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The military high command told lawmakers at 
a high-level security briefing on Thursday that 
Pakistan will welcome the true representative 
government of Afghanistan's people and 
continue to play its responsible role for lasting 
peace in the neighbouring country. The 
closed-door briefing regarding the evolving 
situation in Afghanistan and other strategic 
matters was given during a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee on National Securi-
ty at Parliament House in Islamabad. In addi-
tion to the 29 members of the committee, 
some 16 legislators had been specially invited 
to the meeting which was attended by Army 
Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa, the heads of 
all parliamentary parties both in the National 
Assembly and Senate, as well as the chief min-
isters of the four provinces. Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) Director General Lt Gen 
Faiz Hameed gave the main briefing, while 
Prime Minister Imran Khan did not attend it.
Committee chairman and National Assembly 
Speaker Asad Qaiser presided over the 
session, during which the DG ISI gave the 
political and parliamentary leadership and 
lawmakers a comprehensive briefing on 
"important external matters, national security, 

internal challenges and regional 
developments especially the 
Kashmir conflict and Afghani-
stan's current situation", accord-
ing to a statement released by 
the information ministry. The 
meeting was told that Pakistan 
had honestly played a "very 
positive and responsible" role in 
the Afghan peace process. "Due 
to Pakistan's efforts, not only 
was the path paved for talks 
between different Afghan 

factions and warring groups, but meaningful 
dialogue between the United States and 
Taliban was also started," the lawmakers were 
told  "We believe in the fact that lasting peace 
and stability in Afghanistan will actually 
result in stability in South Asia," the ministry's 
press release added. The meeting was told that 
Pakistan will welcome the true representative 
government of the people in Afghanistan "at 
every level" and continue its role for the 
Afghan peace process. "Pakistan's land is not 
being used in the conflict going on in Afghani-
stan and the hope was expressed that Afghani-
stan's soil will also not be used against Paki-
stan," the statement said. Lawmakers were 
informed that 90 per cent of the fencing at the 
Afghan border had been completed, while an 
effective system for customs and border 
control was also being formulated. According 
to the handout, political leaders "expressed 
satisfaction" at the briefing and conveyed 
wishes for peace, progress and prosperity in 
Afghanistan. The meeting started in the late 
afternoon and continued till late evening after 
a break. The information ministry said partici-
pants gave their suggestions during a question 
and answer session in the briefing, and that 

their "suggestions will be considered an 
important part of the security policy". After 
the meeting, the NA speaker hosted a recep-
tion for the participants which was also attend-
ed by the army and ISI chiefs, opposition 
leader Shehbaz Sharif and other lawmakers. 
Asked by a reporter whether Pakistan will 
allow the US request to set up military bases 
in the country, Gen Bajwa replied: "You 
should ask this question from the govern-
ment." He went on to add: "[We] won't give 
air bases this time around."
PM Imran absent During the briefing, PPP 
chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari raised the 
point that Prime Minister Imran should have 
attended the important meeting on national 
security. While the briefing was underway, the 
premier was attending a farmers' convention 
in Islamabad. At this, NA speaker Qaiser 
informed the participants that the prime minis-
ter did not attend the briefing "due to the oppo-
sition", a lawmaker who attended the meeting 
told Dawn.com requesting anonymity. The 
speaker said the premier was scheduled to 
attend the briefing until this morning, but the 
Prime Minister's Office had received a tip that 
the opposition could walk out of the briefing 
if Prime Minister Imran attended it, according 
to the source. The prime minister "made it 
clear that it was a matter of national security 
and therefore he did not want to make it politi-
cal", Qaiser was quoted as saying by the 
lawmaker. Earlier today, Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed had said that the course 
of politics in Pakistan would change follow-
ing the military's security briefing to lawmak-
ers. The country's politics would now centre 
on national security after the briefing, the min-
ister said, adding that he foresaw the govern-
ment and opposition treading a new path 
together in politics. It was the first time during 
the PTI-led government that officials of securi-
ty forces and spy agencies updated legislators 
on security issues.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1632586

Pakistan will continue to play its role for lasting 
peace in Afghanistan, security apparatus briefs 
lawmakers 
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Amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel 
and Palestine, a Pakistani news channel by 
the name of ‘Bol News’ has called upon its 
Muslim brethren to unleash ‘Jihad’ against 
the Jewish State. The programme titled, 
“Time for Jihad Israel Vs Palestine” was 
aired on Sunday (May 16). At the very 
onset, the show host Noor ul Arfeen said, 
“While I am talking to you, the biggest 
human tragedy of the world is underway 
(referring to the bombing of Hamas targets 
by Israel Defense Forces). Before I talk 
about this situation further, let me remind 
you what does the Quran advises the 
Momins to do in such a situation.” High-
lighting the 9th chapter of the Quran, 
Surah-e-Tauba, he talked about Islam’s 
directives on doing Jihad. “Whatever I will 
say today will be from the perspective of 
my religious affiliation to Islam. I have no 
allegiance to international relations or obey 
the guidelines of public interest. You can 
see several verses of Surah-e-Tauba and its 
interpretation on the screen. He gives a call 
for Jihad in the pursuit of Allah, whether 
light or heavy. This is the message of Allah 
for all Muslims”, he emphasised. 
Noor-Ul-Arfeen lamented that the Muslims 
in the world say that they are bound by inter-
national relations and treaties and thus not 
ready for Jihad. Further highlighting the 4th 
chapter of the Quran, Surah-An-Nisa, he 
said, “Muslims, why don’t you see the atroc-
ities committed on helpless women and 
children? Is there no true Muslim leader 
who can stop the hands of those who lust to 
rule the world? This is by far the deadliest 
attack in Gaza that has martyred more than 
150 people.”
https://www.opindia.com/2021/05/paki-
stani-news-channel-calls-for-jihad-
against-israel-says-us-chairman-

Pakistani news channel calls 
for Jihad against Israel
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Except for some defiant holdouts, most Mus-
lims have come to accept the printing press, 
loudspeaker, weather forecasts, cameras and 
television, blood transfusions, organ trans-
plants, and in-vitro fertilization. Earlier fears 
that technology will destroy their faith are 
disappearing. Although religious extremists 
have killed polio vaccine workers by the 
dozens, Pakistanis are likely to accept the 
Covid vaccine more easily than Americans. 
This is progress. Technology for religious 
rituals is also becoming popular. For example, 
you may buy a small gadget called the Salat-
Card which uses proximity sensors to count 
the number of rakats performed during 
prayers. Also available online is an environ-
mentally friendly wuzu (ablution) machine 
using visual sensors. Responding to public 
complaints of muezzins with rasping voices 
or bad pronunciations, Egypt’s government is 
carrying out an experimental airing in 113 
mosques of Cairo where a computer will initi-
ate the standardized azan at exact times. A 
few years ago multiple fatwas would have 
lambasted such innovations. But not 
anymore. What of science, the fount of tech-
nology? Consuming technology does not, of 
course, resolve conflicts between science and 
religion. Nor does it necessarily mean that 
science as a way of looking at the world is 
gaining ascendancy. The latter motivated the 
2020 Task Force Report on Culture of 
Science in the Islamic World. Led by Prof 
Nidhal Guessoum (Sharjah) and Dr Moneef 
Zou’bi (Jordan), with input from Dr Athar 
Osama (Pakistan), their online survey gives 

some hints.  At one level the results are 
encouraging. Their survey of 3,500 respon-
dents, chosen mostly from Arab countries and 
Pakistan, shows knowledge of basic scientific 
facts as slightly better than in developed coun-
tries. The authors concede that this surprising 
result is probably because relatively educated 
and internet-savvy respondents were chosen. 
Still, one hopes that this is not too inaccurate. 

Without a culture of science Muslims 
will continue consuming technology 

without producing much.

But even if true, knowing facts about science 
is unconnected with having a scientific mind-
set. The difference is like that between a USB 
memory stick (where you dump data) and a 
CPU chip (which is the decision-making 
brain of your laptop or smartphone). The first 
is passive, relatively simple and cheap. The 
second is active, extremely complex and 
costly. Correspondingly, the traditional mind-
set takes knowledge to be a corpus of eternal 
verities to be acquired, stockpiled, disseminat-
ed, understood and applied but not modified 
or transformed. The scientific mindset, on the 
other hand, involves ideas of forming, testing 
and, if necessary, abandoning hypotheses if 
they don’t work. Analytical reasoning and 
creativity is important, simple memorization 
is not. Going through the report, it is unclear 
to me whether the questions asked — and the 
answers received — have helped us under-
stand whether Muslims are moving towards a 
scientific worldview. Perhaps the organizers 

thought that asking difficult questions upfront 
is too dangerous. But the strong emphasis 
they place upon freedom, openness and diver-
sity as a condition for nurturing science is 
praiseworthy. Here’s why science — and 
developing a scientific mindset — is so diffi-
cult and alien. Humans are never completely 
comfortable with science because it is not 
common sense. In our daily lives one some-
times has to struggle against science. As 
children we learned that actually it’s the earth 
that moves and yet we still speak of the sun 
rising and setting! Another example: heavier 
things fall faster, right? This is so obviously 
true that nobody tested it until Galileo showed 
400 years ago that this is wrong. Wouldn’t it 
be so much nicer if the laws of physics and 
biology lined up with our naïve intuition and 
religious beliefs? Or if Darwin was wrong 
and living things didn’t evolve through 
random mutation? Unfortunately, science is 
chock-full of awkward facts. Getting to the 
truth takes a lot of work. And so you have to 
be very thorough and very curious. Historical-
ly, lack of curiosity is why Muslim civiliza-
tions were ultimately defeated. After the Arab 
Golden Age petered out, the spirit of science 
also died. The 17th-century Ottoman sultans 
were rich enough to hire technologists from 
Europe to build ships and cannons (there were 
no Chinese then) but they could not produce 
their own experts from the Ulema-dominated 
educational system. And when the British 
East India Company brought inventions and 
products from an England humming with new 
scientific ideas, the Mughals simply paid cash 
for them. They never asked what makes the 
gadgets work or even how they could be dupli-
cated. Without a scientific culture, a country 
can only consume and trade. Pakistan func-
tions as a nation of shopkeepers, property 
dealers, managers, hoteliers, accountants, 

bankers, soldiers, politicians and generals. 
There are even a few good poets and writers. 
But there is no Pakistani Covid vaccine. With 
so few genuine scientists and researchers it 
produces little new knowledge or products.
That 81 Pakistanis were recently ranked in the 
world’s top two per cent of scientists by Stan-
ford University turned out to be fake news. 
Stanford University was not involved in this 
highly dubious ranking. This was confirmed 
to me over email last week by Prof John Ioan-
nidis of Stanford University. He, together 
with three co-authors, had been cited as the 
source.
What will it take to bring science back into 
Islam? The way may be similar to how music 
and Islam — which in principle are incompati-
ble — are handled in Muslim countries today.
It is perfectly usual for a Pakistani FM radio 
station that is blaring out Lady Gaga’s songs 
to briefly pause, broadcast a pre-recorded 
azan in all its dignified solemnity, and then 
resume with Beyoncé until the next azan. 
Although the choice of music is quite abys-
mal, there is a clean separation of the worldly 
from the divine.
Separation is the key! When Galileo famously 
said “the Bible teaches us how to go to 
heaven, not how the heavens go”, he was argu-
ing the domains of science and belief do not 
overlap. This is how the West, China, and 
India developed modern scientific cultures. 
Centuries earlier, Muslim scholars had readi-
ly absorbed Greek learning while keeping 
their religious beliefs strictly personal. This 
made possible major discoveries and inven-
tions. Whether one likes it or not, there is no 
other way to develop a culture of science.

Written by Pervez Hoodbhoy. Published in 
Dawn, January 02, 2021.

Muslims and Technology
By: Prof۔ Pervez Hoodbhoy
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Pakistan and Israel. Two countries of the 
world founded in the name of religion. Two 
countries of 1947 born out of the British 
Empire. The two have so many things in 
common but let’s not go into that for the time 
being. Pakistanis are on social media since 
this new wave of violence by Israel against 
Palestinians. Calling the Ummah to stand. 
Abusing the rulers for not doing anything. 
Abusing the west, abusing the east. Well, the 
Ummah did stand, and fought and lost in 
1967. They were not only defeated but 
crushed within six days. It was Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and other Muslim 
countries, including Pakistan, who aided 
against Israel.  But again you cry that the 
Ummah is doing nothing. The Ummah can’t 
do anything. The Ummah has nothing. Not 
even Ummah itself. Before you jump into the 
Caliphate, wait. Islam didn’t present a politi-
cal system comprehensively. It just presented 
ideas of democracy and secularism – yes 
democracy and secularism – and nothing 
much besides that. It gave principles but not a 
complete system in itself. The Caliphate was 
not an Islamic system. It was based on nepo-
tism. Family dynasties flourished. The blood-
shed under Caliphates – particularly of Mus-
lims by Muslims – is beyond comprehension. 
Karbala is one of the finest examples of how 
corrupt and corruptible – like all other sys-
tems – was the system then. It didn’t even 
leave the House of Prophet Muhammad 
PBUH. So, don’t Caliphate here. And don’t 
Ummah here. One is outdated and the other 
doesn’t exist.  There was a dialogue in a Leba-

nese movie “The Insult” that no one has a mo-
nopoly on suffering. That was what Lebanese 
said in court to the Palestinian. No one – nei-
ther Jews of WW-II nor Palestinian since 
1947 – have monopoly on suffering.
But we – Pakistanis – do have a monopoly on 
hypocrisy. We don’t talk about hundreds of 
thousands of people killed in Yemen because 
Saudia killed them and we get our pimping 
dollars from them. We managed the army for 
Saudia to kill kids in Yemen. And we just got 
rice from Saudia. So, we don’t talk. By the 
way, just to write the figures: - 30 were killed 
in a bomb blast in a guest house in Puli Alam, 
Afghanistan on April 30th, 2021. - 85 were 
killed – mostly school girls – in a bomb blast 
in school in Kabul, Afghanistan on May 8th, 
2021.- 12 were killed in an explosion in a 
mosque during Friday prayers in Kabul on 
May 14th, 2021. -Though the violence has 
decreased in Yemen, yet the basics are denied. 
Tens of thousands of people will starve to 
death this year in Yemen.  We don’t talk about 
men, women and kids being killed in Afghan-
istan. Because we have our own political 
philosophies. Of good men and bad men. Of 
snakes. So, we don’t talk.  We don’t talk about 
education camps for Muslims in China. Hun-
dreds of education camps with thousands of 
Muslims being ‘educated’. We don’t talk 
about them because we don’t know about 
anything that happens in Uighur, or mainland 
China. We talk about Kashmir. That’s busi-
ness. That’s our philosophy of life. It gives 
direction to our budget and priorities. 
It makes us a security state. And we talk about 

Palestine. After the Ummah’s failure within 6 
days, we want the UN to do something. Why 
would the UN do something? What interest 
does the UN have in you? None. You have 
nothing to offer. No research. No budget. No 
scientists. Funding to the UN by the entire 
Ummah doesn’t even count to pennies in 
comparison. But yes, we want the UN to do 
something because we failed and our OIC is 
impotent. As said earlier, Ummah doesn’t 
exist. In fact, it never existed on the political 
platform of the world. Ummah means broth-
erhood. It’s like alumni of the same university 
– i.e. Muslims following the same Book and 
the Prophet PBUH. 
It’s an affiliation. It is not what is portrayed 
here in Pakistan. Ummah: Saudia is killing 
Yemen, Talibans are killing Afghanis, ISIS is 
spilling blood in Syria, Uighur is never 
spoken of, Iran and Saudia play proxy wars in 
Iraq and Syria, Kurds are fighting for their 
rights from Turkey, Turkey has its own politi-
cal preference against Saudia, Pakistan has its 
hand in Yemen and Afghanistan. Muslims 
against Muslims. Is this Ummah? This is 
Ummah. This Ummah cannot come together 
on deciding a unified Eid day.  This Ummah 
cannot offer Namaz the same way. They don’t 
even know the exact way the Prophet PBUH 
offered Namaz. This is the practice the Proph-
et PBUH maintained 5 times a day. This 
Ummah has its own sets of kafirs and 
momins. A kafir here can be a momin there 
and vice versa. And this Ummah has its rela-
tions with Israel. Some despise it and some 
make a trade out of it.
You can praise Mia Khalifah and Bella Hadid; 
and curse Malala (neither a fan nor a hater). 
As you are misguided about history, your love 
and hatred is also misguided. Doesn’t matter. 
Why Malala said it that way is not going to 
solve issues. She is not your PM. Or anyone’s 

PM. She is not COAS. She does not hold any 
political office. Yet, you blame her for her 
tweets. It’s only your hatred. And that’s ok; 
you hate her. But this is not the way towards 
any resolution.

FORESEEABLE FUTURE
There were people who fought even when 
they couldn’t achieve their target. Imam Hus-
sain. Che Guevara. Bhagat Singh. Nelson 
Mandela. Maximillian Robespierre. Malcolm 
X. Jinnah. And many others. They all were 
different on different stages against different 
fascists but they didn’t wait for others. They 
didn’t beg. They planned. They stood. And 
they fought. With whatever means necessary. 
With or without a victory. The solution is  
long-term. And it is evolutionary. First, make 
yourself better. Grow economically. Enhance 
educational standards. Improve your health-
care system. Research more. Nurture scien-
tists, philosophers, ideologists, thinkers, and 
rationalists. Follow religion but excel in it 
with Ijtihad. End these dogmas and orthodox 
ideas. Get your funding priorities straight. Get 
out of all the wars of the world and focus on 
yourself until you are someone with influ-
ence. Get out of ghosts. Get out of graves. Get 
out of tombs. Get out of how a cucumber 
must be cut. Get out of these people who sell 
and make a living out of religion. Read. Un-
learn. Re-learn. Evolve. Revolution and wars 
are not your way. Evolution is your way. It 
took 23 years for the religion to be bestowed 
upon you; evolution. 
The Holy Book was completed in over two 
decades; evolution. Evolve. Learn. Grow. 
Become someone so that you don’t have to 
beg others to stand for your causes. Become 
someone to become an impactful voice. End 
this hypocrisy. Empathize above religion and 
ethnicities. I feel for Palestinians not because 

they are Muslims but because they are 
humans. Like there are humans suffering in 
Burma, China, Kashmir, Yemen, Egypt, 
Africa, India, Syria, Iraq, and Pakistan. We 
just got rice from Saudia. An agricultural 
country getting donations of rice from a 
desert peninsula. Shame! We are succumbing 
to new downfalls every year. We are falling, 
yet we want the world to behave according to 
our wishes. Caliph Umar (RA) declined to 
offer Namaz in a church in Jerusalem. 
Remember that? And what were the nurses 
doing in a church in Lahore? Wasn’t that blas-
phemy? Or do we have monopoly on blasphe-
my too? Voice must be raised.  No doubt. But 
it must be raised without hypocrisy.
And one must remain realistic too. And 
before asking our neighbors and the world to 
mend their ways, we need to mend our ways. 
A kid of a missing father lost his mother 
recently. Did we offer him his father back? 
Did we give him justice? No. There are 
people suffering in our country. Are we offer-
ing them justice? Did we offer justice to the 
brutally killed family in the Sahiwal massa-
cre? Did we give justice to the families who 
suffered by the bullets of Raymond Davis? 
Did we give justice to the parents of the APS 
incident? Did we give justice to the 444 mur-
ders of Rao Anwar? Everyday kids are raped 
and killed here. Everyday people are dumped 
here. People go missing here on a routine 
basis. People are dying of hunger. There are 
severe discriminations in different parts of 
this country. There are grave human rights 
violations in our own home. We need to get 
our house in order before we point fingers at 
the rest of the world. Till then, your hypocrisy 
is at your disposal. The choice is yours: to 
become someone. Or to remain nothing.

Why Pakistani missiles and tanks are 
named after regional Muslim warriors ? 
By Junaid Jahangir USA 
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Pakistan and Israel. Two countries of the 
world founded in the name of religion. Two 
countries of 1947 born out of the British 
Empire. The two have so many things in 
common but let’s not go into that for the time 
being. Pakistanis are on social media since 
this new wave of violence by Israel against 
Palestinians. Calling the Ummah to stand. 
Abusing the rulers for not doing anything. 
Abusing the west, abusing the east. Well, the 
Ummah did stand, and fought and lost in 
1967. They were not only defeated but 
crushed within six days. It was Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and other Muslim 
countries, including Pakistan, who aided 
against Israel.  But again you cry that the 
Ummah is doing nothing. The Ummah can’t 
do anything. The Ummah has nothing. Not 
even Ummah itself. Before you jump into the 
Caliphate, wait. Islam didn’t present a politi-
cal system comprehensively. It just presented 
ideas of democracy and secularism – yes 
democracy and secularism – and nothing 
much besides that. It gave principles but not a 
complete system in itself. The Caliphate was 
not an Islamic system. It was based on nepo-
tism. Family dynasties flourished. The blood-
shed under Caliphates – particularly of Mus-
lims by Muslims – is beyond comprehension. 
Karbala is one of the finest examples of how 
corrupt and corruptible – like all other sys-
tems – was the system then. It didn’t even 
leave the House of Prophet Muhammad 
PBUH. So, don’t Caliphate here. And don’t 
Ummah here. One is outdated and the other 
doesn’t exist.  There was a dialogue in a Leba-

nese movie “The Insult” that no one has a mo-
nopoly on suffering. That was what Lebanese 
said in court to the Palestinian. No one – nei-
ther Jews of WW-II nor Palestinian since 
1947 – have monopoly on suffering.
But we – Pakistanis – do have a monopoly on 
hypocrisy. We don’t talk about hundreds of 
thousands of people killed in Yemen because 
Saudia killed them and we get our pimping 
dollars from them. We managed the army for 
Saudia to kill kids in Yemen. And we just got 
rice from Saudia. So, we don’t talk. By the 
way, just to write the figures: - 30 were killed 
in a bomb blast in a guest house in Puli Alam, 
Afghanistan on April 30th, 2021. - 85 were 
killed – mostly school girls – in a bomb blast 
in school in Kabul, Afghanistan on May 8th, 
2021.- 12 were killed in an explosion in a 
mosque during Friday prayers in Kabul on 
May 14th, 2021. -Though the violence has 
decreased in Yemen, yet the basics are denied. 
Tens of thousands of people will starve to 
death this year in Yemen.  We don’t talk about 
men, women and kids being killed in Afghan-
istan. Because we have our own political 
philosophies. Of good men and bad men. Of 
snakes. So, we don’t talk.  We don’t talk about 
education camps for Muslims in China. Hun-
dreds of education camps with thousands of 
Muslims being ‘educated’. We don’t talk 
about them because we don’t know about 
anything that happens in Uighur, or mainland 
China. We talk about Kashmir. That’s busi-
ness. That’s our philosophy of life. It gives 
direction to our budget and priorities. 
It makes us a security state. And we talk about 

Palestine. After the Ummah’s failure within 6 
days, we want the UN to do something. Why 
would the UN do something? What interest 
does the UN have in you? None. You have 
nothing to offer. No research. No budget. No 
scientists. Funding to the UN by the entire 
Ummah doesn’t even count to pennies in 
comparison. But yes, we want the UN to do 
something because we failed and our OIC is 
impotent. As said earlier, Ummah doesn’t 
exist. In fact, it never existed on the political 
platform of the world. Ummah means broth-
erhood. It’s like alumni of the same university 
– i.e. Muslims following the same Book and 
the Prophet PBUH. 
It’s an affiliation. It is not what is portrayed 
here in Pakistan. Ummah: Saudia is killing 
Yemen, Talibans are killing Afghanis, ISIS is 
spilling blood in Syria, Uighur is never 
spoken of, Iran and Saudia play proxy wars in 
Iraq and Syria, Kurds are fighting for their 
rights from Turkey, Turkey has its own politi-
cal preference against Saudia, Pakistan has its 
hand in Yemen and Afghanistan. Muslims 
against Muslims. Is this Ummah? This is 
Ummah. This Ummah cannot come together 
on deciding a unified Eid day.  This Ummah 
cannot offer Namaz the same way. They don’t 
even know the exact way the Prophet PBUH 
offered Namaz. This is the practice the Proph-
et PBUH maintained 5 times a day. This 
Ummah has its own sets of kafirs and 
momins. A kafir here can be a momin there 
and vice versa. And this Ummah has its rela-
tions with Israel. Some despise it and some 
make a trade out of it.
You can praise Mia Khalifah and Bella Hadid; 
and curse Malala (neither a fan nor a hater). 
As you are misguided about history, your love 
and hatred is also misguided. Doesn’t matter. 
Why Malala said it that way is not going to 
solve issues. She is not your PM. Or anyone’s 

PM. She is not COAS. She does not hold any 
political office. Yet, you blame her for her 
tweets. It’s only your hatred. And that’s ok; 
you hate her. But this is not the way towards 
any resolution.

