s, despite 
considerable external pressures, Malaysia’s 
Mahathir Mohammad refused to devalue the 
ringgit. The pursuit of such a policy may lead 
to depletion of foreign exchange reserves; 
where imports far outstrip exports, this can 
result in a current account crisis and reserve 
collapse. Developing countries have a hard 
time making difficult choices of balancing 
growth, low inflation and employment 
against the risk of a foreign exchange crisis. 
Deep economic structural reforms are thus 
commonly advocated to exit the repeated 
boom-bust cycle on a sustained basis. The 
value of a country’s currency depends in the 
last analysis upon the strength of its economy 
as well the stability of its democratic system. 
In the economic sphere this encompasses the 
productive strength of the industrial, agricul-
tural and service sectors, its revenues, 
exports, levels of employment, infrastructure, 
information technology, education, health and 
role of women in the society and economy. In 
the political sphere the vigour and maturity of 
the legal system, political parties, vigorous 

governance and a strong and free press play a 
vital role. While these must remain as the per-
manent and sought-after aspects of our eco-
nomic growth and human development, in the 
short term context the vacillations of the rate 
of inflation and interest rate in USA will con-
tinue to have domestic ramifications here. 
Only true economic viability and indepen-
dence can cushion our currency from severe 
outside impact.
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ISLAMABAD:
The Supreme Court (SC), in a detailed 
judgement, asked the concerned state func-
tionaries on Thursday to exercise "utmost 
care" while dealing with blasphemy cases.

The apex court's judgement came in the case 
of a bail granted to a Christian sanitary 
worker imprisoned since last year. A division 
bench of the apex court comprising Justice Isa 
and Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah heard the 
post-arrest bail request of Salamat Mansha 
Masih who is employed as a sweeper with the 
Lahore Waste Management Company 
(LWMC) and had been accused of commit-
ting blasphemy. “Unfortunately, such cases 
receive wide publicity which has an adverse 
effect and may also jeopardise a fair trial,” 
stated Justice Qazi Faez Isa in a nine-page 
judgement. “Irresponsible and sensational 
broadcasts and publications repeat what 
allegedly the accused had said or done; those 
repeating this may themselves be committing 
the same offence,” said the judgement, 

expressing reservations over the “serious” 
nature of “offences relating to religion”. “A 
section 295-C offence prescribes only punish-
ment by death,” it observed and furthered that 
“therefore, utmost care must be exercised by 
all concerned that no injustice in the adminis-
tration of justice takes place”. The judgement 
also took notice of how “many a time false 
allegations are levelled to settle personal 
scores and cases are also registered for mis-
chievous purposes or on account of ulterior 
motives". Justice Isa also stressed that “righ-
teous zeal, moral outrage, and/or indignation” 
may also “steer” the prosecution to by-pass 
the “general standard of proof” and therefore, 
urged the state to “proceed with meticulosity 
and diligently investigate the alleged crime” 
in such matters. The court also said that “abid-
ing by Islamic jurisprudential principles, 
applying the constitutionally guaranteed right 
to a fair trial and due process, and acting pru-
dently to ensure that an innocent is not con-
victed wrongly in respect of offences relating 
to religion, when there is only the improbable 

oral testimony of witnesses, then there must 
be corroboration”. The court held that in such 
cases if a private complainant takes “too keen 
an interest it may impinge on his credibility 
and may be indicative of mischief or an ulteri-
or motive” and that “in quite a few cases it has 
been noted that complainants grandstand and 
are joined in by others who try to pressurise 
the prosecution and the Courts”. In the pres-
ent case, the court observed that the com-
plainant, who is a student, came to Islamabad 
from Lahore to oppose the bail petition before 
the SC when “there was no need for him to do 
this because the case was to be attended to by 
the State and its law officers”. The judgement 
also noted that “an accused person’s funda-
mental right to a fair trial and due process 
must also be ensured, and all the more so in 
cases for which severe punishments are pre-
scribed.” Nonetheless, the SC also stated that 
"there have been instances when tempers 
were provoked and enflamed by provoca-
teurs, and a mob was collected and enraged to 
take the law into its own hands, to hurt and 
even kill the accused, before he was ever 
adjudged guilty". 
Matters of religion and Islamic jurispru-
dence

"The law prohibits the taking of the law into 
one’s hands, let alone to cause hurt or death, 
and this protection is also fully applicable to 
one who may be guilty," stated the court 
order. The court also remarked that Islamic 
jurisprudence considers "offences relating to 
religion to be offences against God" and 
observed that "to establish the guilt of an 
accused in a hadd offence" the highest form of 
evidence is required "and any doubt exoner-
ates the accused". "In Islamic jurisprudence 
even if a person has been found guilty and 
sentenced to death, the sentence cannot be 
executed by one who is not so authorized, and 
if he kills the convict, he is liable for the 
offence of iftiyat (wasting the right of the 