FORESEEABLE FUTURE
There were people who fought even when 
they couldn’t achieve their target. Imam Hus-
sain. Che Guevara. Bhagat Singh. Nelson 
Mandela. Maximillian Robespierre. Malcolm 
X. Jinnah. And many others. They all were 
different on different stages against different 
fascists but they didn’t wait for others. They 
didn’t beg. They planned. They stood. And 
they fought. With whatever means necessary. 
With or without a victory. The solution is  
long-term. And it is evolutionary. First, make 
yourself better. Grow economically. Enhance 
educational standards. Improve your health-
care system. Research more. Nurture scien-
tists, philosophers, ideologists, thinkers, and 
rationalists. Follow religion but excel in it 
with Ijtihad. End these dogmas and orthodox 
ideas. Get your funding priorities straight. Get 
out of all the wars of the world and focus on 
yourself until you are someone with influ-
ence. Get out of ghosts. Get out of graves. Get 
out of tombs. Get out of how a cucumber 
must be cut. Get out of these people who sell 
and make a living out of religion. Read. Un-
learn. Re-learn. Evolve. Revolution and wars 
are not your way. Evolution is your way. It 
took 23 years for the religion to be bestowed 
upon you; evolution. 
The Holy Book was completed in over two 
decades; evolution. Evolve. Learn. Grow. 
Become someone so that you don’t have to 
beg others to stand for your causes. Become 
someone to become an impactful voice. End 
this hypocrisy. Empathize above religion and 
ethnicities. I feel for Palestinians not because 

they are Muslims but because they are 
humans. Like there are humans suffering in 
Burma, China, Kashmir, Yemen, Egypt, 
Africa, India, Syria, Iraq, and Pakistan. We 
just got rice from Saudia. An agricultural 
country getting donations of rice from a 
desert peninsula. Shame! We are succumbing 
to new downfalls every year. We are falling, 
yet we want the world to behave according to 
our wishes. Caliph Umar (RA) declined to 
offer Namaz in a church in Jerusalem. 
Remember that? And what were the nurses 
doing in a church in Lahore? Wasn’t that blas-
phemy? Or do we have monopoly on blasphe-
my too? Voice must be raised.  No doubt. But 
it must be raised without hypocrisy.
And one must remain realistic too. And 
before asking our neighbors and the world to 
mend their ways, we need to mend our ways. 
A kid of a missing father lost his mother 
recently. Did we offer him his father back? 
Did we give him justice? No. There are 
people suffering in our country. Are we offer-
ing them justice? Did we offer justice to the 
brutally killed family in the Sahiwal massa-
cre? Did we give justice to the families who 
suffered by the bullets of Raymond Davis? 
Did we give justice to the parents of the APS 
incident? Did we give justice to the 444 mur-
ders of Rao Anwar? Everyday kids are raped 
and killed here. Everyday people are dumped 
here. People go missing here on a routine 
basis. People are dying of hunger. There are 
severe discriminations in different parts of 
this country. There are grave human rights 
violations in our own home. We need to get 
our house in order before we point fingers at 
the rest of the world. Till then, your hypocrisy 
is at your disposal. The choice is yours: to 
become someone. Or to remain nothing.
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Pakistan and Israel. Two countries of the 
world founded in the name of religion. Two 
countries of 1947 born out of the British 
Empire. The two have so many things in 
common but let’s not go into that for the time 
being. Pakistanis are on social media since 
this new wave of violence by Israel against 
Palestinians. Calling the Ummah to stand. 
Abusing the rulers for not doing anything. 
Abusing the west, abusing the east. Well, the 
Ummah did stand, and fought and lost in 
1967. They were not only defeated but 
crushed within six days. It was Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and other Muslim 
countries, including Pakistan, who aided 
against Israel.  But again you cry that the 
Ummah is doing nothing. The Ummah can’t 
do anything. The Ummah has nothing. Not 
even Ummah itself. Before you jump into the 
Caliphate, wait. Islam didn’t present a politi-
cal system comprehensively. It just presented 
ideas of democracy and secularism – yes 
democracy and secularism – and nothing 
much besides that. It gave principles but not a 
complete system in itself. The Caliphate was 
not an Islamic system. It was based on nepo-
tism. Family dynasties flourished. The blood-
shed under Caliphates – particularly of Mus-
lims by Muslims – is beyond comprehension. 
Karbala is one of the finest examples of how 
corrupt and corruptible – like all other sys-
tems – was the system then. It didn’t even 
leave the House of Prophet Muhammad 
PBUH. So, don’t Caliphate here. And don’t 
Ummah here. One is outdated and the other 
doesn’t exist.  There was a dialogue in a Leba-

nese movie “The Insult” that no one has a mo-
nopoly on suffering. That was what Lebanese 
said in court to the Palestinian. No one – nei-
ther Jews of WW-II nor Palestinian since 
1947 – have monopoly on suffering.
But we – Pakistanis – do have a monopoly on 
hypocrisy. We don’t talk about hundreds of 
thousands of people killed in Yemen because 
Saudia killed them and we get our pimping 
dollars from them. We managed the army for 
Saudia to kill kids in Yemen. And we just got 
rice from Saudia. So, we don’t talk. By the 
way, just to write the figures: - 30 were killed 
in a bomb blast in a guest house in Puli Alam, 
Afghanistan on April 30th, 2021. - 85 were 
killed – mostly school girls – in a bomb blast 
in school in Kabul, Afghanistan on May 8th, 
2021.- 12 were killed in an explosion in a 
mosque during Friday prayers in Kabul on 
May 14th, 2021. -Though the violence has 
decreased in Yemen, yet the basics are denied. 
Tens of thousands of people will starve to 
death this year in Yemen.  We don’t talk about 
men, women and kids being killed in Afghan-
istan. Because we have our own political 
philosophies. Of good men and bad men. Of 
snakes. So, we don’t talk.  We don’t talk about 
education camps for Muslims in China. Hun-
dreds of education camps with thousands of 
Muslims being ‘educated’. We don’t talk 
about them because we don’t know about 
anything that happens in Uighur, or mainland 
China. We talk about Kashmir. That’s busi-
ness. That’s our philosophy of life. It gives 
direction to our budget and priorities. 
It makes us a security state. And we talk about 

Palestine. After the Ummah’s failure within 6 
days, we want the UN to do something. Why 
would the UN do something? What interest 
does the UN have in you? None. You have 
nothing to offer. No research. No budget. No 
scientists. Funding to the UN by the entire 
Ummah doesn’t even count to pennies in 
comparison. But yes, we want the UN to do 
something because we failed and our OIC is 
impotent. As said earlier, Ummah doesn’t 
exist. In fact, it never existed on the political 
platform of the world. Ummah means broth-
erhood. It’s like alumni of the same university 
– i.e. Muslims following the same Book and 
the Prophet PBUH. 
It’s an affiliation. It is not what is portrayed 
here in Pakistan. Ummah: Saudia is killing 
Yemen, Talibans are killing Afghanis, ISIS is 
spilling blood in Syria, Uighur is never 
spoken of, Iran and Saudia play proxy wars in 
Iraq and Syria, Kurds are fighting for their 
rights from Turkey, Turkey has its own politi-
cal preference against Saudia, Pakistan has its 
hand in Yemen and Afghanistan. Muslims 
against Muslims. Is this Ummah? This is 
Ummah. This Ummah cannot come together 
on deciding a unified Eid day.  This Ummah 
cannot offer Namaz the same way. They don’t 
even know the exact way the Prophet PBUH 
offered Namaz. This is the practice the Proph-
et PBUH maintained 5 times a day. This 
Ummah has its own sets of kafirs and 
momins. A kafir here can be a momin there 
and vice versa. And this Ummah has its rela-
tions with Israel. Some despise it and some 
make a trade out of it.
You can praise Mia Khalifah and Bella Hadid; 
and curse Malala (neither a fan nor a hater). 
As you are misguided about history, your love 
and hatred is also misguided. Doesn’t matter. 
Why Malala said it that way is not going to 
solve issues. She is not your PM. Or anyone’s 

PM. She is not COAS. She does not hold any 
political office. Yet, you blame her for her 
tweets. It’s only your hatred. And that’s ok; 
you hate her. But this is not the way towards 
any resolution.

FORESEEABLE FUTURE
There were people who fought even when 
they couldn’t achieve their target. Imam Hus-
sain. Che Guevara. Bhagat Singh. Nelson 
Mandela. Maximillian Robespierre. Malcolm 
X. Jinnah. And many others. They all were 
different on different stages against different 
fascists but they didn’t wait for others. They 
didn’t beg. They planned. They stood. And 
they fought. With whatever means necessary. 
With or without a victory. The solution is  
long-term. And it is evolutionary. First, make 
yourself better. Grow economically. Enhance 
educational standards. Improve your health-
care system. Research more. Nurture scien-
tists, philosophers, ideologists, thinkers, and 
rationalists. Follow religion but excel in it 
with Ijtihad. End these dogmas and orthodox 
ideas. Get your funding priorities straight. Get 
out of all the wars of the world and focus on 
yourself until you are someone with influ-
ence. Get out of ghosts. Get out of graves. Get 
out of tombs. Get out of how a cucumber 
must be cut. Get out of these people who sell 
and make a living out of religion. Read. Un-
learn. Re-learn. Evolve. Revolution and wars 
are not your way. Evolution is your way. It 
took 23 years for the religion to be bestowed 
upon you; evolution. 
The Holy Book was completed in over two 
decades; evolution. Evolve. Learn. Grow. 
Become someone so that you don’t have to 
beg others to stand for your causes. Become 
someone to become an impactful voice. End 
this hypocrisy. Empathize above religion and 
ethnicities. I feel for Palestinians not because 

they are Muslims but because they are 
humans. Like there are humans suffering in 
Burma, China, Kashmir, Yemen, Egypt, 
Africa, India, Syria, Iraq, and Pakistan. We 
just got rice from Saudia. An agricultural 
country getting donations of rice from a 
desert peninsula. Shame! We are succumbing 
to new downfalls every year. We are falling, 
yet we want the world to behave according to 
our wishes. Caliph Umar (RA) declined to 
offer Namaz in a church in Jerusalem. 
Remember that? And what were the nurses 
doing in a church in Lahore? Wasn’t that blas-
phemy? Or do we have monopoly on blasphe-
my too? Voice must be raised.  No doubt. But 
it must be raised without hypocrisy.
And one must remain realistic too. And 
before asking our neighbors and the world to 
mend their ways, we need to mend our ways. 
A kid of a missing father lost his mother 
recently. Did we offer him his father back? 
Did we give him justice? No. There are 
people suffering in our country. Are we offer-
ing them justice? Did we offer justice to the 
brutally killed family in the Sahiwal massa-
cre? Did we give justice to the families who 
suffered by the bullets of Raymond Davis? 
Did we give justice to the parents of the APS 
incident? Did we give justice to the 444 mur-
ders of Rao Anwar? Everyday kids are raped 
and killed here. Everyday people are dumped 
here. People go missing here on a routine 
basis. People are dying of hunger. There are 
severe discriminations in different parts of 
this country. There are grave human rights 
violations in our own home. We need to get 
our house in order before we point fingers at 
the rest of the world. Till then, your hypocrisy 
is at your disposal. The choice is yours: to 
become someone. Or to remain nothing.

London terror attack ... where do I even begin. An 
absolutely obscene and devastating act that wiped 
three generations within seconds, leaving behind a 
nine year old boy. A boy who’s left to fight for his 
life alone in the hospital. An act that suddenly 
changed the course of this boy’s life. But not only 
did it affect this innocent family, it also gave the 
world a wake-up call for the issue that continues to 
linger in today’s society, Islamophobia. It’s sicken-
ing to think that this beautiful family was killed 
because of the hate a supremacist had towards a 
faith. To begin, I’d like to mention that I personally 
have also been going out for walks  with my 
siblings regularly and am always alert & aware of 
my surroundings, because you can never know 
what the other individual's intentions are. No one 
should have to be thinking about such things  when 
just going for an ordinary walk. Yet, it’s frightening 
to imagine that a 20-year-old terrorist killed four 
innocent Muslims who were enjoying their 
evening walk, like myself. Instead of focusing on 
becoming a better person and changing the world 
for better, the 20 year old terrorist, Nathaniel Velt-
man, had other ideas, which were filled with spite. 
He decided to purge the family because of the false 
narratives and views he had about the Religion of 
Islam. From my standpoint, I am an 18 year old 
Canadian citizen and I belong to the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community. A community which only 
aspires to spread love and peace. And whose motto 
is “Love For All, Hatred For None.” From child-
hood, I was taught to be respectful and show kind-
ness to everyone, despite one's ethnicity, race or 
religion. Whether or not you agree with them, 
violence is never the key. To end, the second caliph 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community once said 
“Nations cannot be reformed without the reforma-
tion of the youth.” Repeating this slogan only tells 
us that actions do speak louder than words. And 
that this horrific event that occured, is the very 
prime example that our society needs to evolve and 
move past such hate for each other, by learning to 
live amongst each other, not against. This is what 
should be at the root of our society and not such 
hate crimes and violence, which result in nothing 
but devastation, affliction and distrust. 

Another Terrorist Attack
By: Eashah Chaudry
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The European Court of Human Rights on 
Thursday dismissed a case brought by the 
widow and daughter of Yasser Arafat, who 
have claimed the iconic Palestinian leader's 
death was the result of poisoning. Suha El 
Kodwa Arafat and Zahwa El Kodwa Arafat, 
who are French citizens, filed their case with 
the Strasbourg-based European court in 2017 
after French courts dismissed their claims. 
Arafat died at the Percy military hospital near 
Paris aged 75 in November 2004 after devel-
oping stomach pains while at his headquarters 
in the West Bank city of Ramallah. Many Pal-
estinians accuse Israel of poisoning Arafat, a 
charge flatly denied by the Jewish state. But 
in 2012 his widow, Suha El Kodwa Arafat, 
said traces of the radioactive isotope poloni-
um 210 had been found on his clothes, 
prompting a French lawsuit alleging his 
murder. After a series of analyses and witness 
interviews, a court in Nanterre, west of Paris, 
dismissed the case, a ruling upheld on appeal.

Lawyers for Arafat's widow said the investi-
gation had been “fundamentally biased” and 
accused the judges of closing the probe too 
quickly. Arafat's wife and daughter turned to 
the European court in 2017, saying they had 
been refused their right to a fair hearing, in 
particular a refusal of their request for an 
additional expert report on his death.
In a unanimous decision, three judges said 
that after reviewing the case, “at all stages of 
the proceedings the applicants, assisted by 
their lawyers, had been able to exercise their 
rights effectively”.
“Judges did not appear to have reached arbi-
trary conclusions based on the facts before 
them and their interpretation of the evidence 
in the file or the applicable law had not been 
unreasonable,” they added.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1632565/eu-
rope-court-refuses-to-hear-case-on-
yasser-arafats-death

Europe court refuses to hear case on 
Yasser Arafat's death
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Proposed legislation giving police sweeping 
powers to decide whether protests are justi-
fied, the power to impose start and finish 
times and even the right to disband one-per-
son protests has led to nationwide protests.
The legislation includes vague criteria such as 
being “too loud” or a “nuisance” as being suf-
ficient justification for any action undertaken 
by UK police during protests. The protestors 
feel that the Police, Courts, Sentencing and 
Crimes bill violates their right to free speech 
and right to assembly. Laws have also been 
passed by HM government which would 
result in undercover agents being granted 
Criminal Conduct Authorizations authorizing 
them, as the name implies, to engage in crimi-
nal conduct including rape, murder and 
torture without any legal culpability.
One controversial bill, the Overseas Opera-
tions Bill, stipulates a statute of limitations on 
war crimes prosecutions against British 
troops, effectively legalizing war crimes, 
including torture, rape and other crimes.
Currently people all over Britain are out pro-
testing against a controversial new law that 
would essentially make protesting illegal and 
slap harsh sentences on those who fail to 
comply. The movement called Kill the Bill 
seeks to stop this legislation while it's still in 
passage through Parliament. However, in 
recent months the United Kingdom also 
passed two other laws that effectively and 
explicitly allow undercover agents in Britain 
to commit any crime and give British troops 
immunity from war crimes prosecutions, the 
latter of these has gone largely unnoticed by 

the British public at large.
The Police State
The British government has spent the last few 
months enacting or attempting to enact 
extremely worrying legislation. These bills 
will completely destroy any shred of Britain's 
democracy. There are three bills, two of 
which have already been passed and the third 
is currently pending, which will completely 
alter British democracy. Although there was 
considerable debate in Parliament, these con-
troversial and worrying bills were barely cov-
ered by the mainstream media. 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. 
The first cause for concern is Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill, also known as the 
anti-protest bill. This is the bill at the centre of 
the kill the bill protests that are currently 
underway all over the United Kingdom. The 
second bill is the Covert Human Intelligence 
Sources, CHIS, Act, also nicknamed the Spy 
Cops bill. And finally, the third is the Over-
seas Operations Act 2021.
Now, despite the fact that these bills are 
extremely archaic, authoritarian and threaten 
civil liberties, along with international law, 
the British public is almost completely 
unaware of their existence, with perhaps the 
sole exception being the anti protest bill 
simply because of the widespread unrest and 
protests that it has caused in the country.
On March 17th, 2021, a vigil was held for 33 
year old Sarah Everard, whose body was 
found earlier that month in London.
Wayne Couzens, 48, a serving officer in the 
London Metropolitan Police is accused of 

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

murdering her and is currently in custody 
pending trial. The largely peaceful vigil 
turned violent when police attempted to 
disperse and shut down the event. Scenes of 
women being violently dragged, arrested and 
manhandled by the police were met with 
disgust and shock. The vigil, and the violent 
arrests that took place there, occurred just as a 
new piece of legislation was being intro-
duced, which helped spark the kill the bill 
movement. In March 2021, Britain's Tory 
government under Boris Johnson introduced 

the Police Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill.
The goal of this mammoth piece of legislation 
is essentially to shake up the criminal justice 
system in England and Wales.
The reason people are so upset about it is 
because it gives the police sweeping new 
powers where they can randomly decide 
whether a protest is justified or unjustified, 
and shut it down on the spot. This even 
includes protests by a single person, not only 
that but the police would also be able to 
impose a start and a finish time. The criteria 
proposed for shutting down a protest includes 
vague arbitrary language like being "too 
loud", or "a nuisance". Home Secretary Priti 
Patel when asked about what these things 
mean, couldn't even give a straight answer.
People who refuse to comply with police 

orders can be fined up to 2500 pounds. The 
punishment for defacing or damaging memo-
rials has been increased from three months to 
10 years. This comes in the wake of Black 
Lives Matter protests in the summer of 2020 
when the statue of slave trader Edward 
Colston was thrown into the Bristol docks.
In order to help ease the passage of this bill 
through Parliament, Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, as well as Home Secretary, Pritti 
Pattel, have deflected by pointing to other 
things in the bill that would give life sentenc-

es to killer drivers, for exam-
ple, or harsher sentencing for 
premeditated child murder 
and serious violence against 
emergency workers.
But this doesn't address the 
concerns with giving police 
sweeping powers to disband 
protests, given that free 
speech and the right to free 
assembly are considered 
pillars of a liberal democra-

cy, many view the legislation as authoritarian 
and a violation of the Human Rights Act. As a 
result, protests have erupted in response all 
over Britain including London, Bristol, Bir-
mingham, Liverpool and other major cities, 
with hundreds being arrested and detained by 
police almost weekly. Currently, the anti pro-
test bill has passed its first and second read-
ings and it's at the Committee stage. While 
this act is currently still pending, there are two 
others that are just as dangerous that have 
been largely unnoticed and unreported, while 
having made their way through Parliament 
and becoming law. 
The Covert Human Intelligence Sources bill, 
or CHIS Bill, which is also nicknamed the 
Spy Cops Bill, gives undercover agents per-
mission to commit crimes through a so called 

Criminal Conduct Authorization. This could 
include rape, torture, murder, and other vio-
lent crimes. These criminal conduct authori-
zations are not just for MI5, Britain's domes-
tic security service, but also for any police 
force in Britain. this includes agencies like 
the gambling Commission, the Food Stan-
dards Agency, the Home Office, the Ministry 
of Justice, and several other government 
departments. Undercover officers can commit 
criminal acts, if it's in the interest of national 
security, and also in the economic interests of 
the United Kingdom. Unions and other direct 
action groups have previously been targeted 
in the past by undercover police and infiltrat-
ed. We've seen police disproportionately 
target left wing groups, activists and ordinary 
protesters while providing cover to right wing 
and far right groups. The Guardian reports in 
2019 that Scotland Yard had been forced to 
pay a total of more than 700,000 pounds in 
compensation to 153 anti fascist campaigners, 
who were arrested by police during a demon-
stration and detained for up to 14 hours.
The Guardian also disclosed in 2018 that The 
London Metropolitan Police had used over 
two dozen officers to infiltrate left wing 
groups as part of an undercover spying cam-
paign that spanned 37 years. When the time 
came for parliament to vote on this bill, the 
Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, didn't tell his 
party to vote NO and oppose the bill. Instead, 
he told them to abstain. And given that this is 
a piece of Tory legislation and the Tories are 
bound to vote overwhelmingly YES, the ma-
jority of labour being whipped to abstain had 
the effect of simply letting the bill pass 
through the House of Commons unopposed; a 
complete gift to the conservatives.
There were However, 34 Labour MPs who 
decided to rebel and vote against the legisla-
tion, among them former Labour leader 

Jeremy Corbyn, for breaking the whip various 
Labour MPs, including seven front benches, 
were punished by Stormer for voting against 
it like Nadia Edith Whittome, the MP for Not-
tingham East, who was sacked as a conse-
quence. Once the Spy Cops Bill reached the 
House of Lords an amendment was put 
forward to make sure that undercover agents 
could not commit murder, rape and torture as 
part of their duties. The amendment was 
passed, removing some of the most heinous 
crimes from a heinous bill. Nonetheless, 
when the bill was sent back to the House of 
Commons, the amendment to ban murder, 
rape and torture was removed. The CHIS Bill 
was passed more or less in its original form 
allowing undercover agents to do whatever 
they like. It was passed through Parliament 
and received Royal Assent on March 1st, 
2021. And at every step of the way, the bill 
went through virtually unopposed.
Even amendments to ban the use of children 
or to limit the scope of these crimes that 
undercover agents could undertake were all 
defeated.
It goes without saying that such catre blanche 
to commit crimes, a Licence to Kill in the 
wrong hands can be devastating and gives the 
state extraordinary powers over the lives of 
ordinary citizens. It is reckless at best and 
authoritarianism at worst. Another extremely 
concerning bill that also has made its way 
through Parliament and just become law is the 
Overseas Operations Bill. This bill completed 
its passage through Parliament on April 29th, 
2021.

https://www.presstv.com/De-
tail/2021/05/11/652422/Kill-the-Bill-UK-pro
tests-License-to-Kill

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

UK act of parliament authorizes 
torture and rape under "certain 
circumstances"
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Proposed legislation giving police sweeping 
powers to decide whether protests are justi-
fied, the power to impose start and finish 
times and even the right to disband one-per-
son protests has led to nationwide protests.
The legislation includes vague criteria such as 
being “too loud” or a “nuisance” as being suf-
ficient justification for any action undertaken 
by UK police during protests. The protestors 
feel that the Police, Courts, Sentencing and 
Crimes bill violates their right to free speech 
and right to assembly. Laws have also been 
passed by HM government which would 
result in undercover agents being granted 
Criminal Conduct Authorizations authorizing 
them, as the name implies, to engage in crimi-
nal conduct including rape, murder and 
torture without any legal culpability.
One controversial bill, the Overseas Opera-
tions Bill, stipulates a statute of limitations on 
war crimes prosecutions against British 
troops, effectively legalizing war crimes, 
including torture, rape and other crimes.
Currently people all over Britain are out pro-
testing against a controversial new law that 
would essentially make protesting illegal and 
slap harsh sentences on those who fail to 
comply. The movement called Kill the Bill 
seeks to stop this legislation while it's still in 
passage through Parliament. However, in 
recent months the United Kingdom also 
passed two other laws that effectively and 
explicitly allow undercover agents in Britain 
to commit any crime and give British troops 
immunity from war crimes prosecutions, the 
latter of these has gone largely unnoticed by 

the British public at large.
The Police State
The British government has spent the last few 
months enacting or attempting to enact 
extremely worrying legislation. These bills 
will completely destroy any shred of Britain's 
democracy. There are three bills, two of 
which have already been passed and the third 
is currently pending, which will completely 
alter British democracy. Although there was 
considerable debate in Parliament, these con-
troversial and worrying bills were barely cov-
ered by the mainstream media. 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. 
The first cause for concern is Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill, also known as the 
anti-protest bill. This is the bill at the centre of 
the kill the bill protests that are currently 
underway all over the United Kingdom. The 
second bill is the Covert Human Intelligence 
Sources, CHIS, Act, also nicknamed the Spy 
Cops bill. And finally, the third is the Over-
seas Operations Act 2021.
Now, despite the fact that these bills are 
extremely archaic, authoritarian and threaten 
civil liberties, along with international law, 
the British public is almost completely 
unaware of their existence, with perhaps the 
sole exception being the anti protest bill 
simply because of the widespread unrest and 
protests that it has caused in the country.
On March 17th, 2021, a vigil was held for 33 
year old Sarah Everard, whose body was 
found earlier that month in London.
Wayne Couzens, 48, a serving officer in the 
London Metropolitan Police is accused of 

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

murdering her and is currently in custody 
pending trial. The largely peaceful vigil 
turned violent when police attempted to 
disperse and shut down the event. Scenes of 
women being violently dragged, arrested and 
manhandled by the police were met with 
disgust and shock. The vigil, and the violent 
arrests that took place there, occurred just as a 
new piece of legislation was being intro-
duced, which helped spark the kill the bill 
movement. In March 2021, Britain's Tory 
government under Boris Johnson introduced 

the Police Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill.
The goal of this mammoth piece of legislation 
is essentially to shake up the criminal justice 
system in England and Wales.
The reason people are so upset about it is 
because it gives the police sweeping new 
powers where they can randomly decide 
whether a protest is justified or unjustified, 
and shut it down on the spot. This even 
includes protests by a single person, not only 
that but the police would also be able to 
impose a start and a finish time. The criteria 
proposed for shutting down a protest includes 
vague arbitrary language like being "too 
loud", or "a nuisance". Home Secretary Priti 
Patel when asked about what these things 
mean, couldn't even give a straight answer.
People who refuse to comply with police 

orders can be fined up to 2500 pounds. The 
punishment for defacing or damaging memo-
rials has been increased from three months to 
10 years. This comes in the wake of Black 
Lives Matter protests in the summer of 2020 
when the statue of slave trader Edward 
Colston was thrown into the Bristol docks.
In order to help ease the passage of this bill 
through Parliament, Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, as well as Home Secretary, Pritti 
Pattel, have deflected by pointing to other 
things in the bill that would give life sentenc-

es to killer drivers, for exam-
ple, or harsher sentencing for 
premeditated child murder 
and serious violence against 
emergency workers.
But this doesn't address the 
concerns with giving police 
sweeping powers to disband 
protests, given that free 
speech and the right to free 
assembly are considered 
pillars of a liberal democra-

cy, many view the legislation as authoritarian 
and a violation of the Human Rights Act. As a 
result, protests have erupted in response all 
over Britain including London, Bristol, Bir-
mingham, Liverpool and other major cities, 
with hundreds being arrested and detained by 
police almost weekly. Currently, the anti pro-
test bill has passed its first and second read-
ings and it's at the Committee stage. While 
this act is currently still pending, there are two 
others that are just as dangerous that have 
been largely unnoticed and unreported, while 
having made their way through Parliament 
and becoming law. 
The Covert Human Intelligence Sources bill, 
or CHIS Bill, which is also nicknamed the 
Spy Cops Bill, gives undercover agents per-
mission to commit crimes through a so called 

Criminal Conduct Authorization. This could 
include rape, torture, murder, and other vio-
lent crimes. These criminal conduct authori-
zations are not just for MI5, Britain's domes-
tic security service, but also for any police 
force in Britain. this includes agencies like 
the gambling Commission, the Food Stan-
dards Agency, the Home Office, the Ministry 
of Justice, and several other government 
departments. Undercover officers can commit 
criminal acts, if it's in the interest of national 
security, and also in the economic interests of 
the United Kingdom. Unions and other direct 
action groups have previously been targeted 
in the past by undercover police and infiltrat-
ed. We've seen police disproportionately 
target left wing groups, activists and ordinary 
protesters while providing cover to right wing 
and far right groups. The Guardian reports in 
2019 that Scotland Yard had been forced to 
pay a total of more than 700,000 pounds in 
compensation to 153 anti fascist campaigners, 
who were arrested by police during a demon-
stration and detained for up to 14 hours.
The Guardian also disclosed in 2018 that The 
London Metropolitan Police had used over 
two dozen officers to infiltrate left wing 
groups as part of an undercover spying cam-
paign that spanned 37 years. When the time 
came for parliament to vote on this bill, the 
Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, didn't tell his 
party to vote NO and oppose the bill. Instead, 
he told them to abstain. And given that this is 
a piece of Tory legislation and the Tories are 
bound to vote overwhelmingly YES, the ma-
jority of labour being whipped to abstain had 
the effect of simply letting the bill pass 
through the House of Commons unopposed; a 
complete gift to the conservatives.
There were However, 34 Labour MPs who 
decided to rebel and vote against the legisla-
tion, among them former Labour leader 

Jeremy Corbyn, for breaking the whip various 
Labour MPs, including seven front benches, 
were punished by Stormer for voting against 
it like Nadia Edith Whittome, the MP for Not-
tingham East, who was sacked as a conse-
quence. Once the Spy Cops Bill reached the 
House of Lords an amendment was put 
forward to make sure that undercover agents 
could not commit murder, rape and torture as 
part of their duties. The amendment was 
passed, removing some of the most heinous 
crimes from a heinous bill. Nonetheless, 
when the bill was sent back to the House of 
Commons, the amendment to ban murder, 
rape and torture was removed. The CHIS Bill 
was passed more or less in its original form 
allowing undercover agents to do whatever 
they like. It was passed through Parliament 
and received Royal Assent on March 1st, 
2021. And at every step of the way, the bill 
went through virtually unopposed.
Even amendments to ban the use of children 
or to limit the scope of these crimes that 
undercover agents could undertake were all 
defeated.
It goes without saying that such catre blanche 
to commit crimes, a Licence to Kill in the 
wrong hands can be devastating and gives the 
state extraordinary powers over the lives of 
ordinary citizens. It is reckless at best and 
authoritarianism at worst. Another extremely 
concerning bill that also has made its way 
through Parliament and just become law is the 
Overseas Operations Bill. This bill completed 
its passage through Parliament on April 29th, 
2021.

https://www.presstv.com/De-
tail/2021/05/11/652422/Kill-the-Bill-UK-pro
tests-License-to-Kill

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772
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Proposed legislation giving police sweeping 
powers to decide whether protests are justi-
fied, the power to impose start and finish 
times and even the right to disband one-per-
son protests has led to nationwide protests.
The legislation includes vague criteria such as 
being “too loud” or a “nuisance” as being suf-
ficient justification for any action undertaken 
by UK police during protests. The protestors 
feel that the Police, Courts, Sentencing and 
Crimes bill violates their right to free speech 
and right to assembly. Laws have also been 
passed by HM government which would 
result in undercover agents being granted 
Criminal Conduct Authorizations authorizing 
them, as the name implies, to engage in crimi-
nal conduct including rape, murder and 
torture without any legal culpability.
One controversial bill, the Overseas Opera-
tions Bill, stipulates a statute of limitations on 
war crimes prosecutions against British 
troops, effectively legalizing war crimes, 
including torture, rape and other crimes.
Currently people all over Britain are out pro-
testing against a controversial new law that 
would essentially make protesting illegal and 
slap harsh sentences on those who fail to 
comply. The movement called Kill the Bill 
seeks to stop this legislation while it's still in 
passage through Parliament. However, in 
recent months the United Kingdom also 
passed two other laws that effectively and 
explicitly allow undercover agents in Britain 
to commit any crime and give British troops 
immunity from war crimes prosecutions, the 
latter of these has gone largely unnoticed by 

the British public at large.
The Police State
The British government has spent the last few 
months enacting or attempting to enact 
extremely worrying legislation. These bills 
will completely destroy any shred of Britain's 
democracy. There are three bills, two of 
which have already been passed and the third 
is currently pending, which will completely 
alter British democracy. Although there was 
considerable debate in Parliament, these con-
troversial and worrying bills were barely cov-
ered by the mainstream media. 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. 
The first cause for concern is Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill, also known as the 
anti-protest bill. This is the bill at the centre of 
the kill the bill protests that are currently 
underway all over the United Kingdom. The 
second bill is the Covert Human Intelligence 
Sources, CHIS, Act, also nicknamed the Spy 
Cops bill. And finally, the third is the Over-
seas Operations Act 2021.
Now, despite the fact that these bills are 
extremely archaic, authoritarian and threaten 
civil liberties, along with international law, 
the British public is almost completely 
unaware of their existence, with perhaps the 
sole exception being the anti protest bill 
simply because of the widespread unrest and 
protests that it has caused in the country.
On March 17th, 2021, a vigil was held for 33 
year old Sarah Everard, whose body was 
found earlier that month in London.
Wayne Couzens, 48, a serving officer in the 
London Metropolitan Police is accused of 

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

murdering her and is currently in custody 
pending trial. The largely peaceful vigil 
turned violent when police attempted to 
disperse and shut down the event. Scenes of 
women being violently dragged, arrested and 
manhandled by the police were met with 
disgust and shock. The vigil, and the violent 
arrests that took place there, occurred just as a 
new piece of legislation was being intro-
duced, which helped spark the kill the bill 
movement. In March 2021, Britain's Tory 
government under Boris Johnson introduced 

the Police Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill.
The goal of this mammoth piece of legislation 
is essentially to shake up the criminal justice 
system in England and Wales.
The reason people are so upset about it is 
because it gives the police sweeping new 
powers where they can randomly decide 
whether a protest is justified or unjustified, 
and shut it down on the spot. This even 
includes protests by a single person, not only 
that but the police would also be able to 
impose a start and a finish time. The criteria 
proposed for shutting down a protest includes 
vague arbitrary language like being "too 
loud", or "a nuisance". Home Secretary Priti 
Patel when asked about what these things 
mean, couldn't even give a straight answer.
People who refuse to comply with police 

orders can be fined up to 2500 pounds. The 
punishment for defacing or damaging memo-
rials has been increased from three months to 
10 years. This comes in the wake of Black 
Lives Matter protests in the summer of 2020 
when the statue of slave trader Edward 
Colston was thrown into the Bristol docks.
In order to help ease the passage of this bill 
through Parliament, Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, as well as Home Secretary, Pritti 
Pattel, have deflected by pointing to other 
things in the bill that would give life sentenc-

es to killer drivers, for exam-
ple, or harsher sentencing for 
premeditated child murder 
and serious violence against 
emergency workers.
But this doesn't address the 
concerns with giving police 
sweeping powers to disband 
protests, given that free 
speech and the right to free 
assembly are considered 
pillars of a liberal democra-

cy, many view the legislation as authoritarian 
and a violation of the Human Rights Act. As a 
result, protests have erupted in response all 
over Britain including London, Bristol, Bir-
mingham, Liverpool and other major cities, 
with hundreds being arrested and detained by 
police almost weekly. Currently, the anti pro-
test bill has passed its first and second read-
ings and it's at the Committee stage. While 
this act is currently still pending, there are two 
others that are just as dangerous that have 
been largely unnoticed and unreported, while 
having made their way through Parliament 
and becoming law. 
The Covert Human Intelligence Sources bill, 
or CHIS Bill, which is also nicknamed the 
Spy Cops Bill, gives undercover agents per-
mission to commit crimes through a so called 

Criminal Conduct Authorization. This could 
include rape, torture, murder, and other vio-
lent crimes. These criminal conduct authori-
zations are not just for MI5, Britain's domes-
tic security service, but also for any police 
force in Britain. this includes agencies like 
the gambling Commission, the Food Stan-
dards Agency, the Home Office, the Ministry 
of Justice, and several other government 
departments. Undercover officers can commit 
criminal acts, if it's in the interest of national 
security, and also in the economic interests of 
the United Kingdom. Unions and other direct 
action groups have previously been targeted 
in the past by undercover police and infiltrat-
ed. We've seen police disproportionately 
target left wing groups, activists and ordinary 
protesters while providing cover to right wing 
and far right groups. The Guardian reports in 
2019 that Scotland Yard had been forced to 
pay a total of more than 700,000 pounds in 
compensation to 153 anti fascist campaigners, 
who were arrested by police during a demon-
stration and detained for up to 14 hours.
The Guardian also disclosed in 2018 that The 
London Metropolitan Police had used over 
two dozen officers to infiltrate left wing 
groups as part of an undercover spying cam-
paign that spanned 37 years. When the time 
came for parliament to vote on this bill, the 
Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, didn't tell his 
party to vote NO and oppose the bill. Instead, 
he told them to abstain. And given that this is 
a piece of Tory legislation and the Tories are 
bound to vote overwhelmingly YES, the ma-
jority of labour being whipped to abstain had 
the effect of simply letting the bill pass 
through the House of Commons unopposed; a 
complete gift to the conservatives.
There were However, 34 Labour MPs who 
decided to rebel and vote against the legisla-
tion, among them former Labour leader 

Jeremy Corbyn, for breaking the whip various 
Labour MPs, including seven front benches, 
were punished by Stormer for voting against 
it like Nadia Edith Whittome, the MP for Not-
tingham East, who was sacked as a conse-
quence. Once the Spy Cops Bill reached the 
House of Lords an amendment was put 
forward to make sure that undercover agents 
could not commit murder, rape and torture as 
part of their duties. The amendment was 
passed, removing some of the most heinous 
crimes from a heinous bill. Nonetheless, 
when the bill was sent back to the House of 
Commons, the amendment to ban murder, 
rape and torture was removed. The CHIS Bill 
was passed more or less in its original form 
allowing undercover agents to do whatever 
they like. It was passed through Parliament 
and received Royal Assent on March 1st, 
2021. And at every step of the way, the bill 
went through virtually unopposed.
Even amendments to ban the use of children 
or to limit the scope of these crimes that 
undercover agents could undertake were all 
defeated.
It goes without saying that such catre blanche 
to commit crimes, a Licence to Kill in the 
wrong hands can be devastating and gives the 
state extraordinary powers over the lives of 
ordinary citizens. It is reckless at best and 
authoritarianism at worst. Another extremely 
concerning bill that also has made its way 
through Parliament and just become law is the 
Overseas Operations Bill. This bill completed 
its passage through Parliament on April 29th, 
2021.

https://www.presstv.com/De-
tail/2021/05/11/652422/Kill-the-Bill-UK-pro
tests-License-to-Kill

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772
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One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

France: Soldiers And Retired Generals 
Of France Promote Islamophobia Ahead 
Of Next Year’s Elections



16

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com June/July 2021

When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

One thousand soldiers including 20 retired 
army generals have written an open letter to 
President Emmanuel Macron warning his 
government of an impending civil war due to 
the increasing influence of Islamists and reli-
gious extremists in the county. The open letter 
that was first posted on a retired general 
Jean-Pierre Fabre Barnadac's blog "Place 
Armes". The letter says, “The hour is grave, 
France is in peril." The signatories of the 
letter strongly felt that France was facing sev-
eral deadly dangers and held Islamic extrem-
ism and the hordes of banlieue responsible for 
the impending doom. The letter further warns 
Macron, “It is no longer the time to procrasti-
nate otherwise tomorrow civil war will put an 
end to this growing chaos and deaths for 
which you will be responsible-- with number 
in the thousands." 
The letter further said, "Fanatic partisans 
were creating divisions between communi-
ties" and that "Islamists were taking over 
whole parts of the nation's territory."
The letter is seen by Muslims in France as an 
attempt by the opposition to use Islamophobia 
to win the Presidential elections to be held in 
2022. The retired general Jean-Pierre Fab-
re-Barnadac is behind the letter whose book 
"The Damned of France" was released last 
month also raises the issue of growing sepa-
ratism and fractures in French society. Before 
posting the letter, he had also expressed the 
same fear in his talk on Sud Radio. He had 
said that he was fearful of the current situa-
tion which is headed toward an explosion.
More importantly, one of the signatories of 
the letter is Ms Marine Le Pen who is running 

for next year's Presidential elections. She 
praised the soldiers and retired generals for 
showing the courage to speak up against the 
'growing control' of the Islamic separatists. 
She wrote on the far right news website Val-
leurs Actuelles on which the Islamophobic 
letter was reproduced, "The concerns that you 
courageously express cannot remain at the 
stage of expressing indignation, however 
powerful. It requires in democracy the search 
for a political situation which must materi-
alise through a project of alternatives." On the 
website she went further to invite the retired 
generals to join her campaign in the 2022 
Presidential elections.
The Macron government has very strongly 
reacted to the letter and the Minister Incharge 
of Defence has said that action will be taken 
against active soldiers and retired generals for 
defying principles of neutrality and loyalty.
It has become very clear that Fabre-Bernadac 
has been in the forefront of this anti-Muslim 
campaign. Before writing this letter, he 
released his book on the same narrative and 
simultaneously he expressed the same views 
on Radio. That he is going to make 'Islamic 
separatism' and the 'looming civil war' a polit-

ical issue together with Ms Marine Le Pen 
next year is very clear and for that he is pre-
paring the ground. By inviting retired army 
generals to join her campaign against Mus-
lims in the next year's elections, Marine Le 
Pen has made the issue very explosive. That 
1000 active soldiers have already joined the 
campaign is evident from the letter. For active 
soldiers to be involved in political issues will 
have very serious ramifications not only in 
French politics but also in other countries 
where Muslims are in minority and are facing 
Islamophobia. However, French President 
Emmanuel Macron cannot be absolved of his 
responsibility to foment Islamophobia in the 
country. The current spike in Islamophobia in 
France has been witnessed since September 
2020 when he had made the controversial " 
Islam in crisis" statement and later brought 
the draft bill which aimed to curb "Islamic 
separatism". After that his government 
cracked down on 76 mosques across France 
suspected of separatism. His Prime Minister 

Jean Castex had said, “The enemy of the 
republic is an ideology that calls itself radical 
Islamism whose objective is to divide French 
people from one another," The new bill was 
aimed at curbing online hate campaign, pun-
ishing doctors for issuing virginity certifi-
cates, clamping down on home-schooling of 
children over three years old. And making 
community associations to sign declaration of 
allegiance to the values of republic. However 
Macron had admitted that ghettoisation of 
immigrant Muslims by the French govern-
ment and society was also at the root of the 
growing separatist feelings among the immi-
grant Muslims. It can not be denied that grow-
ing extremism and growing influence of the 
ISIS and Al Qaida is also the cause of grow-
ing Islamophobia in France. Religious 
Extremism has grown in France since 2012 
more rapidly and after the emergence of the 
ISIS France has suffered a number of terror 
attacks in Paris, Nice and other cities and 
towns. About 260 terror attacks have been 

made in France since 2015. Some of them 
were lone wolf attacks while some others 
were organised attacks. In October 2015, two 
brothers inspired by Al Qaida carried out an 
attack on the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and killed 12 people. In November 
2015, a gang of 8 ISIS gunmen attacked vari-
ous locations in Paris and killed 130 people 
and injured 300. On July 14, 2016, a Tuni-
sian-born resident of Nice drove a truck into a 
crowd celebrating Bastille Day and killed 86 
people. These attacks are apart from lone wolf 
attacks on policemen, churches and priests. 
To counter terrorism and radicalisation of 
Muslims, French government has formed 
laws and mechanism to curb it. It monitors 
15000 suspected militants, has set up de-radi-
calisation centres and quarantine centres in 
prisons where radicalised prisoners are set 
apart from other prisoners. Prisons in France 
are also used by terrorist organisations as rad-
icalisation centres. The ISIS has its online 
recruitment campaign for Muslims and pub-
lishes its French language magazine Daral 
Islam. Another important aspect of Islamic 
extremism in France is that the banlieue are 
the breeding ground for terrorism in France. 
Banlieues are suburbs of large cities and are 
low income housing projects for immigrants. 
They are divided into autonomous adminis-
trative entities and do not constitute part of 
the main city. The banlieues in the suburbs of 
Paris are desolate, rundown neighbourhoods 
of shops, mosques and high-rise apartment 
buildings built decades ago for immigrants 
from French colonies in Africa. These ban-
lieues are mostly populated by immigrant 
Muslims from Africa, Middle East and Eur-
asia and live an impoverished life. A report in 
New York post says: "Unfortunately these 
poor neighbourhoods in which they live act as 
breeding grounds for terrorism because many 

of these people feel as if they have no other 
options or hope." The government also does 
not care much for them and so they mostly go 
unmonitored or unpoliced. The terrorist 
organisations take advantage of this situation 
and lure Muslim youth from these banlieues 
into terrorism. The two brothers who attacked 
Charlie Hebdo were residents of banlieues. 
The ghettoisation of immigrant Muslims is to 
a great extent responsible for their radicalisa-
tion. It is also a fact that Muslims in France 
face discrimination and harassment in public 
and in jobs. And it is also a fact that majority 
of the Muslims have integrated and assimilat-
ed into the French society. Muslims in France 
form only 8% of the total population and 
among them only a handful nurture radical 
ideology and perpetrate violence and terror-
ism which the French government has ample 
legal and physical powers to deal with. So, 
presenting the theory that a handful of sepa-
ratists and extremists will cause a civil war in 
the country is obviously a political ploy to put 
Macron on the defensive and make political 
gains in the elections. To counter the propa-
ganda of his opposition that Macron is being 
lenient to the Islamic extremists and pushing 
the country towards hell, Macron will proba-
bly assume harder posturing agaimst Muslims 
to prove more nationalist than Marine Le Pen 
and the 1000 soldiers and retired generals 
who have written the letter and cause a further 
growth of Islamophobia in the country. And 
the peace-loving and law abiding Muslims of 
France will suffer more.

https://www.newageislam.com/muslims-is-
lamophobia/new-age-islam-correspondent
/islamophobia-watch-soldiers-retired-gener-
als-france-promote-islamophobia-ahead-
next-years-elections/d/124772

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab

Canada Post joins more than a million Mus-
lims in Canada and many others around the 
world in celebrating the festivals of Eid 
al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha with the release of 
an eye-catching Eid stamp.
The issue is the third in an ongoing series 
celebrating the two important Islamic holi-
days, which begin this year around May 12 
and July 9, respectively, and can last for 
several days.
Eid festivals are greeted with celebration, 
as they coincide with the completion of two 
practices of religious and cultural signifi-
cance – Eid al-Fitr heralds the end of the 
fast held during the holy month of Ramadan, 
and Eid al-Adha follows the annual Hadj 
pilgrimage to the holy Kaaba shrine in 
Mecca. Gratitude and appreciation for com-
munity and greater humanity are central to 
both events. Thanks are expressed through 
communal prayers and feasts, family visits, 
and acts of kindness and charity to others 
– particularly the less fortunate.
Written by  Canada Post 10th May 2021 
Published inNews

Eye-catching Eid Stamp 
Issued by Canada Post to 
Mark Islamic Celebrations
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