State) and is to be punished". The judgement 
says that the prosecution's evidence against 
the petitioner (accused) comprises the state-
ments of four friends. "We have examined 
their testimony which commences by stating 
that the petitioner’s co-accused produced the 
Zindagi Ka Pani book and that, both accused 
intentionally started preaching Christianity".
Preaching of Christianity, however, "is not a 
crime nor can it be made into one because of 
the fundamental right to profess, practice and 
propagate religion," said the court. A copy of 
the order was also directed by the SC to be 
sent to the provincial and capital prosecution 
departments to “ensure that the investigation 
of offences relating to religion, under Chapter 
XV of the Pakistan Penal Code, are conducted 
in accordance with the law and the Constitu-
tion” as explained in the order.
'Bright side of Islamic justice system'
Renowned lawyer Saif ul Malook, who suc-
cessfully pleaded several blasphemy cases 
including of Asia Bibi's hailed the judgement 
and said that “Justice Isa has for the first time 
spoken the true spirit of blasphemy laws since 
their inclusion in the Constitution in 1985”.
"The court's observation that the com-
plainant's traveling from Lahore to Islamabad 
make the case doubtful because the state is the 
inchangé of prosecution is the true interpreta-
tion of the law," he added. "The personal 
interest of complainant rendering the allega-
tions doubtful is the crux of the history of 
blasphemy cases". Malook said that Justice 
Isa has shown a brighter side of the Islamic 
justice system to the western world. Express-
ing optimism, the lawyer said that "soon false 
accusations shall come to an end if the law is 
laid down as commanded by articles 189 and 
190 of the Constitution".

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2374225/in
-landmark-judgement-sc-orders-state-
to-take-utmost-care-in-blasphemy-cases

In landmark judgement, SC orders state to 
take 'utmost care' in blasphemy cases
Apex court observes even in Islamic jurisprudence the guilty cannot be executed by 
one who is not so authorized.  By: Hasnaat Malik
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post-arrest bail request of Salamat Mansha 
Masih who is employed as a sweeper with the 
Lahore Waste Management Company 
(LWMC) and had been accused of commit-
ting blasphemy. “Unfortunately, such cases 
receive wide publicity which has an adverse 
effect and may also jeopardise a fair trial,” 
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one who may be guilty," stated the court 
order. The court also remarked that Islamic 
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LONDON: Britain has launched dispute pro-
cedures with the European Union over its 
exclusion from the bloc's scientific research 
programmes, using a mechanism set out in a 
post-Brexit deal. These are the first such legal 
proceedings launched by the UK against the 
EU since Brexit. The UK government said 
that its inability to participate in science and 
technology programmes was causing "serious 
damage" both in the UK and EU countries. 
The British government said in a statement 
late Tuesday that it has launched action "set 
out in the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement (TCA) to resolve disputes 
between the UK and EU". European Commis-
sion spokesman Dan Ferrie confirmed the 
UK's request had been received, saying the 
Commission "will follow up on this in line 
with the applicable rules" according to the 
agreement. He said earlier that the EU would 
follow up, but there were "serious difficul-
ties" since the post-Brexit trading accord does 
not oblige the EU to make the UK an associ-
ate on such programmes, or give it a precise 
deadline to do so. The UK said it took action 
due to "persistent delays" to its access to EU 
science programmes. It said it had negotiated 

access to these programmes in 2020 but the 
EU "has still refused to finalise" its inclusion 
in academic programmes. The UK remains 
excluded from the bloc's flagship Horizon 
Europe programme that funds research, 
nuclear regulator Euratom and Copernicus 
satellite monitoring group, the government 
said. Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said the 
"EU is in clear breach of our agreement", 
accusing it of, "repeatedly seeking to politi-
cise vital scientific cooperation by refusing to 
finalise access to these important pro-
grammes". The UK said if the EU refuses, it 
has "prepared an alternative set of pro-
grammes to support UK scientists and 
researchers". Provision for such formal con-
sultations on disputed topics is part of the 
UK-EU post-Brexit trade deal -- known as the 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA).
The British government controversially left 
the European Erasmus student exchange 
scheme after Brexit, launching its own 
scheme called the Turing programme.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/983086
-uk-disputes-lack-of-access-to-eu-science-re-
search-programmes

UK disputes lack of access to EU science 
research programmes 
UK govt says inability to participate in science and technology programmes causing 
"serious damage" both in UK and EU
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