DUBAI: With more and more people consum-
ing news online, it has become increasingly 
important for news outlets — print or TV — 
to digitize their offerings. CNN, one of the 
biggest news outlets in the world, broke all 
records last year with CNN Digital reaching 
its largest and most engaged global audience. 
In the region, CNN Arabic registered its high-
est year on record for average monthly unique 
visitors, which was up 34 percent from 2019 
largely driven by record-high levels of mobile 
consumption which grew by 24 percent from 
2019. Arab News spoke to Caroline Faraj, 
vice president for Arabic Services at CNN, to 
learn more about the growth story and future 
strategy of CNN Arabic. Can you share how 
much of the traffic is organic, versus from 
other sources such as social media? It is a 
significant strength and differentiator that the 
vast majority of CNN Digital and CNN Ara-
bic’s traffic comes to us directly. CNN is one 
of the few remaining destinations on the Inter-
net where people seek out our home page or 
coverage of a particular story as they associate 
us with trusted news and information. While it 
is important for us to have a social presence, 
we are much less reliant on traffic referral 
from those platforms than other media due to 
the strength of our brand, both globally and 
with CNN Arabic. What is the strategy to 
drive growth? CNN Arabic is the Middle 
East’s leading independent news platform. 
What makes us stand out is that independence 
and our credible, authentic, factful reporting 
and the huge trust in the CNN brand which has 
tremendous value for our audience. We offer a 
global perspective, both on international news 
and on stories that are more regionally rele-
vant or focused. Being part of the world’s larg-
est news network, with journalists working on 

stories from every continent, is an enormous 
asset in terms of the renowned quality of our 
journalism, the resources and wealth of talent 
in our teams and the recognition and confi-
dence that the audience has in us. As we’ve 
seen with the record audience numbers, CNN 
is more essential than ever before in providing 
trusted news. Our audience is powerful; the 
caliber of our audience differentiates us from 
other news media. Political leaders, CEOs, 
celebrities and people at the top of their indus-
try, actively share, reference and act upon our 
reporting. We reach these audiences at scale 
including opinion-formers, change-makers, 
high-spenders, travelers and business deci-
sion-makers. Having an impact, creating 
change and being an essential trusted news 
source is key to maintaining and driving 
growth among our influential audience and 
reaching new and younger audiences. Analy-
sis from a recent brand study that we conduct-
ed showed that with the news events of 2020 
and the outlook for 2021, 91 percent of con-
sumers from the Middle East and Africa 
region feel the role of international news 
media is now more important than ever. Our 
strategy is based on constant innovation and 
responding to the audience and their con-
sumption habits, the formats and the stories 
that they’re engaging with. The closer we are 
to our audience the better we are in offering 
and curating the content they are interested in.
Underpinning everything is a data-led 
approach that analyzes audience trends and 
behavior to give insight on where we can grow 
and serve our audience even better in the 
future. For example, our analysis shows that 
our Arabic audience expands well beyond the 
region and there are growth opportunities with 
Arabic speakers in the US. Along with break-

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab

ing news, we know that business, technology, 
travel, sports and entertainment are key areas 
of interest for our audiences. Another area for 
growth is in our products such as audio and 
newsletters. Globally downloads of CNN 
audio content increased by over 75 percent in 
2020 compared to 2019 and there’s been a 
huge demand for CNN newsletters as sub-
scriptions grew by 90 percent in 2020 com-
pared to 2019. We’re currently developing 
concepts for Arabic audiences. How did CNN 
Arabic adapt to digital and mobile? CNN 
Arabic has been a digital destination from the 
outset when we launched almost 20 years ago. 
As a digital-first brand, we have been well 
ahead of many of the competitors. Mobile has 
been at the core of our offering ever since the 
introduction of the smartphone. It will remain 
a focus, in line with the Middle Eastern audi-
ence’s preference, as we’re currently seeing 
the majority of traffic on mobile, which is at 
almost 90 percent in some cases. What are 
your plans for the future? We are listening to 
our audience’s needs and making changes as 
part of our commitment to them. Plans include 
expanding into audio and newsletters, which 
as I mentioned we’re seeing huge growth in 
globally. The product portfolio will grow, con-
tent formats will evolve and become more 
immersive and we’re exploring a move into 
events.An area that I am very passionate about 
is training the next generation of journalists. 
For many years we’ve offered internships at 
CNN Arabic; we’ve had more than 120 interns 
from around the world and have provided 
training courses in the region. This has been 
formalized this year through the CNN Acade-
my Abu Dhabi, which I was proud to be part 
of. As we look to the future, I am keen for 
CNN Arabic to bring this level of training for 
Arabic speakers that want to learn about the 
skills of our trade. From a commercial per-
spective, we are also looking forward to work-
ing with more brands. CNN Arabic is the ideal 

platform if an advertiser wants to reach Arabic 
audiences at scale in a premium environment. 
We work closely with our commercial part-
ners to develop innovative solutions and 
ensure that their messages cut through in 
sponsorships, digital advertising and audience 
targeting. How has news media changed in the 
past few years – especially during the pan-
demic – both from a user consumption per-
spective as well as from a media owner per-
spective? People can get news in numerous 
different ways and are surrounded by so many 
of sources of information. The pandemic has 
certainly prompted behavioral changes and 
accelerated the need and appreciation for fac-
tual, trustworthy and accurate reporting. With 
the growing prevalence of information sourc-
es, people are turning to brands they trust for 
news and information. We’ve seen that with 
our record-breaking traffic. Even though there 
are more sources than ever, and more plat-
forms than ever, we had our best year on 
record. We’ve also seen changes in consump-
tion habits with round the clock engagement 
as audiences are regularly checking in on the 
latest news on their phone and we’re seeing 
high demand for video content.
What are your thoughts on the relationship 
between news media and companies such as 
Facebook and Google and the consequent idea 
of these companies compensating publishers? 
We work with all the major platforms, and last 
year we partnered with Facebook on a cam-
paign about maintaining community and con-
nection during Ramadan. When working with 
any of the platforms, publishers need to have 
a path to revenue. It’s important for us to have 
a presence on various platforms, but our focus 
is on our owned and operated platforms, such 
as with the move of the Go There show from 
Facebook onto our own website and mobile 
apps. 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1855956/-
media

Interview: CNN's Caroline Faraj talks 
journalism in a digital world
By: Zira Lakhpatwala
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

DUBAI: With more and more people consum-
ing news online, it has become increasingly 
important for news outlets — print or TV — 
to digitize their offerings. CNN, one of the 
biggest news outlets in the world, broke all 
records last year with CNN Digital reaching 
its largest and most engaged global audience. 
In the region, CNN Arabic registered its high-
est year on record for average monthly unique 
visitors, which was up 34 percent from 2019 
largely driven by record-high levels of mobile 
consumption which grew by 24 percent from 
2019. Arab News spoke to Caroline Faraj, 
vice president for Arabic Services at CNN, to 
learn more about the growth story and future 
strategy of CNN Arabic. Can you share how 
much of the traffic is organic, versus from 
other sources such as social media? It is a 
significant strength and differentiator that the 
vast majority of CNN Digital and CNN Ara-
bic’s traffic comes to us directly. CNN is one 
of the few remaining destinations on the Inter-
net where people seek out our home page or 
coverage of a particular story as they associate 
us with trusted news and information. While it 
is important for us to have a social presence, 
we are much less reliant on traffic referral 
from those platforms than other media due to 
the strength of our brand, both globally and 
with CNN Arabic. What is the strategy to 
drive growth? CNN Arabic is the Middle 
East’s leading independent news platform. 
What makes us stand out is that independence 
and our credible, authentic, factful reporting 
and the huge trust in the CNN brand which has 
tremendous value for our audience. We offer a 
global perspective, both on international news 
and on stories that are more regionally rele-
vant or focused. Being part of the world’s larg-
est news network, with journalists working on 

stories from every continent, is an enormous 
asset in terms of the renowned quality of our 
journalism, the resources and wealth of talent 
in our teams and the recognition and confi-
dence that the audience has in us. As we’ve 
seen with the record audience numbers, CNN 
is more essential than ever before in providing 
trusted news. Our audience is powerful; the 
caliber of our audience differentiates us from 
other news media. Political leaders, CEOs, 
celebrities and people at the top of their indus-
try, actively share, reference and act upon our 
reporting. We reach these audiences at scale 
including opinion-formers, change-makers, 
high-spenders, travelers and business deci-
sion-makers. Having an impact, creating 
change and being an essential trusted news 
source is key to maintaining and driving 
growth among our influential audience and 
reaching new and younger audiences. Analy-
sis from a recent brand study that we conduct-
ed showed that with the news events of 2020 
and the outlook for 2021, 91 percent of con-
sumers from the Middle East and Africa 
region feel the role of international news 
media is now more important than ever. Our 
strategy is based on constant innovation and 
responding to the audience and their con-
sumption habits, the formats and the stories 
that they’re engaging with. The closer we are 
to our audience the better we are in offering 
and curating the content they are interested in.
Underpinning everything is a data-led 
approach that analyzes audience trends and 
behavior to give insight on where we can grow 
and serve our audience even better in the 
future. For example, our analysis shows that 
our Arabic audience expands well beyond the 
region and there are growth opportunities with 
Arabic speakers in the US. Along with break-

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab

ing news, we know that business, technology, 
travel, sports and entertainment are key areas 
of interest for our audiences. Another area for 
growth is in our products such as audio and 
newsletters. Globally downloads of CNN 
audio content increased by over 75 percent in 
2020 compared to 2019 and there’s been a 
huge demand for CNN newsletters as sub-
scriptions grew by 90 percent in 2020 com-
pared to 2019. We’re currently developing 
concepts for Arabic audiences. How did CNN 
Arabic adapt to digital and mobile? CNN 
Arabic has been a digital destination from the 
outset when we launched almost 20 years ago. 
As a digital-first brand, we have been well 
ahead of many of the competitors. Mobile has 
been at the core of our offering ever since the 
introduction of the smartphone. It will remain 
a focus, in line with the Middle Eastern audi-
ence’s preference, as we’re currently seeing 
the majority of traffic on mobile, which is at 
almost 90 percent in some cases. What are 
your plans for the future? We are listening to 
our audience’s needs and making changes as 
part of our commitment to them. Plans include 
expanding into audio and newsletters, which 
as I mentioned we’re seeing huge growth in 
globally. The product portfolio will grow, con-
tent formats will evolve and become more 
immersive and we’re exploring a move into 
events.An area that I am very passionate about 
is training the next generation of journalists. 
For many years we’ve offered internships at 
CNN Arabic; we’ve had more than 120 interns 
from around the world and have provided 
training courses in the region. This has been 
formalized this year through the CNN Acade-
my Abu Dhabi, which I was proud to be part 
of. As we look to the future, I am keen for 
CNN Arabic to bring this level of training for 
Arabic speakers that want to learn about the 
skills of our trade. From a commercial per-
spective, we are also looking forward to work-
ing with more brands. CNN Arabic is the ideal 

platform if an advertiser wants to reach Arabic 
audiences at scale in a premium environment. 
We work closely with our commercial part-
ners to develop innovative solutions and 
ensure that their messages cut through in 
sponsorships, digital advertising and audience 
targeting. How has news media changed in the 
past few years – especially during the pan-
demic – both from a user consumption per-
spective as well as from a media owner per-
spective? People can get news in numerous 
different ways and are surrounded by so many 
of sources of information. The pandemic has 
certainly prompted behavioral changes and 
accelerated the need and appreciation for fac-
tual, trustworthy and accurate reporting. With 
the growing prevalence of information sourc-
es, people are turning to brands they trust for 
news and information. We’ve seen that with 
our record-breaking traffic. Even though there 
are more sources than ever, and more plat-
forms than ever, we had our best year on 
record. We’ve also seen changes in consump-
tion habits with round the clock engagement 
as audiences are regularly checking in on the 
latest news on their phone and we’re seeing 
high demand for video content.
What are your thoughts on the relationship 
between news media and companies such as 
Facebook and Google and the consequent idea 
of these companies compensating publishers? 
We work with all the major platforms, and last 
year we partnered with Facebook on a cam-
paign about maintaining community and con-
nection during Ramadan. When working with 
any of the platforms, publishers need to have 
a path to revenue. It’s important for us to have 
a presence on various platforms, but our focus 
is on our owned and operated platforms, such 
as with the move of the Go There show from 
Facebook onto our own website and mobile 
apps. 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1855956/-
media
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When Corina Tarnita was a budding mathe-
matician, she found her interest in mathemat-
ics flickering, about to burn out. As a girl she 
had stormed through Romania’s National 
Mathematical Olympiad — where she won a 
three-peat from 1999 to 2001 — then on to 
Harvard University as an undergraduate and 
straight into its graduate school to study ques-
tions in pure mathematics. Then suddenly, 
around a decade ago, it wasn’t so fun any-
more. “I would still get a kick out of solving a 
problem,” she said. “The question is whether 
it was just kind of an ego kick.” Facing a 
crisis of faith, Tarnita felt her future narrow to 
just a few paths. She had been offered a cushy 
“quant” job working for a bank. She could 
take time off. And then she found in the 
library an intriguing book with a colorful 
cover called Evolutionary Dynamics: Explor-
ing the Equations of Life. The book’s author, 
the mathematical biologist Martin Nowak, 
was, conveniently, also at Harvard. The same 
week she had to decide on the job, she sent 
him an email asking to meet. The meeting 
changed her life. Tarnita turned down the job 
and finished her doctorate with Nowak. (She 
completed her Ph.D. just a year after earning 
her master’s degree.) She began a project with 
him and the legendary biologist Edward O. 
Wilson that led to a 2010 Nature paper on the 
evolution of cooperative insects like ants and 
termites. Since 2013, she has continued to 
study biology using mathematical tools as a 
member of the faculty at Princeton Universi-
ty. Since switching fields, Tarnita has focused 
her work on how living things orchestrate 
themselves itself into patterns on different 
scales. Sometimes the forces of natural selec-
tion bear down on individuals. Other times, 

they act on a unit such as an ant colony. Other 
collective organisms such as slime molds 
must contend with evolutionary pressures 
both on the whole and on individuals. And in 
still larger systems like the African savanna, 
evolution shapes the component parts, but not 
the whole. “From the small scale to the large 
scale,” she wonders, “does nature use the 
same rules?” Of all the patterns Tarnita 
explores, one of the most enchantingly enig-
matic are fairy circles: barren round patches 
that dot the grasslands of Namibia like pep-
peroni slices on a pizza. They can persist as 
long as 75 years, but their cause has been 
hotly debated. Some scientists argue that 
termite colonies build and maintain the bare 
circles, while others blame them on plants 
battling for water across the arid landscape. In 
January 2017, Tarnita and her colleagues pub-
lished an article in Nature that suggested a 
compromise: that both processes together, 
acting on different scales, could imprint the 
observed pattern on the ecosystem. Among 
her other projects, Tarnita is still working on 
understanding the fairy circles, which may 
someday allow environmental scientists to 
tell from satellite imagery if an ecosystem is 
on the verge of collapsing into a desert (or if 
it’s especially resilient). Quanta caught up 
with her to ask about her early forays into 
mathematics, her career arc and her current 
research. The interview has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. You recently argued 
that we need to better understand how sys-
tems like multicellular organisms evolve out 
of individual units. What would this kind of 
research program look like? If you think 
about any kind of system, hierarchical organi-

KATHMANDU, Nepal -- A Swiss climber 
and an American have died on Mount Everest 
in the season's first casualties on the world's 
highest mountain, expedition organizers said 
Thursday. The Swiss climber, Abdul Waheed 
Waraich, 41, reached the peak before having 
difficulties, said Chhang Dawa of the expedi-
tion organizer, Seven Summit Treks in Nepal. 
(Note: Waheed is member of AMJ) “Abdul 
successfully reached the summit but began 
experiencing issues during his descent," he 
said. “We sent two additional Sherpas with 
oxygen and food. Unfortunately, the Sherpas 
couldn’t save him." U.S. national Puwei Liu, 
55, also died at the highest camp on the moun-
tain at South Col. He had reached the climbing 
feature named the Hillary Step, located 
between South Col and the summit, but had to 
return because of snow blindness and exhaus-
tion. With the help of support team members 
and additional oxygen, he was brought back to 
the camp at South Col but died on Wednesday 
evening, the organizers said. No other details 
were given on the dead climbers and when 
their bodies would be brought down. Bad 

weather conditions have forced climbers to 
descend to lower altitudes for now. Carrying 
bodies down the icy and slippery slopes from 
the highest altitudes is a difficult task that 
takes lots of time, requires several Sherpa 
workers and is generally very costly. Nepal 
and China both canceled climbing seasons last 
year on the 8,849-meter (29,032-foot) -high 
mountain, which is divided between them. 
China is allowing only Chinese climbers on 
the north side of the mountain this year. Nepal 
allowed foreigners to return this year and the 
government issued permits to 408 climbers to 
attempt to scale the peak during the popular 
spring climbing season.
The month of May usually has the best weath-
er for climbing Everest. Scores reached the 
summit this week and more are expected to 
make their attempts later this month once the 
weather improves.

https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/wireSto-
ry/swiss-american-die-everest-years-1st-
casualties-77661595

zation is everywhere. Similar units are some-
how combined to create a new level. Whether 
it’s human society, ant society, zebras, 
primates or multicellular organisms formed 
of single cells, these combinations happen a 
lot in nature. I’m trying to understand how 
nature organizes simple, similar individuals 
into a new level that might do different things. 
For example, maybe you’re a single-celled 
organism. You’re eaten by a predator, and that 
predator has a mouth as big as you but not 
bigger. You can’t grow too big as a single cell, 
so your only option is to be together with 
other cells. You could do that in a couple of 
different ways. If you find one way of doing 
it, does that preclude you from finding anoth-
er way? If you find a simple solution to some-
thing, that might not be the best solution. 
Evolution is not necessarily an optimizer. It’s 
a tinkerer. How much of it is due to just acci-
dents? You started out as something of a prod-
igy. How did you get your start in math?
My mom is a professor of materials science 
and an engineer and is very fond of math. She 
always approached it as: Math is a language. 
Just like with any other language, the earlier 
you start, the better you can get at it. She start-

ed me really early. Everything we talked 
about — much to my frustration as a child — 
had some sort of math in it. But I think that 
really served me well. When did you start 
winning Mathematical Olympiads? In sixth 
grade I won, and I was very pleased. What I 
remember is I felt very calm about it, about 
doing math in general. Sixth grade made me 
realize this is fun, this is great; I’m going to 
keep doing this. Ninth grade was the time 
when I really had a moment of reckoning. 
Was I doing it because my mom had been 
encouraging it for so long, or is this some-
thing that really was just me? Is math going to 
be it? The answer was yes. The win that year 
meant the most. In graduate school, you went 
through another moment of reckoning and 
then ended up working with one of the 
world’s most famous biologists, E.O. Wilson. 
What was that experience like? I always felt 
blissfully unaware of the giants of a lot of the 
fields that I wasn’t part of. I didn’t grow up 
revering E.O. Wilson. It wasn’t like meeting 
Andrew Wiles, or any of these giants of math-
ematics. When I came to Princeton, I ran into 
John Nash, and I felt pretty much over-
whelmed. It was hard for me to actually say 

anything to him, which was so strange. But 
with Ed it was like oh, he sounds amazing, I’d 
love to meet him, and let’s see where this 
goes. But then I ended up getting a lot more 
from it than I would have expected originally. 
I had never worked with someone who was a 
real biologist, who had spent time in the field, 
who had a favorite organism. For hours he 
could talk about ants, and just tell the most 
amazing stories. He made me realize I am a 
biologist. Since going to Princeton, you seem 
to have followed Wilson’s lead and found a 
social insect to keep coming back to. How did 
you get into termites? I was looking at evolu-
tionary questions, like the evolution of social 
behavior and of cooperation. I moved to 
Princeton, and I realized you need to under-
stand ecology to understand behavior. That’s 
how I started to get interested in the termites, 
and their way of spatially organizing them-
selves. Termites break down dead matter. 
They release all these nutrients into the 
system, and they do so on their mounds, so 
vegetation grows much better. There are more 
lizards there, there are more spiders, there are 
more grasshoppers. One of my closest collab-
orators, Rob Pringle, had shown that in a 
system where we work in Kenya, termite 
mounds are evenly spaced. The fact that 
termite mounds are equally distributed like 
that throughout the savanna enhanced the pro-
ductivity of the system more than any other 
random distribution of those mounds. This 
could be interesting: How could a tiny termite 
create this amazing spatial patterning that 
could go for hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers, that can be seen from 
space? What drives that? The system doesn’t 
evolve. It’s not like a multicellular organism. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/a-mathe-
matician-who-decodes-the-patterns-stamped-
out-by-life?utm_source=pocket-newtab

Binaj Gurubacharya Associated Press

1 Swiss, 1 American die on Everest -
2021 year's 1st fatalities



24

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com June/July 2021

I couple of months ago, I placed an online 
order for the book 'The Strokes of the Soli-
tude'. It is a collection of Middles and Essays  
of Dr Ritu Kamra Kumar published in the 
leading English dailies. Dr Ritu Ji is an asso-
ciate professor in the Post Graduate Depart-
ment of English at MLN, College Yamu-
nanagar, Haryana. This is her second collec-
tion of this type, the first being 'The Priceless 
Petals'. Undoubtedly, Dr Ritu Ji has estab-
lished herself very firmly in the literary 
circles by dint of her immensely impressive 
and  strong strokes  of literary brush. A writer 
is also a painter . The pen is his brush, and  
words, his paint. In that sense, Dr Ritu Ji is a 
dexterous painter. She is  gifted with the  
enviable ability to transform a simple daily 
activity into a literary masterpiece. Writing 
middles is no easy task. One has to drive 
home his point in a  limited number of  words. 
In that, she is an expert .  Picking  up a simple 
event  in her surroundings and displaying it 
beautifully  on the canvas of literature is her 
forte.  Everybody sees, but only a few per-
ceive, and unquestionably Dr Ritu Ji belongs 
to the latter class.  In fact, she is a perfect em-
bodiment of the of the following quote of 
Meister Eckhart: Become aware of what is in 
you, announce it,  produce it and give birth to 
it. Her middles and essays are a superb speci-
men of the saying 'Brevity is the soul of wit'. 
In her writings , I have noticed that: Her dic-
tion is very apt and to the point; her style , 
simple and lucid , yet impressive and capti-
vating; her topics, interesting , entertaining 
and educating; and  her aim and  objective, 
clear and categoric . She touches upon a wide 
range of topics and issues concerning her per-
sonal and professional life, her family and 
friends, her childhood and school days, social 
issues concerning women in particular,  her 

bitter and sweet memories, and a number of 
other variegated topics. Even life during lock-
down hasn't been left untouched. Whatever 
topic she takes up, she has a message to 
impart to the readers. Her description is vivid 
and poignant, her analysis is cogent and clear, 
and her  conclusion is apt and logical. Quotes 
and and words of wisdom of famous writers 
that she use,  lend grace, charm and strength 
to her articles. The present collection is divid-
ed into five sections . Kith and Kin, Myriad 
Musings, Woman's Word, Academia Aesthet-
ic, and Resonant Realities. The first section, 
Kith and Kin, contains eight articles. The one 
entitled ' Home is where the heart is' deserves 
special mention.Her definition of 'home' is 
really practical and real which everyone expe-
riences in one's life. She concludes it with an 
apt quote of Robert Frost: Home is the place 
where when you have to go there, they have 
to take you in. Fathers- The silent standby of 
the family, another piece that impressed me 
very much. Her conclusion at the end is the 
real definition of 'Father': A father's btear and 
fears are unseen, his love is unexpressed, but 
his care and protection remains as a pillar of 
strength throughout our lives. The second 
section, ' Myriad Musings', the largest in this 
collection,  consists of 31 write-ups. As the 
topic suggests, this particular section is full of 
fun, joy and enthusiasm and  and laughter too. 
The writer becomes nostalgic in some of her 
articles like , More than just Rough Work, 
Yum! It's Mango Season, Nostalgia Fuels 
Memories of Scooter Rides, Memories of 
Morning Assembly Line,  and a few more are 
really interesting and makes the reader rumi-
nate over his happy past days. A couple of 
pieces in this sections impart a good advice 
like , 'Smile, Forgive, Forget and Move 
Ahead', Neither a Borrower, nor a Lender be', 

'Let's start over Peace and Harmony' etc.
'Baking in Lockdown:Replenishing Creativi-
ty'  tells that during the recent lockdown spell  
sharpened  the author's baking skills. 'Let 
Peace and Harmony Prevail', 'Our Eyes are 
Windows to Mind and Soul', B 'Bond of Bliss 
with the Banyan' also capture the readers' 
attention. Really they are worth reading.
The third section, 'Woman's Word' as the title 
suggests deals mostly with feminine issues. It 
has eleven articles.  Jewellery, a Timeless 
Heritage of Feminine Beauty, Celebrating 
Euqality of Gender and Calibre! Happy 
Women's Day, Can We stop Ordering her 
About , Will Spouses Accept Marital Failure 
and other articles deal with women's issues. 
Similarly, 'Unnao Rape-India Fails Every 
Woman' is really thought provoking. The con-
cluding comment of the author is very apt and 
appropriate: The best gift one can give to 
women is the right to feel safe in their own 
skin and our criminal justice system must reg-
ister such routined and habitual  criminality 
with exemplary punishment. The fourth sec-
tion, 'Academia Aesthetic' contains ten arti-
cles. It deals with literary topics such as 
Poetry is Language of the Soul, Traveling on 
the Wings of the Books, What would be Life 
without Art. In 'A Professor's Tribute to her 
Teachers', the writer shares her experience as 
a student and teacher . One sentence that 
caught my attention was : The student is a 
bank where a teacher can deposit his precious 
treasure. The fifth and the last section 'Reso-
nant Realities', consists of twenty one pieces. 
'Keep Faith, Work Hard and Shape Your Stars' 
cautions against the perils of putting blind 
faith in astrology. The writer's conclusion is 
so true: Destiny doesn't lie in our stars but in 
our diligence, dedication, passion and perse-
verance. Another article 'Jealousy :The 
Green-Eyed Monster, imparts a good moral 
lesson. Jealousy really corrodes a man from 
within. Jealousy is jaundice of the soul, says 
John Dryden. The author's solution , 'Change 

your priorities from 'Me' to ' Others' , to drive 
away this fatal habit is perfectly very effec-
tive indeed. These two articles , 'Clothes don't 
define Ethics but Etiquette do', and 'Ordinary 
People and Extraordinary Deeds', make com-
pelling reading. In 'Pandemic Crisis and 
Perils in Working from Home' the writer 
describes the problems a family-- husband, 
wife and children--  has to  confront at home 
due to the current pandemic. 'Quarantine 
Cleansing' is an interesting piece to read 
I could name just a few articles . In fact, the 
entire collection  provides the readers an 
enriching experience. At the end of each arti-
cle, the writer has provided the date and name 
of the newspaper/magazine  in which it was 
published.
The title page showing splashes of rainbow 
hues lends charm to the book. Here is a book 
that we can judge by its cover.  The reader 
will ,in no way,  be disappointed if he buys 
and reads this collection. 

THE STROKES OF SOLITUDE
A Collection of Middles and Essays

Book Review by: Bilal AhmadBy Dr. Ritu Kamra Kumar
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I couple of months ago, I placed an online 
order for the book 'The Strokes of the Soli-
tude'. It is a collection of Middles and Essays  
of Dr Ritu Kamra Kumar published in the 
leading English dailies. Dr Ritu Ji is an asso-
ciate professor in the Post Graduate Depart-
ment of English at MLN, College Yamu-
nanagar, Haryana. This is her second collec-
tion of this type, the first being 'The Priceless 
Petals'. Undoubtedly, Dr Ritu Ji has estab-
lished herself very firmly in the literary 
circles by dint of her immensely impressive 
and  strong strokes  of literary brush. A writer 
is also a painter . The pen is his brush, and  
words, his paint. In that sense, Dr Ritu Ji is a 
dexterous painter. She is  gifted with the  
enviable ability to transform a simple daily 
activity into a literary masterpiece. Writing 
middles is no easy task. One has to drive 
home his point in a  limited number of  words. 
In that, she is an expert .  Picking  up a simple 
event  in her surroundings and displaying it 
beautifully  on the canvas of literature is her 
forte.  Everybody sees, but only a few per-
ceive, and unquestionably Dr Ritu Ji belongs 
to the latter class.  In fact, she is a perfect em-
bodiment of the of the following quote of 
Meister Eckhart: Become aware of what is in 
you, announce it,  produce it and give birth to 
it. Her middles and essays are a superb speci-
men of the saying 'Brevity is the soul of wit'. 
In her writings , I have noticed that: Her dic-
tion is very apt and to the point; her style , 
simple and lucid , yet impressive and capti-
vating; her topics, interesting , entertaining 
and educating; and  her aim and  objective, 
clear and categoric . She touches upon a wide 
range of topics and issues concerning her per-
sonal and professional life, her family and 
friends, her childhood and school days, social 
issues concerning women in particular,  her 

bitter and sweet memories, and a number of 
other variegated topics. Even life during lock-
down hasn't been left untouched. Whatever 
topic she takes up, she has a message to 
impart to the readers. Her description is vivid 
and poignant, her analysis is cogent and clear, 
and her  conclusion is apt and logical. Quotes 
and and words of wisdom of famous writers 
that she use,  lend grace, charm and strength 
to her articles. The present collection is divid-
ed into five sections . Kith and Kin, Myriad 
Musings, Woman's Word, Academia Aesthet-
ic, and Resonant Realities. The first section, 
Kith and Kin, contains eight articles. The one 
entitled ' Home is where the heart is' deserves 
special mention.Her definition of 'home' is 
really practical and real which everyone expe-
riences in one's life. She concludes it with an 
apt quote of Robert Frost: Home is the place 
where when you have to go there, they have 
to take you in. Fathers- The silent standby of 
the family, another piece that impressed me 
very much. Her conclusion at the end is the 
real definition of 'Father': A father's btear and 
fears are unseen, his love is unexpressed, but 
his care and protection remains as a pillar of 
strength throughout our lives. The second 
section, ' Myriad Musings', the largest in this 
collection,  consists of 31 write-ups. As the 
topic suggests, this particular section is full of 
fun, joy and enthusiasm and  and laughter too. 
The writer becomes nostalgic in some of her 
articles like , More than just Rough Work, 
Yum! It's Mango Season, Nostalgia Fuels 
Memories of Scooter Rides, Memories of 
Morning Assembly Line,  and a few more are 
really interesting and makes the reader rumi-
nate over his happy past days. A couple of 
pieces in this sections impart a good advice 
like , 'Smile, Forgive, Forget and Move 
Ahead', Neither a Borrower, nor a Lender be', 

'Let's start over Peace and Harmony' etc.
'Baking in Lockdown:Replenishing Creativi-
ty'  tells that during the recent lockdown spell  
sharpened  the author's baking skills. 'Let 
Peace and Harmony Prevail', 'Our Eyes are 
Windows to Mind and Soul', B 'Bond of Bliss 
with the Banyan' also capture the readers' 
attention. Really they are worth reading.
The third section, 'Woman's Word' as the title 
suggests deals mostly with feminine issues. It 
has eleven articles.  Jewellery, a Timeless 
Heritage of Feminine Beauty, Celebrating 
Euqality of Gender and Calibre! Happy 
Women's Day, Can We stop Ordering her 
About , Will Spouses Accept Marital Failure 
and other articles deal with women's issues. 
Similarly, 'Unnao Rape-India Fails Every 
Woman' is really thought provoking. The con-
cluding comment of the author is very apt and 
appropriate: The best gift one can give to 
women is the right to feel safe in their own 
skin and our criminal justice system must reg-
ister such routined and habitual  criminality 
with exemplary punishment. The fourth sec-
tion, 'Academia Aesthetic' contains ten arti-
cles. It deals with literary topics such as 
Poetry is Language of the Soul, Traveling on 
the Wings of the Books, What would be Life 
without Art. In 'A Professor's Tribute to her 
Teachers', the writer shares her experience as 
a student and teacher . One sentence that 
caught my attention was : The student is a 
bank where a teacher can deposit his precious 
treasure. The fifth and the last section 'Reso-
nant Realities', consists of twenty one pieces. 
'Keep Faith, Work Hard and Shape Your Stars' 
cautions against the perils of putting blind 
faith in astrology. The writer's conclusion is 
so true: Destiny doesn't lie in our stars but in 
our diligence, dedication, passion and perse-
verance. Another article 'Jealousy :The 
Green-Eyed Monster, imparts a good moral 
lesson. Jealousy really corrodes a man from 
within. Jealousy is jaundice of the soul, says 
John Dryden. The author's solution , 'Change 

your priorities from 'Me' to ' Others' , to drive 
away this fatal habit is perfectly very effec-
tive indeed. These two articles , 'Clothes don't 
define Ethics but Etiquette do', and 'Ordinary 
People and Extraordinary Deeds', make com-
pelling reading. In 'Pandemic Crisis and 
Perils in Working from Home' the writer 
describes the problems a family-- husband, 
wife and children--  has to  confront at home 
due to the current pandemic. 'Quarantine 
Cleansing' is an interesting piece to read 
I could name just a few articles . In fact, the 
entire collection  provides the readers an 
enriching experience. At the end of each arti-
cle, the writer has provided the date and name 
of the newspaper/magazine  in which it was 
published.
The title page showing splashes of rainbow 
hues lends charm to the book. Here is a book 
that we can judge by its cover.  The reader 
will ,in no way,  be disappointed if he buys 
and reads this collection. 
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I couple of months ago, I placed an online 
order for the book 'The Strokes of the Soli-
tude'. It is a collection of Middles and Essays  
of Dr Ritu Kamra Kumar published in the 
leading English dailies. Dr Ritu Ji is an asso-
ciate professor in the Post Graduate Depart-
ment of English at MLN, College Yamu-
nanagar, Haryana. This is her second collec-
tion of this type, the first being 'The Priceless 
Petals'. Undoubtedly, Dr Ritu Ji has estab-
lished herself very firmly in the literary 
circles by dint of her immensely impressive 
and  strong strokes  of literary brush. A writer 
is also a painter . The pen is his brush, and  
words, his paint. In that sense, Dr Ritu Ji is a 
dexterous painter. She is  gifted with the  
enviable ability to transform a simple daily 
activity into a literary masterpiece. Writing 
middles is no easy task. One has to drive 
home his point in a  limited number of  words. 
In that, she is an expert .  Picking  up a simple 
event  in her surroundings and displaying it 
beautifully  on the canvas of literature is her 
forte.  Everybody sees, but only a few per-
ceive, and unquestionably Dr Ritu Ji belongs 
to the latter class.  In fact, she is a perfect em-
bodiment of the of the following quote of 
Meister Eckhart: Become aware of what is in 
you, announce it,  produce it and give birth to 
it. Her middles and essays are a superb speci-
men of the saying 'Brevity is the soul of wit'. 
In her writings , I have noticed that: Her dic-
tion is very apt and to the point; her style , 
simple and lucid , yet impressive and capti-
vating; her topics, interesting , entertaining 
and educating; and  her aim and  objective, 
clear and categoric . She touches upon a wide 
range of topics and issues concerning her per-
sonal and professional life, her family and 
friends, her childhood and school days, social 
issues concerning women in particular,  her 

bitter and sweet memories, and a number of 
other variegated topics. Even life during lock-
down hasn't been left untouched. Whatever 
topic she takes up, she has a message to 
impart to the readers. Her description is vivid 
and poignant, her analysis is cogent and clear, 
and her  conclusion is apt and logical. Quotes 
and and words of wisdom of famous writers 
that she use,  lend grace, charm and strength 
to her articles. The present collection is divid-
ed into five sections . Kith and Kin, Myriad 
Musings, Woman's Word, Academia Aesthet-
ic, and Resonant Realities. The first section, 
Kith and Kin, contains eight articles. The one 
entitled ' Home is where the heart is' deserves 
special mention.Her definition of 'home' is 
really practical and real which everyone expe-
riences in one's life. She concludes it with an 
apt quote of Robert Frost: Home is the place 
where when you have to go there, they have 
to take you in. Fathers- The silent standby of 
the family, another piece that impressed me 
very much. Her conclusion at the end is the 
real definition of 'Father': A father's btear and 
fears are unseen, his love is unexpressed, but 
his care and protection remains as a pillar of 
strength throughout our lives. The second 
section, ' Myriad Musings', the largest in this 
collection,  consists of 31 write-ups. As the 
topic suggests, this particular section is full of 
fun, joy and enthusiasm and  and laughter too. 
The writer becomes nostalgic in some of her 
articles like , More than just Rough Work, 
Yum! It's Mango Season, Nostalgia Fuels 
Memories of Scooter Rides, Memories of 
Morning Assembly Line,  and a few more are 
really interesting and makes the reader rumi-
nate over his happy past days. A couple of 
pieces in this sections impart a good advice 
like , 'Smile, Forgive, Forget and Move 
Ahead', Neither a Borrower, nor a Lender be', 

Said Djabelkhir, an Algerian academic and 
activist was handed down a prison sentence of 
three years after being found guilty of blas-
phemy. In Algeria, blasphemy is a crime 
which is punishable by imprisonment up to 
five years and hefty fine. The term is defined 
as the insult of ‘Prophet Muhammad or the 
rest of the Prophets, or ridiculing the basics of 
Islam or any of its rituals either in writing, 
drawing, expression or any other manner’. 
One can see that the scope of this definition is 
so wide that any form of inquiry into Islam 
can be construed as blasphemy. Indeed, in 
Algeria, people have been accused of blas-
phemy simply because they were playing 
cards in Ramzan or in one instance because 
the person had accidently dropped the Quran 
into a bucket of water!
But Said Djabelkhir ‘crimes’ are more funda-
mental in nature. Said is a well-recognized 
authority on North African Sufi traditions and 
has published widely in the field. Through his 
writings, he has been warning against the 
excesses of Salafis who, he argued, have 
taken over Algeria. However, his worry is not 
about the linkages between Salafism and 
terrorism; on the contrary he argues that the 
majority of the Salafis are quietists. What 
worries him is the social impact of Salafism: 
increasing conservatism and a reliance on the 
literal understanding of the Quran. Said has 
been writing and speaking against such a 
literal reading of the Quran which according 
to him does not help Muslims and their many 
modern predicaments. As part of his endeavor 
to humanize and therefore historicize the 
Quran and Islam, he suggested that parts of 
the Quran, such as that containing the story of 
Noah’s Ark, should not be taken as literal 
truths. He urges Muslims to make a distinc-
tion between history and myth. What landed 

him in trouble was his assertion that Islamic 
rituals like the Hajj and animal sacrifice asso-
ciated with it had its roots in pre-Islamic 
Arabia. Moreover, he was highly critical of 
the practice of marrying pre-pubescent girls 
and appealed that Muslims should put an end 
to it. In any sane society, these points would 
have been debated and thrashed out, first 
within the intellectual community and then 
perhaps by the public at large. But this is not 
the case in many Muslim countries which 
have blasphemy laws on their statutes. What 
is astonishing in the Algerian case against 
Professor Said is that he was dragged to court 
by a fellow academic. The judge agreed and 
handed down a three-year sentence. Although 
Said is out on bail and has vowed to continue 
the fight for ‘speaking his conscience’, his 
life is clearly in danger as he has received 
multiple death threats. Many Muslims think 
that killing a blasphemer is obligatory and it 
will assure them a place in heaven. In the 
coming days, the professor not just has to 
contend with the courts but also with the 
larger society which is now baying for his 
blood.Is there anything wrong in what Said 
Djabelkhir has argued? Contrary to what 
many Muslims believe, Islam did not appear 
from a void. Pre-Islamic rituals similar to that 
of Hajj and animal sacrifice has been record-
ed by historians and it is certainly not a crime 
to argue that Islam appropriated some of these 
traditions and gave it a new name and pur-
pose. Historians have even argued that the 
month of fasting and its culmination with Eid 
is also a tradition which predates Islam. How 
is it problematic to argue that the practice of 
marrying pre-pubescent girls within many 
parts of the Muslim world should be stopped? 
There was a time when such marriages were 
common in all religious communities. But 

'Let's start over Peace and Harmony' etc.
'Baking in Lockdown:Replenishing Creativi-
ty'  tells that during the recent lockdown spell  
sharpened  the author's baking skills. 'Let 
Peace and Harmony Prevail', 'Our Eyes are 
Windows to Mind and Soul', B 'Bond of Bliss 
with the Banyan' also capture the readers' 
attention. Really they are worth reading.
The third section, 'Woman's Word' as the title 
suggests deals mostly with feminine issues. It 
has eleven articles.  Jewellery, a Timeless 
Heritage of Feminine Beauty, Celebrating 
Euqality of Gender and Calibre! Happy 
Women's Day, Can We stop Ordering her 
About , Will Spouses Accept Marital Failure 
and other articles deal with women's issues. 
Similarly, 'Unnao Rape-India Fails Every 
Woman' is really thought provoking. The con-
cluding comment of the author is very apt and 
appropriate: The best gift one can give to 
women is the right to feel safe in their own 
skin and our criminal justice system must reg-
ister such routined and habitual  criminality 
with exemplary punishment. The fourth sec-
tion, 'Academia Aesthetic' contains ten arti-
cles. It deals with literary topics such as 
Poetry is Language of the Soul, Traveling on 
the Wings of the Books, What would be Life 
without Art. In 'A Professor's Tribute to her 
Teachers', the writer shares her experience as 
a student and teacher . One sentence that 
caught my attention was : The student is a 
bank where a teacher can deposit his precious 
treasure. The fifth and the last section 'Reso-
nant Realities', consists of twenty one pieces. 
'Keep Faith, Work Hard and Shape Your Stars' 
cautions against the perils of putting blind 
faith in astrology. The writer's conclusion is 
so true: Destiny doesn't lie in our stars but in 
our diligence, dedication, passion and perse-
verance. Another article 'Jealousy :The 
Green-Eyed Monster, imparts a good moral 
lesson. Jealousy really corrodes a man from 
within. Jealousy is jaundice of the soul, says 
John Dryden. The author's solution , 'Change 

your priorities from 'Me' to ' Others' , to drive 
away this fatal habit is perfectly very effec-
tive indeed. These two articles , 'Clothes don't 
define Ethics but Etiquette do', and 'Ordinary 
People and Extraordinary Deeds', make com-
pelling reading. In 'Pandemic Crisis and 
Perils in Working from Home' the writer 
describes the problems a family-- husband, 
wife and children--  has to  confront at home 
due to the current pandemic. 'Quarantine 
Cleansing' is an interesting piece to read 
I could name just a few articles . In fact, the 
entire collection  provides the readers an 
enriching experience. At the end of each arti-
cle, the writer has provided the date and name 
of the newspaper/magazine  in which it was 
published.
The title page showing splashes of rainbow 
hues lends charm to the book. Here is a book 
that we can judge by its cover.  The reader 
will ,in no way,  be disappointed if he buys 
and reads this collection. 

over time, other communities were able to 
bring their religious mores in tune with the 
demands of modernity. Why is it so hard for 
Muslims to do so? Part of the problem is that 
the Quran sanctions such marriages. Again, 
this problem is not specific to the Quran 
alone. It is found in almost all religious texts. 
But other communities have moved on; they 
do not regard their holy texts as the divine 
utterance of Almighty. The trouble with Mus-
lims is that they have invested the Quran with 
divinity and at times regard the text as the 
uncreated word of God. It is therefore nearly 
impossible for a Muslim to go against what is 
written in the Quran and in this sense the ma-
jority of Muslims are literalists. Till the time 
this peculiar relationship between Muslims 
and Quran is not reworked, they would con-
tinue to believe in antediluvian notions like 
blasphemy. Normally, blasphemy is consid-
ered as an affront to God. But then, we know 
that in all such cases, God is never a party in 
the court. Muslims have arrogated to them-
selves the power of God; they represent Him 
in courts of law. Nothing could be more blas-
phemous than representing God Herself. In 
order to get around this problem, Muslims 
have expanded the definition of blasphemy to 
include affront to Prophets and even the ritu-
als associated with religion. Thus, the whole 
idea behind invoking blasphemy is deeply 
political and it exists not because any God 
wants it to but simply because powerful 

people within the Muslim 
community want to perpetu-
ate their hegemony of out-
moded ideas. It is this ortho-
doxy that is threatened by 
Professor Said and many 
others like him throughout 
the Muslim world. They are 
being punished because they 
want to change the system; 
they are being punished 
because they have the cour-

age to speak their minds.
Imagine a Muslim scholar who through her 
research comes to the conclusion similar to 
the one reached by Professor Said. Now as a 
researcher, she is obligated to publish and 
disseminate her findings. But the moment she 
does so, she will land in deep trouble because 
anyone can accuse her of blasphemy. What 
should she do? Should she change her conclu-
sion so as to make it  palatable to the norma-
tive structures of Islamic orthodoxy and in the 
process become dishonest? Perhaps that is the 
only way out for her for the other path is full 
of danger many would not like to tread on. It 
is not surprising therefore that the Muslim 
world is hardly known for original research in 
any field of inquiry. All Muslims, who have 
made fundamental contributions, are located 
outside the Muslim world’s sphere of blas-
phemy. Islam prides itself that it teaches Mus-
lims to be honest and truthful. But it appears 
that the obverse is true. Till the time blasphe-
my is on statutes, truth, honest and originality 
will continue to be replaced by a servile pas-
tiche. In the name of protecting the honor of 
Allah, the orthodox are robbing His devotees 
of their full potential.

https://www.newageislam.com/islamic-soci-
ety/arshad-alam-new-age-islam/blasphemy
-law-muslim-world/d/124804

Blasphemy Law is crippling 
the Muslim World – Banish it By: Arshad Alam
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Said Djabelkhir, an Algerian academic and 
activist was handed down a prison sentence of 
three years after being found guilty of blas-
phemy. In Algeria, blasphemy is a crime 
which is punishable by imprisonment up to 
five years and hefty fine. The term is defined 
as the insult of ‘Prophet Muhammad or the 
rest of the Prophets, or ridiculing the basics of 
Islam or any of its rituals either in writing, 
drawing, expression or any other manner’. 
One can see that the scope of this definition is 
so wide that any form of inquiry into Islam 
can be construed as blasphemy. Indeed, in 
Algeria, people have been accused of blas-
phemy simply because they were playing 
cards in Ramzan or in one instance because 
the person had accidently dropped the Quran 
into a bucket of water!
But Said Djabelkhir ‘crimes’ are more funda-
mental in nature. Said is a well-recognized 
authority on North African Sufi traditions and 
has published widely in the field. Through his 
writings, he has been warning against the 
excesses of Salafis who, he argued, have 
taken over Algeria. However, his worry is not 
about the linkages between Salafism and 
terrorism; on the contrary he argues that the 
majority of the Salafis are quietists. What 
worries him is the social impact of Salafism: 
increasing conservatism and a reliance on the 
literal understanding of the Quran. Said has 
been writing and speaking against such a 
literal reading of the Quran which according 
to him does not help Muslims and their many 
modern predicaments. As part of his endeavor 
to humanize and therefore historicize the 
Quran and Islam, he suggested that parts of 
the Quran, such as that containing the story of 
Noah’s Ark, should not be taken as literal 
truths. He urges Muslims to make a distinc-
tion between history and myth. What landed 

him in trouble was his assertion that Islamic 
rituals like the Hajj and animal sacrifice asso-
ciated with it had its roots in pre-Islamic 
Arabia. Moreover, he was highly critical of 
the practice of marrying pre-pubescent girls 
and appealed that Muslims should put an end 
to it. In any sane society, these points would 
have been debated and thrashed out, first 
within the intellectual community and then 
perhaps by the public at large. But this is not 
the case in many Muslim countries which 
have blasphemy laws on their statutes. What 
is astonishing in the Algerian case against 
Professor Said is that he was dragged to court 
by a fellow academic. The judge agreed and 
handed down a three-year sentence. Although 
Said is out on bail and has vowed to continue 
the fight for ‘speaking his conscience’, his 
life is clearly in danger as he has received 
multiple death threats. Many Muslims think 
that killing a blasphemer is obligatory and it 
will assure them a place in heaven. In the 
coming days, the professor not just has to 
contend with the courts but also with the 
larger society which is now baying for his 
blood.Is there anything wrong in what Said 
Djabelkhir has argued? Contrary to what 
many Muslims believe, Islam did not appear 
from a void. Pre-Islamic rituals similar to that 
of Hajj and animal sacrifice has been record-
ed by historians and it is certainly not a crime 
to argue that Islam appropriated some of these 
traditions and gave it a new name and pur-
pose. Historians have even argued that the 
month of fasting and its culmination with Eid 
is also a tradition which predates Islam. How 
is it problematic to argue that the practice of 
marrying pre-pubescent girls within many 
parts of the Muslim world should be stopped? 
There was a time when such marriages were 
common in all religious communities. But 

over time, other communities were able to 
bring their religious mores in tune with the 
demands of modernity. Why is it so hard for 
Muslims to do so? Part of the problem is that 
the Quran sanctions such marriages. Again, 
this problem is not specific to the Quran 
alone. It is found in almost all religious texts. 
But other communities have moved on; they 
do not regard their holy texts as the divine 
utterance of Almighty. The trouble with Mus-
lims is that they have invested the Quran with 
divinity and at times regard the text as the 
uncreated word of God. It is therefore nearly 
impossible for a Muslim to go against what is 
written in the Quran and in this sense the ma-
jority of Muslims are literalists. Till the time 
this peculiar relationship between Muslims 
and Quran is not reworked, they would con-
tinue to believe in antediluvian notions like 
blasphemy. Normally, blasphemy is consid-
ered as an affront to God. But then, we know 
that in all such cases, God is never a party in 
the court. Muslims have arrogated to them-
selves the power of God; they represent Him 
in courts of law. Nothing could be more blas-
phemous than representing God Herself. In 
order to get around this problem, Muslims 
have expanded the definition of blasphemy to 
include affront to Prophets and even the ritu-
als associated with religion. Thus, the whole 
idea behind invoking blasphemy is deeply 
political and it exists not because any God 
wants it to but simply because powerful 

people within the Muslim 
community want to perpetu-
ate their hegemony of out-
moded ideas. It is this ortho-
doxy that is threatened by 
Professor Said and many 
others like him throughout 
the Muslim world. They are 
being punished because they 
want to change the system; 
they are being punished 
because they have the cour-

age to speak their minds.
Imagine a Muslim scholar who through her 
research comes to the conclusion similar to 
the one reached by Professor Said. Now as a 
researcher, she is obligated to publish and 
disseminate her findings. But the moment she 
does so, she will land in deep trouble because 
anyone can accuse her of blasphemy. What 
should she do? Should she change her conclu-
sion so as to make it  palatable to the norma-
tive structures of Islamic orthodoxy and in the 
process become dishonest? Perhaps that is the 
only way out for her for the other path is full 
of danger many would not like to tread on. It 
is not surprising therefore that the Muslim 
world is hardly known for original research in 
any field of inquiry. All Muslims, who have 
made fundamental contributions, are located 
outside the Muslim world’s sphere of blas-
phemy. Islam prides itself that it teaches Mus-
lims to be honest and truthful. But it appears 
that the obverse is true. Till the time blasphe-
my is on statutes, truth, honest and originality 
will continue to be replaced by a servile pas-
tiche. In the name of protecting the honor of 
Allah, the orthodox are robbing His devotees 
of their full potential.

https://www.newageislam.com/islamic-soci-
ety/arshad-alam-new-age-islam/blasphemy
-law-muslim-world/d/124804
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At a recent conference on radical Islam, 
attended by scholars from India and 
South-East Asian countries, it was irritating to 
hear professors from Jamia Millia Islamia 
repeating the canard about the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks being an elaborate conspiracy hatched 
by the Christians (of America) and the Jews 
(of Israel) to "defame Islam" and use the glob-
ally televised images of the imploding twin 
towers as justification for the US-led "war 
against Muslims". The first time I heard this 
astonishing fiction was in Cairo where I had 
arrived soon after the terrifying attack, led by 
an Egyptian, Mohammed Atta, on the World 
Trade Center, one of the symbols of American 
power. The war in Iraq had not yet begun but 
the Taliban hoodlums, including Mullah 
Omar, were fleeing Afghanistan to save their 
lives. The fall of a 'model Islamic state' and 
the walloping the 'soldiers of god' were 
receiving from the invading kafirs had greatly 
distressed my friends in the Muslim Brother-
hood who had wrongly believed that the flat-
tening of the twin towers would signal the 
liberation of Cairo, not Kabul. 
Instead, they were shocked to see a tsunami of 
anger striking Arab shores. Rather than accept 
the 9/11 attacks had proved to be counter-pro-
ductive, they chose the path of denial. Whis-
pered allegations, anonymous e-mail and 
stories buried in the inside pages of Arabic 
newspapers began to do the rounds, spreading 
the patently false claim that the attack on the 
twin towers and the Pentagon had been 
planned and executed by the Americans and 
the Israelis. To substantiate this absurd claim, 
there were further absurd claims -- Jews did 
not report for work on that fateful day, only 
the Mossad could have carried out an opera-
tion of this scale, the CIA had ensured the 

hijackers would not be frisked, etc. I found 
the assertions mildly repugnant and largely 
amusing, attributing the fiction to the street 
Arab's lack of access to facts. Seven years 
later, when I hear that absurd claim being 
repeated, that too by those who should know 
better, I don't feel amused, but irritated. And 
so it happened at the conference on radical 
Islam when a professor of Jamia Millia Isla-
mia questioned the authenticity of events as 
they unfolded on September 11, 2001, two of 
his colleagues nodding their heads vigorously 
in approval. My irritation gave way to anger 
when he went on to suggest that analyses of 
video images of the hijacked aircraft being 
flown into the twin towers showed they were 
"studio-generated".
Only someone who has undergone lobotomy 
would say something so stupid in public. But 
more than being silly, there's a sinister pur-
pose to such comments and they should not 
be attributed to a lobotomised brain; Union 
Home Minister Shivraj Patil would vouch for 
this. A lie repeated again and again, as Paul 
Joseph Goebbels proved through word and 
deed, tends to be believed by the masses. 
Islamofascists, both at home and abroad, who 
peddle the myth that 'Islam is the solution' and 
thus see nothing wrong with the ghastly 
crimes committed in the name of Islam, 
would naturally take to Goebbelsian propa-
ganda tactics like a duck takes to water. Fic-
tion propagated slyly at conferences and a 
seminar, mentioned between the lines in 
newspaper articles, and slipped into Friday 
sermons by mullahs after the jumma namaaz, 
acquires a certain legitimacy and is soon per-
ceived as fact. We have seen this happen on 
more than one occasion.
 When Hindus were forced to flee their ances-

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

tral homes in the Kashmir Valley by killer 
squads of Islamists who indulged in rapacious 
depredations and revelled in the slaughter of 
innocent men, women and children, an insidi-
ous campaign was launched, pinning the 
blame on Mr Jagmohan, then Governor of 
Jammu & Kashmir: He was accused of telling 
the Hindus to flee the Valley. Strangely, this 
fiction was believed by the secular intelligen-
tsia which, in any event, is desperate to clutch 
at straws to absolve Islamic fanatics of their 
crimes and eager to paint Islamist marauders 
in the most glowing of colours. Similar tactics 
were -- and continue to be -- used in the wake 
of the slaughter of kar sevaks in Godhra and 
to tar Hindus by blaming them for the vio-
lence that followed. After the bombing of 
commuter trains in Mumbai, killing 187 
people, it was blatantly suggested by our 
home-grown Islamists that the massacre was 
the handiwork of either "Government agen-
cies" or "Hindu organisations". 
They are now using the same tactics in their 
response to the jihadi attack on Jaipur on May 
14, in which at least 80 people were killed and 
many more maimed. The Hindustan Express, 
a Delhi-based Urdu newspaper, pontificated 
in an editorial comment on May 16, "Apart 
from elements like Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Al 
Qaeda or HuJI (who may possibly be 
involved in these explosions) why should we 
not think also of those international powers 
and agencies who are known to the Govern-
ment for their discomfort towards Indo-Pak 
peace?" Why not, indeed! 
The Jamaat-e-Islami's biweekly journal, 
Daawat, was nauseatingly sly in its comments 
on May 19, "The truth cannot be out without 
changing the formula for the probe into the 
bomb blasts. Instead of going through the 
formality of a probe and connecting the links, 
we will have to see which group of people 
gets political benefit out of such incidents." 
The only group that stands to benefit from the 

bloodbath in Jaipur, the Jamaat-e-Islami, 
whose mullahs pretend to be as innocent as 
Goldilocks, needs to be told, comprises those 
who subscribe to the slogan, "Islam is the 
solution."
These are the people who are at ease with 
explosives being strapped to an eight-year-old 
girl and the button on the remote control 
being pushed as she reaches out to take a 
chocolate from a soldier (not an American) in 
Iraq. They are untouched and unmoved by the 
sight of the blood of innocent victims, as was 
spilled on the streets of Jaipur, of their per-
verse ideology. They are fully aware of their 
criminal misdeeds, but they want us to 
believe they are not to blame. And if you dare 
point a finger at radical Islam and its army of 
Islamofascists, they will accuse you of 
indulging in Islamophobia.
It's time we called their bluff. The only other 
option is to subjugate ourselves to those who 
know no mercy and meekly accept Islam as 
the solution.

https://www.newageislam.com/radical-isla-
mism-and-jihad/islam-s-enemy-within-/d/39

Islam's Enemy within

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

By: Kanchan Gupta
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At a recent conference on radical Islam, 
attended by scholars from India and 
South-East Asian countries, it was irritating to 
hear professors from Jamia Millia Islamia 
repeating the canard about the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks being an elaborate conspiracy hatched 
by the Christians (of America) and the Jews 
(of Israel) to "defame Islam" and use the glob-
ally televised images of the imploding twin 
towers as justification for the US-led "war 
against Muslims". The first time I heard this 
astonishing fiction was in Cairo where I had 
arrived soon after the terrifying attack, led by 
an Egyptian, Mohammed Atta, on the World 
Trade Center, one of the symbols of American 
power. The war in Iraq had not yet begun but 
the Taliban hoodlums, including Mullah 
Omar, were fleeing Afghanistan to save their 
lives. The fall of a 'model Islamic state' and 
the walloping the 'soldiers of god' were 
receiving from the invading kafirs had greatly 
distressed my friends in the Muslim Brother-
hood who had wrongly believed that the flat-
tening of the twin towers would signal the 
liberation of Cairo, not Kabul. 
Instead, they were shocked to see a tsunami of 
anger striking Arab shores. Rather than accept 
the 9/11 attacks had proved to be counter-pro-
ductive, they chose the path of denial. Whis-
pered allegations, anonymous e-mail and 
stories buried in the inside pages of Arabic 
newspapers began to do the rounds, spreading 
the patently false claim that the attack on the 
twin towers and the Pentagon had been 
planned and executed by the Americans and 
the Israelis. To substantiate this absurd claim, 
there were further absurd claims -- Jews did 
not report for work on that fateful day, only 
the Mossad could have carried out an opera-
tion of this scale, the CIA had ensured the 

hijackers would not be frisked, etc. I found 
the assertions mildly repugnant and largely 
amusing, attributing the fiction to the street 
Arab's lack of access to facts. Seven years 
later, when I hear that absurd claim being 
repeated, that too by those who should know 
better, I don't feel amused, but irritated. And 
so it happened at the conference on radical 
Islam when a professor of Jamia Millia Isla-
mia questioned the authenticity of events as 
they unfolded on September 11, 2001, two of 
his colleagues nodding their heads vigorously 
in approval. My irritation gave way to anger 
when he went on to suggest that analyses of 
video images of the hijacked aircraft being 
flown into the twin towers showed they were 
"studio-generated".
Only someone who has undergone lobotomy 
would say something so stupid in public. But 
more than being silly, there's a sinister pur-
pose to such comments and they should not 
be attributed to a lobotomised brain; Union 
Home Minister Shivraj Patil would vouch for 
this. A lie repeated again and again, as Paul 
Joseph Goebbels proved through word and 
deed, tends to be believed by the masses. 
Islamofascists, both at home and abroad, who 
peddle the myth that 'Islam is the solution' and 
thus see nothing wrong with the ghastly 
crimes committed in the name of Islam, 
would naturally take to Goebbelsian propa-
ganda tactics like a duck takes to water. Fic-
tion propagated slyly at conferences and a 
seminar, mentioned between the lines in 
newspaper articles, and slipped into Friday 
sermons by mullahs after the jumma namaaz, 
acquires a certain legitimacy and is soon per-
ceived as fact. We have seen this happen on 
more than one occasion.
 When Hindus were forced to flee their ances-

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

tral homes in the Kashmir Valley by killer 
squads of Islamists who indulged in rapacious 
depredations and revelled in the slaughter of 
innocent men, women and children, an insidi-
ous campaign was launched, pinning the 
blame on Mr Jagmohan, then Governor of 
Jammu & Kashmir: He was accused of telling 
the Hindus to flee the Valley. Strangely, this 
fiction was believed by the secular intelligen-
tsia which, in any event, is desperate to clutch 
at straws to absolve Islamic fanatics of their 
crimes and eager to paint Islamist marauders 
in the most glowing of colours. Similar tactics 
were -- and continue to be -- used in the wake 
of the slaughter of kar sevaks in Godhra and 
to tar Hindus by blaming them for the vio-
lence that followed. After the bombing of 
commuter trains in Mumbai, killing 187 
people, it was blatantly suggested by our 
home-grown Islamists that the massacre was 
the handiwork of either "Government agen-
cies" or "Hindu organisations". 
They are now using the same tactics in their 
response to the jihadi attack on Jaipur on May 
14, in which at least 80 people were killed and 
many more maimed. The Hindustan Express, 
a Delhi-based Urdu newspaper, pontificated 
in an editorial comment on May 16, "Apart 
from elements like Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Al 
Qaeda or HuJI (who may possibly be 
involved in these explosions) why should we 
not think also of those international powers 
and agencies who are known to the Govern-
ment for their discomfort towards Indo-Pak 
peace?" Why not, indeed! 
The Jamaat-e-Islami's biweekly journal, 
Daawat, was nauseatingly sly in its comments 
on May 19, "The truth cannot be out without 
changing the formula for the probe into the 
bomb blasts. Instead of going through the 
formality of a probe and connecting the links, 
we will have to see which group of people 
gets political benefit out of such incidents." 
The only group that stands to benefit from the 

bloodbath in Jaipur, the Jamaat-e-Islami, 
whose mullahs pretend to be as innocent as 
Goldilocks, needs to be told, comprises those 
who subscribe to the slogan, "Islam is the 
solution."
These are the people who are at ease with 
explosives being strapped to an eight-year-old 
girl and the button on the remote control 
being pushed as she reaches out to take a 
chocolate from a soldier (not an American) in 
Iraq. They are untouched and unmoved by the 
sight of the blood of innocent victims, as was 
spilled on the streets of Jaipur, of their per-
verse ideology. They are fully aware of their 
criminal misdeeds, but they want us to 
believe they are not to blame. And if you dare 
point a finger at radical Islam and its army of 
Islamofascists, they will accuse you of 
indulging in Islamophobia.
It's time we called their bluff. The only other 
option is to subjugate ourselves to those who 
know no mercy and meekly accept Islam as 
the solution.

https://www.newageislam.com/radical-isla-
mism-and-jihad/islam-s-enemy-within-/d/39

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1
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I am pleased to announce that in appreciation 
of Sir lftikhar's humanitarian service, he has 
been awarded Queen's Medal for Humanitari-
an Service. This medal was approved by Her 
Majesty in 2020 specially for her Realms. Sir 
lftikhar has been dedicatedly serving humani-
ty for many years. Her served the UN Human 
Rights Counci l i n various capacities. He was 
a member of the UN Workshop on the Rights 
of Minorities for many years. Now, he is a 
prominent participant in UN Forums on fun-
damental human rights, freedom of religion 
and religious persecution. He has also been 
actively working with International Organisa-
tions for the alleviation of poverty, the rights 
of women and the implementation of the 
UNESCO Education for All Programme. As a 
field expert of the Commonwealth he initiated 
a very successful Education For Life Pro-
gramme for the Small Island States in the 
Pacific Region. In 2019, the Government of 
Tuvalu appointed him Special Envoy to the 
UNHRC. Sir lftikhar has been the Chairman 
of the International Human Rights Committee 
for many years, ardently working for the 
rights, the welfare and wellbeing of asylum 
seekers and refugees and their resettlement in 
other peaceful countries. Sir lftikhar has 
received almost 40 awards from different 
organisations of the world including OBE 
(Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire) and KBE (Knight Command-

er of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire) from Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II. Some of the other prominent awards are 
Alfred Einstein Medal, Life Achievement 
Award, Human Rights Man of the Year and 
Merit of Distinction awarded by the Ahmadi-
yya Muslim Community, France. May Allah 
bless these awards for Sir lftikhar and enable 
him to serve humanity for many years to 
come.

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

DR SIR IFTIKHAR AYAZ SAHIB RECEIVES
QUEEN'S MEDAL FOR HUMANITARIAN SERVICE

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1
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International and Aabgeenei Magazines 
through which we have been able to fulfil 
our vision of promoting understanding of 
different sections of society through our 
informative articles.
This has been a non profit organisation 
running without any financial help from 
others. We would be very grateful for any 
monetary contribution you can provide on 
a monthly basis so we can continue bring-
ing you true and unbiased journalism.
We thank you for your contributions to the 
following account :
Bank Name: Lloyd’s Bank PLC
Account Name: Lahore International Ltd.
Account No: 42534160
Sort Code: 30-96-26
IBAN: GB89LoyD30962612534160
Hoping for an encouraging response 
for our readers for this noble cause.
May Allah be with you - Amen 
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Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

Detente over Kashmir following 
Decades of Conflict?

By: Mohammad Luqman



32

Monthly LAHORE Internationalwww.lahoreinternational.com June/July 2021

My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/
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My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/
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Dia Mirza is reflecting upon her journey of 
over two decades in the Indian film industry. 
The former Miss Asia Pacific started her Bol-
lywood career with R Madhavan's romantic 
comedy, Rehna Hai Tere Dil Mein, at the age 
of 19. Since then, the actor went on to deliver 
more misses than hits. As of late, Mirza made 
headlines for her second marriage, followed 
by pregnancy. It's been a long road and the 
actor shared how she had no one else to 
depend on but herself while making decisions 
in the film industry. Talking about the same to 
Brut India, the Dus actor commented, "I had 
no mentor and no one who could guide me, 
who could help me understand how to go 
about consolidating my choices or even 
making the right choices. I completely and 
solely depended on instinct and my managers 
at the time." She went on to add, "So at the age 
of 19-20, I had to understand how to deal with 
this crazy public attention, adulation and 
rejection." The Indian film industry is touted 
to be one of the most controversial ones to 
have existed. Let it be nepotism, drug abuse, 
pay parity or favouritism, Bollywood has seen 
the worst of it. One of the topics, Mirza 
wished to shed light upon was the bandwago-
ning of certain journalists against actors. 
"When film reviews were written, they used to 
be very personal and the attacks also used to 
be very, very personal. They would actually 
border on vicious and those would be very 
hard to deal with," she said. "This is before the 
advent of social media. I genuinely mean it 
when I say that the vitriol that was spewed by 
certain journalists and film journalists in print 
and in the media about actors was so danger-
ous. It continues, but it was really rampant 
when I had started out." Mirza also shared 
how the pre-social media era was more trou-
blesome for the artists as they didn't really 
have a platform to clarify the ongoing 
rumours. She added how they had to deal with 

such news in their own homes and personal 
spaces rather than speaking out. "Between the 
ages of 19-25, every film I did, it was said that 
I had an affair with my co-actor, my director 
or my producer," she recalled.  The actor also 
opened up about sexism in Bollywood. 
"People were writing, thinking and making 
sexist cinema and I was a part of these 
stories... Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein has 
sexism in it... I was acting with these people. 
I was working with these people. It's crazy," 
she said, adding, "I will give you small exam-
ples. A makeup artist could only be a man, 
could not be a woman. A hairdresser only had 
to be a woman. When I started working in 
films there were at best about four or five 
women on any given crew with a unit strength 
of over 120, sometimes 180 people." "We live 
in a patriarchal society and it is an industry 
largely led by men. So there is rampant 
sexism. And I think for a large part it is not 
even conscious sexism because there are so 
many men who are writers, who are directors, 
who are actors, who are not even aware of 
their sexist thinking," she added. Earlier, Bol-
lywood actor Sonam Kapoor, too, shared her 
take on sexism in Bollywood. In 2020, the 
actor said that the women of the film industry 
need to rally together and turn down films and 
projects that are sexist. “Look at the way song 
lyrics or scripts are written about women... 
that needs to change. The way women are por-
trayed and talked about in the industry is not 
okay, and as women, we should not agree to 
work in those films because we are just harm-
ing ourselves. There is no price too high, espe-
cially considering all that has happened over 
this year... Each one of us needs to make better 
choices, or we will be subjected to a 
witch-hunt and we will be burnt at the stake!” 
she said.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2299434/theres-
rampant-sexism-in-bollywood-says-dia-mirza

My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

There's Rampant Sexism in Bollywood, 
Says Dia Mirza

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/
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My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

Over the years, the relationship between 
arch-rivals India and Pakistan has been 
shaped by conflict and confrontation. For 
some time now, however, both countries 
have been singing a more conciliatory tune. 
Is this the dawn of a lasting detente in 
South Asia?
As recently as early 2019, all signs indicated 
that war between the two nuclear powers 
India and Pakistan was on the horizon. After 
an attack on a military convoy in Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, the Indian Air Force 
dropped bombs on an alleged terrorist camp 
in Pakistan in early 2019. Despite Indian pro-
paganda claiming that hundreds of extremists 
had been killed, the attack turned out to have 
been a failure. The bombs widely missed their 
target and landed in the forest. In retaliation, 
the Pakistani Air Force carried out attacks on 
the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, 
shooting down an Indian fighter jet during an 
air battle and taking its pilot prisoner. A few 
days later, reports and images of Pakistan 
handing over the pilot to India were splashed 
all over the media. At the LoC (Line of Con-
trol), the de-facto border between the two 
countries in Kashmir, the soldiers of both 
countries engaged in heavy fighting. Even 

though international pressure prevented a 
further escalation of the violence, the tension 
between the two countries remained. The 
Indian government's revocation of Kashmir's 
special status in August 2019 merely added 
fuel to the fire. People in both countries saw 
little hope of peace. So it came as a surprise to 
many when a ceasefire was announced and 
that Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, called on India in a 
speech in March 2021 to "bury the past and 
move forward". A short time later, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended 
greetings to his Pakistani counterpart, Imran 
Khan, on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 
Speaking in an interview soon after, Paki-
stan's foreign minister said that Pakistan was 
willing to enter into wide-ranging negotia-
tions, as long as India was "willing to revisit" 
changes to the autonomy status of Indian 
Kashmir. Despite the martial rhetoric of the 
previous months, all of this heralded a period 
of detente. But why the sudden change of 
heart?
Secret diplomacy and change of strategy
There are several factors at play here. On the 
one hand, diplomats from the United Arab 
Emirates seem to have been active in the 

background, busily work-
ing to de-escalate the 
conflict – at least this is 
what the UAE ambassa-
dor to the U.S. claims. 
And indeed, it does 
appear that there were 
negotiations between the 
two countries that were 
mediated by the UAE. 
The UAE has traditional-
ly had good relations 
with both countries. 

However, there are also signs – at least for the 
present – that both countries are changing 
their strategies. Both India and Pakistan are 
focusing on other challenges.
For India, the conflict with China on its north-
ern border has gained in significance in recent 
years. The course of the border between 
China and India has always been a bone of 
contention and even led to the Sino-Indian 
War in 1962. The Indian army was defeated in 
this relatively short war and India lost Aksai 
Chin, a border region between Indian Kash-
mir and Tibet, to the Chinese. After several 
rounds of negotiations, a tacit understanding 
on the status quo of the LoAC (Line of Actual 
Control) was reached, an understanding to 
which both countries largely adhered in the 
decades that followed. The construction of 
roads and military bases along the disputed 
border – by both India and China – meant that 
the conflict flared up once again. Both coun-
tries regularly accuse each other of border 

violations. Finally, the construction of a new 
road along the border to Aksai Chin was the 
straw that broke the camel's back. China 
claims the territory for itself. For India, this 
strategically important road is a supply route 
for the new Dolat Beg Oldie air force base in 
northern Kashmir. In June 2020, soldiers from 
both armies got involved in brawls at the 
Galwan river. Fists and truncheons flew.
Dozens of soldiers from both sides died in the 
first major border conflict since the 1960s. At 
other points along the frontier too there have 
been repeated clashes over the course of the 
3,000-km-long border. For India, China has 
long developed into a much bigger challenge 
than Pakistan. In recent years, many Indian 
analysts criticised the excessive concentration 
of military personnel and resources on the 
country's western border with Pakistan, call-
ing it a tactical error.The reason being that 
during this time, China was easily able to 
build its military infrastructure along the 
border with India, thereby giving itself a stra-
tegic edge. In order to counter this develop-
ment, India must now shift its resources and 
adapt its geopolitical strategy. In military 
terms, India undoubtedly lags well behind 
China. The USA is strengthening India in this 
conflict in an effort to contain Chinese ambi-
tions, which – as everybody knows – is seen 
by Washington as the greatest challenge to its 
hegemony. The situation is compounded by 
the catastrophic consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic for India. With millions of 
infected citizens, a healthcare system pushed 
to breaking point, and the as yet unforesee-
able economic consequences of the pandem-
ic, Prime Minister Modi's government has 
entirely new domestic challenges to cope 
with. The criticism of the BJP government's 
crisis management is growing and the Hindu 
Nationalists face the prospect of greater 
defeats in upcoming elections. A conflict with 
Pakistan would only aggravate the situation.
New challenges for Pakistan

However, the situation has changed a little in 
Pakistan too. Although Pakistan is holding 
fast to its traditional stance on Kashmir, it 
seems that there has been a re-think in a 
number of respects. On the one hand, Paki-
stan would like to recognise the so-called 
Northern Areas of Gilgit-Baltistan as a regu-
lar Pakistani province. This would be a 
far-reaching step and a move away from the 
UN resolutions, compliance with which Paki-
stan is vehemently calling for. Although in 
1949, the government of Azad Kashmir (the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir) transferred power 
in Gilgit-Baltistan to the Pakistani central 
government, which has administered the area 
ever since, it officially still belongs to the 
disputed region of Kashmir to which the UN 
resolutions relate. The people of Gilg-
it-Baltistan have long been calling for the area 
to be recognised as a fully Pakistani province, 
but successive Pakistani governments have 
held back on doing so because they feared a 
weakening of their position with regard to 
Kashmir. In November 2020, the Pakistani 
government announced that it wanted to rec-
ognise Gilgit-Baltistan as an autonomous 
province. In addition to the demands of the 
local population, the cementing of the strate-
gic CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) infrastructure project is playing a greater 
role. The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltis-
tan on its way to China. By recognising the 
region as a full Pakistani province, the territo-
rial question of the region for Pakistan would 
be settled, thereby protecting its future eco-
nomic interests. In addition to the CPEC, with 

the withdrawal of the Americans from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan is focusing more on its 
north-eastern neighbour once again. Islam-
abad considers a civil war or an unstable gov-
ernment in Kabul a threat to regional stability. 
Pakistan had long supported the Taliban as a 
stakeholder in the Afghan power structure 
and will continue to seek to influence the 
group during the post-American era too. 
Right up until the 1990s, however, the mili-
tary doctrine of "strategic depth" played an 
important role in Pakistan's strategy. The doc-
trine saw Afghanistan as a retreat zone for 
Pakistani military units, should India invade 
Pakistan with ground troops and occupy the 
east of the country. Even if this doctrine is 
out-dated from a current viewpoint, Islam-
abad sees in Afghanistan a way of building 
transit trade and opening up access to new 
markets in Central Asia. The Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan is separated from Paki-
stan only by the narrow strip of Afghan terri-
tory known as the Wakhan Corridor. At the 
port of Gwadar, Pakistan offers Central Asian 
countries access to the sea and a doorway to 
global trade. Stability in Afghanistan is a key 
prerequisite for the development of such trade 
routes. This is why the Pakistani government 
is keen to conclude trade agreements with 
Afghanistan and other Central Asian coun-
tries before the year is out. This would 
undoubtedly be a shot in the arm for the ailing 
Pakistani economy. A "hot" conflict on its 
eastern border with India would be counter-
productive in this situation, which is why this 
détente comes at an opportune moment for 
Pakistan. In short, the geopolitical situation is 
forcing both rivals to rethink. Whether these 
conciliatory noises do indeed lead to a lon-
ger-term détente between the two nations will 
become apparent in the coming months.

https://en.qantara.de/content/indo-paki-
stani-relations-detente-over-kashmir-
following-decades-of-conflict?nopaging=1

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/

How to Travel with your Mom? 
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My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/
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The year is 1857 and, after a long struggle 
with his persistent financial instability, our 
very own Mirza Nosha, also known as Mirza 
Ghalib, has established himself as a litterateur 
amongst Delhi’s literati. Orphaned at a very 
young age and reared by one of his uncles, 
Ghalib had a difficult childhood. Later in his 
youth, he is to be obsessed with his portion of 
the same uncle’s pension as one of the legal 
heirs. The pension affair weighs heavy on his 
nerves and makes him travel to Calcutta. To 
his utter chagrin, things do not go his way. The 
uncle’s sons are wicked and influential 
enough to throw out the hapless bard who, in 
their view, was an inordinate claimant on their 
inheritance. The poor poet has to bear the 
brunt of it. Since the very beginning, he car-
ries a sense of bereavement within himself 
and believes that he is a burden for those on 
whom he depends. But he never lets his ill fate 
affect him adversely in any way. In Delhi, he 
is a man of an affable deportment, mannerly 
in speech. To rebuff his financial setbacks, he 
adopts the lifestyle of an aristocrat.
The result is more than obvious: he is in debt 
consistently. However, he lives quite a robust 
life in Delhi, while having flings with courte-
sans and dousing away his misery in excess of 
booze. He is conscious of being a sinner and 
knows the quantum of his sins to be limitless, 
as he says himself: Ghalib is not a 
run-of-the-mill poet or just any other versifier 
in Delhi. He is an aficionado and maestro. He 
is too good at his art, and prosody is like 
child’s play for him. He asks his audience to 
play a round with him and flabbergasts every-
one while ending up with all three aces in his 
hand. There is no match to him in contempo-
rary literati. That’s all right. The problem is 
that he knows the fact that he is the ace all too 
well. This adds to his misery as his merit is not 
acknowledged; rather he attracts more ene-
mies. The best example is his rivalry with 
Ibrahim Zauq, the poet laureate of Delhi and 

the king’s tutor in poetry. In 1852, Bahadur 
Shah Zafar, the king of Delhi, celebrates the 
wedding ceremony of his crown prince, Mirza 
Jawan Bakht, with great pomp and show. 
Ghalib is tasked by the queen, Zeenat Mahal, 
to write a sehra or prothalamion for the prince. 
The poet complies without delay. But, in his 
narcissist vein, he claims in one of the cou-
plets that no other poet could write a prothala-
mion like him. The couplet goes: The king 
gets the message loud and clear, that Ghalib 
has taken a jibe at him for appointing Ibrahim 
Zauq his tutor and poet laureate instead of 
Ghalib. This shows the king does not know the 
worth of art and he is a partisan of Zauq. The 
king asks Zauq to write a prothalamion 
promptly in response. Zauq complies, albeit 
his prothalamion is way inferior to Ghalib’s. 
With Zauq being the king’s blue-eyed boy, 
Ghalib has to write an apology for his 
tongue-in-cheek couplet. But Ghalib’s sedi-
tious spirit comes to the fore even in the apolo-
gy. He claims that for centuries his ancestors 
were soldiers and poetry is not what he 
depends upon for honour and prestige. Ghalib 
claims in the couplet that he makes no claim 
of being an Urdu poet, that he wrote the proth-
alamion only for the pleasure of her majesty 
(the queen). Here, again, Ghalib is averring 
himself to be a poet of Persian rather than that 
of Urdu. Whereas Zauq was no match to him 
at all in Persian poetry. Despite the double 
meanings of the apology’s verses, prima facie 
the apology is meek and reconciliatory. There-
fore, the king has to let the matter go. In 1854, 
Zauq dies and Ghalib is appointed as the 
king’s tutor. But, unlike Zauq, Ghalib is never 
to be honoured as the poet laureate.
PERSIAN, URDU AND GHALIB
Urdu poetry is one of the most difficult genres 
to practice, owing to its prosody. There is a 
common misperception that poetry is just 
rhymed thoughts and anyone can do it. This is 

My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/

hardly the case. In Urdu, the prosodists have 
developed certain meaningless words as mea-
sures to balance a couplet. These meaningless 
words are called arkaan. The repetition of 
these meaningless words in a certain sequence 
constitute a behr (metre). The words in each 
couplet are scanned/measured against the 
arkaan, so as to get one of the metres. There 
are eight popular behrs in Urdu poetry; 
although metre can be manipulated to get 
some other complex metres, which are for 
specialists and maestros. Urdu’s prosodic base 
is from Persian poetry and so are its metres. 
Ghalib is too well versed in Persian poetry; 
rather, he considers himself as one of the best 
poets of Persian and not of Urdu. He is not 
amused when the king asks him to write in 
Urdu for a poetry symposium to be held at the 
Red Fort. Similarly, when the editor of a Delhi 
Magazine, Aaram, asks him for some Urdu 
ghazals, he responds as such:
“My friend, how can I write in Urdu? Is my 
standing so low that this should be expected 
of me? Still, it is expected of me. But where 
am I to turn, hunting for tales and stories? I 
haven’t a book to my name. Let my pension 
be restored and I’ll get the peace of mind to 
think of some...”
But when he writes Urdu poetry, or rather says 
it (as Urdu poetry is to be recited rather than 
written according to tradition), he does it 
splendidly. His excellence comes to the fore 
during poetry symposiums in the form of met-
rical acrobatics and the multiple meanings of 
his couplets. Ghalib is not a run-of-the-mill 
poet or just any other versifier in Delhi. He is 
an aficionado and maestro. He is too good at 
his art, and prosody is like child’s play for 
him. He is an erudite poet and has knowledge 
of philosophy and mysticism. He claims to be 
a mystic, and the themes of his poetry are 
testimony to the fact. He is well-acquainted 
with all classical Persian poets including 
Bedil and Huzein, and, at times, criticises 
them as well. Ghalib is, in fact, not solely a 
poet but a philosopher poet. His couplets are 
loaded and expose the reader to multiple 

meanings. He flabbergasts his readers and 
audience with far-fetched metaphors, histori-
cal references and the finesse of his prosodical 
expertise. His audience is either awestruck or, 
like his archrival Ustad Zauq, is extremely 
envious of him. Being a debonair past master 
in the art of poetry, he has many disciples (sh-
agirds), including King Bahadur Shah Zafar 
himself, who come to him for correction of 
their verses. This happens so often that it 
seems that many of the king’s ghazals come 
directly from Ghalib’s pen. Altaf Hussain 
Hali, a close companion and disciple of 
Ghalib, quotes an incident in his book Yad-
gar-i-Ghalib, where the poet corrected multi-
ple ghazals by the king in a matter of minutes 
and added some verses to them as well.
AGONY IN DELHI
Unfortunately, Ghalib’s excellence in the 
poetic arts does not pay off during his life. He 
is not acknowledged the way he should be. 
His financial constraints overwhelm him 
during his lifetime, save a brief interlude when 
he is appointed tutor to the king in 1854. But 
that too is short lived; in 1857, Delhi is over-
taken by the East India Company and the king 
is promptly sent into exile to Rangoon. The 
poor poet is left without any hope for the 
future. His poetry duly reflects his plight in 
detail. Ghalib’s prowess and excellence in 
poetry overshadows his prolificacy as a prose 
writer. The best amongst his prose works is 

Dastambu, meaning ‘posy of flowers’. Das-
tambu provides sufficient material to gauge 
the quantum of agony the poet went through. 
The writing is completely devoid of Ghalib’s 
characteristic humour. It’s an extremely sad 
book. In what circumstances and why this 
prose work was written by the ace poet is a 
pertinent question to be asked. For that matter, 
we will have to get back to 1857. Ghalib is 
basking in the weak sunshine of slight mone-
tary affluence through the stipend from the 
king and a meagre salary for writing the 
Mughal history, when catastrophe barges in, 
and the façade of Mughal rule in India is ren-
dered topsy-turvy. 1857 is the year of revolt 
and one of the most turbulent times in Indian 
history. It is Ghalib’s fate to witness the mas-
sacre in the streets of Delhi and to see his city 
reduced to ruins in his lifetime. There is car-
nage in the streets, initially by the mutineers 
and then by the Britishers. In any case, the loss 
of human lives is colossal. Ghalib is under 
self-imposed siege at his neighbourhood Bal-
limaran (not “Billimaran” or “street of cat kill-
ers”, as it was misidentified in historian Wil-
liam Dalrymple’s book City of Djinns). There 
is a situation of lockdown and curfew in the 
city; anyone found in the streets is liable to be 
killed. Being a debonair past master in the art 
of poetry, he has many disciples (shagirds), 
including King Bahadur Shah Zafar himself, 
who come to him for correction of their 
verses. During these ominous days, Ghalib 
engages himself in writing about the chaos 
around and resorts to his favourite medium, 
Persian, and not Urdu. This Persian is ornate 
and classical. The title, Dastambu (Posy of 
Flowers), is chosen not as per the book’s con-
tents but as a literary metaphor. The book 
recounts 15 months of travail and agony in 
Delhi. Ghalib appears to be an Anglophile 
when he laments the loss of British lives at the 
hands of mutineers, and even condemns the 
mutineers’ ‘act of brutality’ when they resort 
to killing British women and children. How-
ever, in September 1857, when the British 
recapture the city of Delhi, Ghalib is also cou-

rageous and bold enough to express extreme 
grievance over the British excesses and the 
atrocities committed by them. Meanwhile, life 
at Ballimaran turns out to be miserable and 
deplorable. There seems to be no access to 
even basic necessities of life, including drink-
able water and food. The people are con-
strained to live like prisoners in their own 
homes and have to suffice with rainwater for 
drinking. Ghalib dwells in detail about the 
turmoils he faces those days. He adopts two 
children from a relative. The poet is saddened 
when he cannot arrange for their milk and 
sweets, which they desire the most. But the 
climax of his agony comes in the death of his 
brother, whose corpse remains unattended in 
the streets of Delhi for days. Despite all these 
odds, he is a professional poet and writes a 
paean for Queen Victoria. He allegedly also 
tones down some passages in Dastambu that 
might cause offence to the British, in the hope 
of saving his skin from British vengeance and 
of claiming a pension for himself. But these 
hopes are finally dashed when his pension 
claim is rejected in 1859. Whether in dejection 
or elation, being a poet, Ghalib resorts to his 
art of poetry for catharsis. He dies a decade 
later, in 1869. His words and legacy continue 
to live on.
LANGUAGES OF LOVE
The million dollar question is, why did Ghalib 
prefer Persian over Urdu? Was it just a sub-
conscious infatuation with the language or 
was he doing it consciously? To answer the 
question, we will have to revisit the cultural 
and linguistic ethos of Mughal society. 
Persian was the official language during the 
Delhi Sultanate era. When the Mughals took 
over, they kept Persian as their official lan-
guage. Persian was not the Mughal’s lan-
guage; their mother tongue was Turkic and 
Tuzk-i-Babri was written in the same lan-
guage.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1623919
/the-inconsolable-ghalib

The Inconsolable
Asadullah Khan Ghalib
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The year is 1857 and, after a long struggle 
with his persistent financial instability, our 
very own Mirza Nosha, also known as Mirza 
Ghalib, has established himself as a litterateur 
amongst Delhi’s literati. Orphaned at a very 
young age and reared by one of his uncles, 
Ghalib had a difficult childhood. Later in his 
youth, he is to be obsessed with his portion of 
the same uncle’s pension as one of the legal 
heirs. The pension affair weighs heavy on his 
nerves and makes him travel to Calcutta. To 
his utter chagrin, things do not go his way. The 
uncle’s sons are wicked and influential 
enough to throw out the hapless bard who, in 
their view, was an inordinate claimant on their 
inheritance. The poor poet has to bear the 
brunt of it. Since the very beginning, he car-
ries a sense of bereavement within himself 
and believes that he is a burden for those on 
whom he depends. But he never lets his ill fate 
affect him adversely in any way. In Delhi, he 
is a man of an affable deportment, mannerly 
in speech. To rebuff his financial setbacks, he 
adopts the lifestyle of an aristocrat.
The result is more than obvious: he is in debt 
consistently. However, he lives quite a robust 
life in Delhi, while having flings with courte-
sans and dousing away his misery in excess of 
booze. He is conscious of being a sinner and 
knows the quantum of his sins to be limitless, 
as he says himself: Ghalib is not a 
run-of-the-mill poet or just any other versifier 
in Delhi. He is an aficionado and maestro. He 
is too good at his art, and prosody is like 
child’s play for him. He asks his audience to 
play a round with him and flabbergasts every-
one while ending up with all three aces in his 
hand. There is no match to him in contempo-
rary literati. That’s all right. The problem is 
that he knows the fact that he is the ace all too 
well. This adds to his misery as his merit is not 
acknowledged; rather he attracts more ene-
mies. The best example is his rivalry with 
Ibrahim Zauq, the poet laureate of Delhi and 

the king’s tutor in poetry. In 1852, Bahadur 
Shah Zafar, the king of Delhi, celebrates the 
wedding ceremony of his crown prince, Mirza 
Jawan Bakht, with great pomp and show. 
Ghalib is tasked by the queen, Zeenat Mahal, 
to write a sehra or prothalamion for the prince. 
The poet complies without delay. But, in his 
narcissist vein, he claims in one of the cou-
plets that no other poet could write a prothala-
mion like him. The couplet goes: The king 
gets the message loud and clear, that Ghalib 
has taken a jibe at him for appointing Ibrahim 
Zauq his tutor and poet laureate instead of 
Ghalib. This shows the king does not know the 
worth of art and he is a partisan of Zauq. The 
king asks Zauq to write a prothalamion 
promptly in response. Zauq complies, albeit 
his prothalamion is way inferior to Ghalib’s. 
With Zauq being the king’s blue-eyed boy, 
Ghalib has to write an apology for his 
tongue-in-cheek couplet. But Ghalib’s sedi-
tious spirit comes to the fore even in the apolo-
gy. He claims that for centuries his ancestors 
were soldiers and poetry is not what he 
depends upon for honour and prestige. Ghalib 
claims in the couplet that he makes no claim 
of being an Urdu poet, that he wrote the proth-
alamion only for the pleasure of her majesty 
(the queen). Here, again, Ghalib is averring 
himself to be a poet of Persian rather than that 
of Urdu. Whereas Zauq was no match to him 
at all in Persian poetry. Despite the double 
meanings of the apology’s verses, prima facie 
the apology is meek and reconciliatory. There-
fore, the king has to let the matter go. In 1854, 
Zauq dies and Ghalib is appointed as the 
king’s tutor. But, unlike Zauq, Ghalib is never 
to be honoured as the poet laureate.
PERSIAN, URDU AND GHALIB
Urdu poetry is one of the most difficult genres 
to practice, owing to its prosody. There is a 
common misperception that poetry is just 
rhymed thoughts and anyone can do it. This is 

My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/

hardly the case. In Urdu, the prosodists have 
developed certain meaningless words as mea-
sures to balance a couplet. These meaningless 
words are called arkaan. The repetition of 
these meaningless words in a certain sequence 
constitute a behr (metre). The words in each 
couplet are scanned/measured against the 
arkaan, so as to get one of the metres. There 
are eight popular behrs in Urdu poetry; 
although metre can be manipulated to get 
some other complex metres, which are for 
specialists and maestros. Urdu’s prosodic base 
is from Persian poetry and so are its metres. 
Ghalib is too well versed in Persian poetry; 
rather, he considers himself as one of the best 
poets of Persian and not of Urdu. He is not 
amused when the king asks him to write in 
Urdu for a poetry symposium to be held at the 
Red Fort. Similarly, when the editor of a Delhi 
Magazine, Aaram, asks him for some Urdu 
ghazals, he responds as such:
“My friend, how can I write in Urdu? Is my 
standing so low that this should be expected 
of me? Still, it is expected of me. But where 
am I to turn, hunting for tales and stories? I 
haven’t a book to my name. Let my pension 
be restored and I’ll get the peace of mind to 
think of some...”
But when he writes Urdu poetry, or rather says 
it (as Urdu poetry is to be recited rather than 
written according to tradition), he does it 
splendidly. His excellence comes to the fore 
during poetry symposiums in the form of met-
rical acrobatics and the multiple meanings of 
his couplets. Ghalib is not a run-of-the-mill 
poet or just any other versifier in Delhi. He is 
an aficionado and maestro. He is too good at 
his art, and prosody is like child’s play for 
him. He is an erudite poet and has knowledge 
of philosophy and mysticism. He claims to be 
a mystic, and the themes of his poetry are 
testimony to the fact. He is well-acquainted 
with all classical Persian poets including 
Bedil and Huzein, and, at times, criticises 
them as well. Ghalib is, in fact, not solely a 
poet but a philosopher poet. His couplets are 
loaded and expose the reader to multiple 

meanings. He flabbergasts his readers and 
audience with far-fetched metaphors, histori-
cal references and the finesse of his prosodical 
expertise. His audience is either awestruck or, 
like his archrival Ustad Zauq, is extremely 
envious of him. Being a debonair past master 
in the art of poetry, he has many disciples (sh-
agirds), including King Bahadur Shah Zafar 
himself, who come to him for correction of 
their verses. This happens so often that it 
seems that many of the king’s ghazals come 
directly from Ghalib’s pen. Altaf Hussain 
Hali, a close companion and disciple of 
Ghalib, quotes an incident in his book Yad-
gar-i-Ghalib, where the poet corrected multi-
ple ghazals by the king in a matter of minutes 
and added some verses to them as well.
AGONY IN DELHI
Unfortunately, Ghalib’s excellence in the 
poetic arts does not pay off during his life. He 
is not acknowledged the way he should be. 
His financial constraints overwhelm him 
during his lifetime, save a brief interlude when 
he is appointed tutor to the king in 1854. But 
that too is short lived; in 1857, Delhi is over-
taken by the East India Company and the king 
is promptly sent into exile to Rangoon. The 
poor poet is left without any hope for the 
future. His poetry duly reflects his plight in 
detail. Ghalib’s prowess and excellence in 
poetry overshadows his prolificacy as a prose 
writer. The best amongst his prose works is 

Dastambu, meaning ‘posy of flowers’. Das-
tambu provides sufficient material to gauge 
the quantum of agony the poet went through. 
The writing is completely devoid of Ghalib’s 
characteristic humour. It’s an extremely sad 
book. In what circumstances and why this 
prose work was written by the ace poet is a 
pertinent question to be asked. For that matter, 
we will have to get back to 1857. Ghalib is 
basking in the weak sunshine of slight mone-
tary affluence through the stipend from the 
king and a meagre salary for writing the 
Mughal history, when catastrophe barges in, 
and the façade of Mughal rule in India is ren-
dered topsy-turvy. 1857 is the year of revolt 
and one of the most turbulent times in Indian 
history. It is Ghalib’s fate to witness the mas-
sacre in the streets of Delhi and to see his city 
reduced to ruins in his lifetime. There is car-
nage in the streets, initially by the mutineers 
and then by the Britishers. In any case, the loss 
of human lives is colossal. Ghalib is under 
self-imposed siege at his neighbourhood Bal-
limaran (not “Billimaran” or “street of cat kill-
ers”, as it was misidentified in historian Wil-
liam Dalrymple’s book City of Djinns). There 
is a situation of lockdown and curfew in the 
city; anyone found in the streets is liable to be 
killed. Being a debonair past master in the art 
of poetry, he has many disciples (shagirds), 
including King Bahadur Shah Zafar himself, 
who come to him for correction of their 
verses. During these ominous days, Ghalib 
engages himself in writing about the chaos 
around and resorts to his favourite medium, 
Persian, and not Urdu. This Persian is ornate 
and classical. The title, Dastambu (Posy of 
Flowers), is chosen not as per the book’s con-
tents but as a literary metaphor. The book 
recounts 15 months of travail and agony in 
Delhi. Ghalib appears to be an Anglophile 
when he laments the loss of British lives at the 
hands of mutineers, and even condemns the 
mutineers’ ‘act of brutality’ when they resort 
to killing British women and children. How-
ever, in September 1857, when the British 
recapture the city of Delhi, Ghalib is also cou-

rageous and bold enough to express extreme 
grievance over the British excesses and the 
atrocities committed by them. Meanwhile, life 
at Ballimaran turns out to be miserable and 
deplorable. There seems to be no access to 
even basic necessities of life, including drink-
able water and food. The people are con-
strained to live like prisoners in their own 
homes and have to suffice with rainwater for 
drinking. Ghalib dwells in detail about the 
turmoils he faces those days. He adopts two 
children from a relative. The poet is saddened 
when he cannot arrange for their milk and 
sweets, which they desire the most. But the 
climax of his agony comes in the death of his 
brother, whose corpse remains unattended in 
the streets of Delhi for days. Despite all these 
odds, he is a professional poet and writes a 
paean for Queen Victoria. He allegedly also 
tones down some passages in Dastambu that 
might cause offence to the British, in the hope 
of saving his skin from British vengeance and 
of claiming a pension for himself. But these 
hopes are finally dashed when his pension 
claim is rejected in 1859. Whether in dejection 
or elation, being a poet, Ghalib resorts to his 
art of poetry for catharsis. He dies a decade 
later, in 1869. His words and legacy continue 
to live on.
LANGUAGES OF LOVE
The million dollar question is, why did Ghalib 
prefer Persian over Urdu? Was it just a sub-
conscious infatuation with the language or 
was he doing it consciously? To answer the 
question, we will have to revisit the cultural 
and linguistic ethos of Mughal society. 
Persian was the official language during the 
Delhi Sultanate era. When the Mughals took 
over, they kept Persian as their official lan-
guage. Persian was not the Mughal’s lan-
guage; their mother tongue was Turkic and 
Tuzk-i-Babri was written in the same lan-
guage.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1623919
/the-inconsolable-ghalib
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The year is 1857 and, after a long struggle 
with his persistent financial instability, our 
very own Mirza Nosha, also known as Mirza 
Ghalib, has established himself as a litterateur 
amongst Delhi’s literati. Orphaned at a very 
young age and reared by one of his uncles, 
Ghalib had a difficult childhood. Later in his 
youth, he is to be obsessed with his portion of 
the same uncle’s pension as one of the legal 
heirs. The pension affair weighs heavy on his 
nerves and makes him travel to Calcutta. To 
his utter chagrin, things do not go his way. The 
uncle’s sons are wicked and influential 
enough to throw out the hapless bard who, in 
their view, was an inordinate claimant on their 
inheritance. The poor poet has to bear the 
brunt of it. Since the very beginning, he car-
ries a sense of bereavement within himself 
and believes that he is a burden for those on 
whom he depends. But he never lets his ill fate 
affect him adversely in any way. In Delhi, he 
is a man of an affable deportment, mannerly 
in speech. To rebuff his financial setbacks, he 
adopts the lifestyle of an aristocrat.
The result is more than obvious: he is in debt 
consistently. However, he lives quite a robust 
life in Delhi, while having flings with courte-
sans and dousing away his misery in excess of 
booze. He is conscious of being a sinner and 
knows the quantum of his sins to be limitless, 
as he says himself: Ghalib is not a 
run-of-the-mill poet or just any other versifier 
in Delhi. He is an aficionado and maestro. He 
is too good at his art, and prosody is like 
child’s play for him. He asks his audience to 
play a round with him and flabbergasts every-
one while ending up with all three aces in his 
hand. There is no match to him in contempo-
rary literati. That’s all right. The problem is 
that he knows the fact that he is the ace all too 
well. This adds to his misery as his merit is not 
acknowledged; rather he attracts more ene-
mies. The best example is his rivalry with 
Ibrahim Zauq, the poet laureate of Delhi and 

the king’s tutor in poetry. In 1852, Bahadur 
Shah Zafar, the king of Delhi, celebrates the 
wedding ceremony of his crown prince, Mirza 
Jawan Bakht, with great pomp and show. 
Ghalib is tasked by the queen, Zeenat Mahal, 
to write a sehra or prothalamion for the prince. 
The poet complies without delay. But, in his 
narcissist vein, he claims in one of the cou-
plets that no other poet could write a prothala-
mion like him. The couplet goes: The king 
gets the message loud and clear, that Ghalib 
has taken a jibe at him for appointing Ibrahim 
Zauq his tutor and poet laureate instead of 
Ghalib. This shows the king does not know the 
worth of art and he is a partisan of Zauq. The 
king asks Zauq to write a prothalamion 
promptly in response. Zauq complies, albeit 
his prothalamion is way inferior to Ghalib’s. 
With Zauq being the king’s blue-eyed boy, 
Ghalib has to write an apology for his 
tongue-in-cheek couplet. But Ghalib’s sedi-
tious spirit comes to the fore even in the apolo-
gy. He claims that for centuries his ancestors 
were soldiers and poetry is not what he 
depends upon for honour and prestige. Ghalib 
claims in the couplet that he makes no claim 
of being an Urdu poet, that he wrote the proth-
alamion only for the pleasure of her majesty 
(the queen). Here, again, Ghalib is averring 
himself to be a poet of Persian rather than that 
of Urdu. Whereas Zauq was no match to him 
at all in Persian poetry. Despite the double 
meanings of the apology’s verses, prima facie 
the apology is meek and reconciliatory. There-
fore, the king has to let the matter go. In 1854, 
Zauq dies and Ghalib is appointed as the 
king’s tutor. But, unlike Zauq, Ghalib is never 
to be honoured as the poet laureate.
PERSIAN, URDU AND GHALIB
Urdu poetry is one of the most difficult genres 
to practice, owing to its prosody. There is a 
common misperception that poetry is just 
rhymed thoughts and anyone can do it. This is 

My first big mother-daughter trip didn’t tech-
nically start as a vacation. I had been living in 
Thailand for a few months when I dove into a 
shallow pool and ended up in the hospital. 
Within 36 hours of learning I was in trouble, 
my mom traveled from Fresno, Calif., to 
Bangkok. We spent part of the trip going to 
doctor’s appointments and the other part 
enjoying the city like most American tourists: 
sightseeing, getting foot massages and eating 
tom kha gai. Her last-minute visit set the tone 

for the many mother-daughter trips we would 
take in the future. While I traveled abroad for 
work as a journalist, my mom would meet me 
at my locations for week-long adventures. 
Our travel styles don’t match up perfectly, but 
there is enough overlap in the Venn diagram 
for us to have a great time, and, more impor-
tantly, enjoy each other’s company. I’m not 
the only one thinking about traveling with my 
mom once the ravages of the pandemic are 
behind us. According to data from Priceline, 
flight searches for Mother’s Day weekend on 

the site are 60 percent higher than they were 
in 2019. “I’ve actually had several moth-
er-daughter [trip requests], and ones who are 
going with friends in mother-daughter 
groups,” says Kim Gorres, president of Travel 
Leaders Travel Now. We talked to travelers to 
hear their favorite memories and lessons 
learned from such jaunts. Whether you’re 
going somewhere with your mom or mother 
figure for the first time or are continuing the 
tradition, here’s some advice to help you plan. 

Discuss your travel styles 
before the trip Before you 
book tickets to Machu 
Picchu, have a conversa-
tion about what you would 
both like to get out of the 
trip. Does your mom love 
walking tours? Is she more 
of an all-inclusive beach 
resort person? Gorres says 
a way to make your trip 
less stressful is to discuss 
exactly what you like to do 
and what’s important, then 
plan accordingly. After his 
mom, Ellie Baer, moved to 
Tatworth-Chard, England, 

in 2010, Wilder Shaw traveled from Los 
Angeles to visit her every year until the pan-
demic struck. Since taking those trips, they 
have learned their travel styles align perfectly. 
“We both base traveling around food,” Shaw 
said. “And gin.” In April 2017, they decided 
to take the train from London to Paris, “a 
top-tier weird place to go with your mom,” 
Shaw said of the romance capital of the 
world. Over the course of their three-day stay, 
they enjoyed eating and wandering (even 
though Baer had sprained her ankle just days 

before the trip). They took a dinner cruise 
down the Seine and saw the Eiffel Tower. The 
highlight of their trip was dining at Le Relais 
de L’Entrecôte. “They give you refills of 
steak and fries,” Shaw said. “What a bless-
ing.” Keep things flexible For most of his life, 
Josh Mankiewicz, a reporter for Dateline, had 
heard his mom, Holly Jolley Reynolds, talk 
about how much she loved visiting Seattle as 
a young woman. For her 83rd birthday, 
Mankiewicz surprised Reynolds with a trip 
there together, flying her first-class from 
South Florida. According to Mankiewicz, the 
key to traveling well with his mom was not to 
over-schedule. He knew they wouldn’t have a 
good time being rushed from one activity to 
the next, so they kept things relaxed. They sat 
in coffee shops reading the paper, talking, 
walking through Pike Place Market and 
eating at 13 Coins. Everywhere they went, 
people were nice to Reynolds, “particularly 
when they knew it was her son taking her to 
Seattle for her birthday,” Mankiewicz said. 
“Now that she’s gone, I’m so glad that I did. It 
was one of the great moments of my life.” In 
July 2019, McKenna Nelson and her mom, 
Melissa, traveled to Austria for a Sound of 
Music bike tour through the hills of Salzburg 
— a travel fantasy McKenna had since child-
hood. “I took Liesl’s bike and she took Ma-
ria’s, and we sang ‘the hills are alive’ all 
across town like the obnoxious tourists we 
were,” McKenna said. “I am so thankful she 
was so determined to make my dream come 
true, even though I am way too old to dream 
of being a Von Trapp.” Having flexibility in 
their trip schedule meant having the chance to 
change their itinerary to spend more time in 
the Alps. They took a cable car and climbed to 
the highest peak in the area, and they ate a 
cheese and champagne picnic at the top. It 
ended up being one of the most amazing 
afternoons McKenna had ever had. Share 
your passions and discover news interests 

along the way A shared love of tennis tourna-
ments inspired a lifetime of travel together for 
Lenore Adkins and her mother, Leslie. They 
have planned trips to Rome for the Italian 
Open, Melbourne for the Australian Open and 
Monaco for the Monte-Carlo Masters. The 
pandemic canceled their trip to Wimbledon 
2020.  “Both of us play and are obsessed with 
the sport so much that we even have our 
favorite chair umpires,” Lenore said. “My 
mother got me into tennis when I was a teen-
ager by signing me up for lessons at a neigh-
borhood park in Chicago. I am so grateful the 
sport has helped us deepen our bond and see 
the world.” But you don’t necessarily have to 
plan a trip around a shared passion. One per-
son’s interests may be enough to inspire a 
memorable travel experience. In college, 
Michele Theodore planned to camp at a 
summer music festival in Delaware with her 
best friend. At the last minute, her friend 
couldn’t get time off from work to attend, and 
Michele began to panic. “And that’s where 
my mom stepped in,” Michele said. “We 
camped and cooked together at the festival, 
and she let me pick whatever bands I wanted 
to see at the various stages,” Michelle said. 
“She would even go up front with me if I 
wanted to be close and didn’t complain once 
about the noise or the crowds.” Michelle says 
the trip bonded them immensely. “I feel closer 
to my mom now because of her selfless 
offer,” she said. “She still listens to some of 
the bands we saw that weekend and loves the 
music.” Take on travel obstacles together 
Like any kind of travel, taking a trip with your 
mom will not always go according to plan. 
But sometimes the not-so-perfect moments 
become your favorite memories.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/trav-
el/tips/mothers-day-travel-memories/

hardly the case. In Urdu, the prosodists have 
developed certain meaningless words as mea-
sures to balance a couplet. These meaningless 
words are called arkaan. The repetition of 
these meaningless words in a certain sequence 
constitute a behr (metre). The words in each 
couplet are scanned/measured against the 
arkaan, so as to get one of the metres. There 
are eight popular behrs in Urdu poetry; 
although metre can be manipulated to get 
some other complex metres, which are for 
specialists and maestros. Urdu’s prosodic base 
is from Persian poetry and so are its metres. 
Ghalib is too well versed in Persian poetry; 
rather, he considers himself as one of the best 
poets of Persian and not of Urdu. He is not 
amused when the king asks him to write in 
Urdu for a poetry symposium to be held at the 
Red Fort. Similarly, when the editor of a Delhi 
Magazine, Aaram, asks him for some Urdu 
ghazals, he responds as such:
“My friend, how can I write in Urdu? Is my 
standing so low that this should be expected 
of me? Still, it is expected of me. But where 
am I to turn, hunting for tales and stories? I 
haven’t a book to my name. Let my pension 
be restored and I’ll get the peace of mind to 
think of some...”
But when he writes Urdu poetry, or rather says 
it (as Urdu poetry is to be recited rather than 
written according to tradition), he does it 
splendidly. His excellence comes to the fore 
during poetry symposiums in the form of met-
rical acrobatics and the multiple meanings of 
his couplets. Ghalib is not a run-of-the-mill 
poet or just any other versifier in Delhi. He is 
an aficionado and maestro. He is too good at 
his art, and prosody is like child’s play for 
him. He is an erudite poet and has knowledge 
of philosophy and mysticism. He claims to be 
a mystic, and the themes of his poetry are 
testimony to the fact. He is well-acquainted 
with all classical Persian poets including 
Bedil and Huzein, and, at times, criticises 
them as well. Ghalib is, in fact, not solely a 
poet but a philosopher poet. His couplets are 
loaded and expose the reader to multiple 

meanings. He flabbergasts his readers and 
audience with far-fetched metaphors, histori-
cal references and the finesse of his prosodical 
expertise. His audience is either awestruck or, 
like his archrival Ustad Zauq, is extremely 
envious of him. Being a debonair past master 
in the art of poetry, he has many disciples (sh-
agirds), including King Bahadur Shah Zafar 
himself, who come to him for correction of 
their verses. This happens so often that it 
seems that many of the king’s ghazals come 
directly from Ghalib’s pen. Altaf Hussain 
Hali, a close companion and disciple of 
Ghalib, quotes an incident in his book Yad-
gar-i-Ghalib, where the poet corrected multi-
ple ghazals by the king in a matter of minutes 
and added some verses to them as well.
AGONY IN DELHI
Unfortunately, Ghalib’s excellence in the 
poetic arts does not pay off during his life. He 
is not acknowledged the way he should be. 
His financial constraints overwhelm him 
during his lifetime, save a brief interlude when 
he is appointed tutor to the king in 1854. But 
that too is short lived; in 1857, Delhi is over-
taken by the East India Company and the king 
is promptly sent into exile to Rangoon. The 
poor poet is left without any hope for the 
future. His poetry duly reflects his plight in 
detail. Ghalib’s prowess and excellence in 
poetry overshadows his prolificacy as a prose 
writer. The best amongst his prose works is 

Dastambu, meaning ‘posy of flowers’. Das-
tambu provides sufficient material to gauge 
the quantum of agony the poet went through. 
The writing is completely devoid of Ghalib’s 
characteristic humour. It’s an extremely sad 
book. In what circumstances and why this 
prose work was written by the ace poet is a 
pertinent question to be asked. For that matter, 
we will have to get back to 1857. Ghalib is 
basking in the weak sunshine of slight mone-
tary affluence through the stipend from the 
king and a meagre salary for writing the 
Mughal history, when catastrophe barges in, 
and the façade of Mughal rule in India is ren-
dered topsy-turvy. 1857 is the year of revolt 
and one of the most turbulent times in Indian 
history. It is Ghalib’s fate to witness the mas-
sacre in the streets of Delhi and to see his city 
reduced to ruins in his lifetime. There is car-
nage in the streets, initially by the mutineers 
and then by the Britishers. In any case, the loss 
of human lives is colossal. Ghalib is under 
self-imposed siege at his neighbourhood Bal-
limaran (not “Billimaran” or “street of cat kill-
ers”, as it was misidentified in historian Wil-
liam Dalrymple’s book City of Djinns). There 
is a situation of lockdown and curfew in the 
city; anyone found in the streets is liable to be 
killed. Being a debonair past master in the art 
of poetry, he has many disciples (shagirds), 
including King Bahadur Shah Zafar himself, 
who come to him for correction of their 
verses. During these ominous days, Ghalib 
engages himself in writing about the chaos 
around and resorts to his favourite medium, 
Persian, and not Urdu. This Persian is ornate 
and classical. The title, Dastambu (Posy of 
Flowers), is chosen not as per the book’s con-
tents but as a literary metaphor. The book 
recounts 15 months of travail and agony in 
Delhi. Ghalib appears to be an Anglophile 
when he laments the loss of British lives at the 
hands of mutineers, and even condemns the 
mutineers’ ‘act of brutality’ when they resort 
to killing British women and children. How-
ever, in September 1857, when the British 
recapture the city of Delhi, Ghalib is also cou-

rageous and bold enough to express extreme 
grievance over the British excesses and the 
atrocities committed by them. Meanwhile, life 
at Ballimaran turns out to be miserable and 
deplorable. There seems to be no access to 
even basic necessities of life, including drink-
able water and food. The people are con-
strained to live like prisoners in their own 
homes and have to suffice with rainwater for 
drinking. Ghalib dwells in detail about the 
turmoils he faces those days. He adopts two 
children from a relative. The poet is saddened 
when he cannot arrange for their milk and 
sweets, which they desire the most. But the 
climax of his agony comes in the death of his 
brother, whose corpse remains unattended in 
the streets of Delhi for days. Despite all these 
odds, he is a professional poet and writes a 
paean for Queen Victoria. He allegedly also 
tones down some passages in Dastambu that 
might cause offence to the British, in the hope 
of saving his skin from British vengeance and 
of claiming a pension for himself. But these 
hopes are finally dashed when his pension 
claim is rejected in 1859. Whether in dejection 
or elation, being a poet, Ghalib resorts to his 
art of poetry for catharsis. He dies a decade 
later, in 1869. His words and legacy continue 
to live on.
LANGUAGES OF LOVE
The million dollar question is, why did Ghalib 
prefer Persian over Urdu? Was it just a sub-
conscious infatuation with the language or 
was he doing it consciously? To answer the 
question, we will have to revisit the cultural 
and linguistic ethos of Mughal society. 
Persian was the official language during the 
Delhi Sultanate era. When the Mughals took 
over, they kept Persian as their official lan-
guage. Persian was not the Mughal’s lan-
guage; their mother tongue was Turkic and 
Tuzk-i-Babri was written in the same lan-
guage.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1623919
/the-inconsolable-ghalib
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The recipient of the United 
Kingdom’s two national 
awards - British Citizen 
Awards 2021 & British 
Community Honours 
Awards 2019, and the first 
British Bangladeshi to do 
so, Mansoor Ahmad 
received the All England 
Lawn Tennis Club recogni-
tion in 2021 for his 
Covid-19 pandemic efforts. 
Having been invited by Mr 
Ian Hewitt, Chairman of 
the All England Lawn 
Tennis Club, Mansoor Ahmad along with his 
wife attended the Wimbledon Championship 
in the Royal Box on the 29th of June 2021. 
Both Mansoor Ahmad and his wife were 
received and recognised as Royal Box guests, 
attending lunch and watching the day’s 
matches with the rest of the guests. Mansoor 
was awarded the Mayor of London Borough 
of Merton’s Covid-19 Award in December 
2020 for his outstanding local contributions, 
and for the noteworthy differences which he 
made in people’s lives during the challenging 
period of the Covid-19 pandemic. During the 
pandemic Mansoor Ahmad generously and 
vigorously carried out essential duties for 
community relief. He provided a telephone 
contact service for older residents and medi-
cation for community members, as well as 
dynamically being involved in local Food 
Bank Projects and being engaged in social 
contact by providing advice and support on 
matters such as health and welfare entitle-
ments during the lockdown. He regularly 

reminded the community to follow the UK 
Government’s guidelines, and encouraged 
universal support for the NHS. As guests of 
the Royal Box Mansoor expressed his feel-
ings upon this recognition, “It was a great 
plivilege and enormous honour for us to be 
invited to the Royal Box and we are incredi-
bly grateful. We wish to express our sincere 
thanks to the Chairman of the All England 
Lawn Tennis Club for his kind recognion of 
our efforts. This honour and acknowledge-
ment will always be remembered.” Mansoor 
has been associated with several schools in 
his community, where he has been contribut-
ing towards the education of students and 
school development planning, as well as pro-
viding backing to strategic discussions at gov-
erning board meetings. He enthusiastically 
served as Parent Governor, Chairman, & as a 
member of many other committees. His 
immense contribution to schools in various 
decision making activities at challenging 
times was greatly appreciated. He has been 

serving as a Patent Governor Respresentative 
(Secondary & Special) for the Overview and 
Scrutiny Commission and Children & Young 
People Overview & Scrutiny Panel under 
Merton Council. Presently, he is serving as a 
Governor of Ricards Lodge Secondary 
School and St. John Fisher School. Mansoor 
is committed to alleviating the suffering and 
hardship of those in his local community, 
applying his accountancy knowledge to offer 
free services to the members of the communi-
ty and free business and consultancy advice 
for those on the fringes, encouraging them to 
embark on their own businesses. Mansoor is a 
member of the Commonwealth Journalists 
Association UK and has authored numerous 
articles published in prestigious national and 
international journals, magazines, and news-
papers. Mansoor Ahmad migrated to the 
United Kingdom from Bangladesh in Febru-
ary 2007 under the British Government’s 
Highly Skilled Migration Programme. He is a 
qualified accountant currently serving as 
Manager of Accounts & Finance with Al 
Shirkatul Islamiyyah, one of the largest chari-
ties in the UK. He is a life dedicated member 
of Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK. 
Mansoor served as Finance Manager with 
Chittagong Stock Exchange, Bangladesh for 
over 11 years. He also served as a visiting 
lecturer with the University of Science & 
Technology (USTC), Preston University, Pre-
mier University, Southern University Bangla-
desh, Edward University & University of Ho-
nolulu (Chittagong Campus, Bangladesh) and 
taught at BBA,MBA and ACCA Levels. He 
has been a member of Transparency Interna-
tional Bangladesh (TIB) over 20 years. 
Mansoor has attended a good number of Sem-
inars, Workshops and Conferences where he 
has spoken as presenter and key note speaker 
on various occasions.

First British Bangladeshi Mansoor Ahmad 
Honoured with All England Lawn Tennis Club 
Recognition for Covid-19 Pandemic Efforts
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India accounted for 50 percent of the 
newly confirmed COVID-19 cases and 30 
percent of related deaths worldwide over 
the past week, while the situation in its 
neighboring countries also raised grave 
international concerns, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) says. As the WHO 
said in its weekly report, the numbers of 
new COVID-19 cases and deaths globally 
have decreased slightly over the past seven 
days, according to data WHO collected 
from national authorities as of 10:00 Cen-
tral European Time (CET) on Sunday 
However, the new case incidence in the 
South-East Asia Region is still climbing 
alarmingly for the nine consecutive 
weeks, the report said. Data showed that 
95 percent of the new caseload and 93 
percent of COVID-related death in the 
South-East Asia Region were reported 
from India. The latest outbreak in India 
has been a result of multiple reasons, the 
report held, attributing to the spread of the 
new variants, raised infection rate due 
incurred by several massive gathering 
events as well as insufficient health facili-
ties. The report indicated that B.1.617 the 
new variant has been detected from 44 
countries and regions across the globe 
after more than 4,500 sequences were 
uploaded to GISAID - the world's largest 
coronavirus genome database. Mean-
while, the WHO has received reports of 
detections from five additional countries. 
The B.1.617 variant, first detected in Maha-
rashtra, India last year in October. Outside 
of India, the United Kingdom has reported 
the largest number of cases sequenced as 
B.1.617 sub lineages, the report said.
(Source: Reuters) 
https://www.presstv.com/De-
tail/2021/05/13/652602/India-Covid-19-WHO--

India accounts for half of 
newly confirmed COVID-19 

cases worldwide
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RAWALPINDI: A docuseries produced by 
Pakistani filmmaker Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy 
has been nominated for two Daytime Emmy 
Awards by The National Academy of Televi-
sion Arts & Sciences in New York, the movie 
maker and her team confirmed to Arab News 
on Wednesday. The series — “Fundamental. 
Gender Justice. No Exceptions” — has been 
shot in five countries in collaboration with 
Obaid-Chinoy’s SOC Films and the Global 
Fund for Women. Each episode of the series 
profiles grassroots movements and communi-
ty leaders striving to address gender-justice 
issues in their respective social and political 
context. The episode on Pakistan focuses on 
Rukhshanda Naz, an attorney, who is fighting 
to end child marriage in the country. “It was 
incredible for our producers, and our camera 
team to be able to travel to Brazil, Georgia, 
the United States, Kenya to tell stories of 
activists on the ground in all those countries 
and to realize that women around the world 
still have major advances to make in order for 
them to have equal rights,” Obaid-Chinoy 
told Arab News on the phone. “We have been 
able to show the champions and the struggles 
to a global audience, allowing us to shine a 
light on activists who are risking their lives 
literally every day to create a better tomor-
row.” In addition to Global Fund for Women, 
she added, the series was created with You-
Tube and joined the ranks of the platform’s 
original series productions, something no 
other Pakistani production house has accom-
plished as yet. “For SOC Films to be given 
this opportunity to create a YouTube original 
series means that our team is able to compete 
with the best in the world,” the filmmaker 
said. “I am proud of the fact that we are creat-
ing the next generation of storytellers from 
Pakistan, not just men and women who can 
tell stories of Pakistan but men and women 

who are capable of telling any story, any-
where in the world.” The producers of the 
series concurred with Obaid-Chinoy. “Pro-
ducing the Fundamentals series has been one 
of the highlights of my career as it brought to 
me the opportunity to meet some brilliant 
women rights champions and activists from 
all around the world including Pakistan, USA, 
Brazil and Georgia,” Safyah Zafar Usmani, 
who worked with Obaid-Chinoy to produce 
the episodes, told Arab News. “We have 
achieved this feat,” said her co-producer 
Shahrukh Waheed, “while living and making 
films in a country where there are no real 
venues for documentary filmmakers to fea-
ture their work or a thriving culture of docu-
mentary viewership but our passion for telling 
amazing stories of empowerment, hope and 
resilience have brought our films to the eyes 
of the world. That’s a great feeling.” SOC 
Films and Obaid-Chinoy have previously 
won four Emmys, including the best docu-
mentary award for “A Girl in the River: The 
Price of Forgiveness” and “Saving Face.” The 
filmmaker won the outstanding current affairs 
documentary award for “Children of the Tali-
ban.” The 48th Annual Daytime Emmy 
Awards will be celebrated in two 
live-streamed events on July 17 and July 18, 
2021.

https://www.arabnews.pk/node/1885966/pa-
kistan

Pakistan’s leading filmmaker nominated for 
two more Emmys for gender justice docuseries


